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Shepherding our Youth into the family of Christ! 

 The youth ministry of St. John Lutheran church and school consists of a variety of or-

ganized groups designed to attract youth of all ages and ‗shepherd them into the family of 

Christ where each will embrace the spirit of our risen Lord and grow into the fullness of 

Christ.‘ 

For example, during our Sunday, 9:00 am worship service, there are two levels of 

children‘s church [KIDS WORSHIP] that takes place for kids where the worship ex-

perience is designed to meet them at their age level (Level 1: 1st Grade and under; 

Level 2: 2nd thru 5th grade). 
 

Another is Kids Bible Fellowship (KBF), which consist of Youth Bible classes that 

meet after the worship service starting at 10:30 am, during the Adult Bible class 

(ABC). Also, the youth ministry committee (YMC) is currently evaluating the curricu-

lum for our various youth ministry groups (KBF) from Pre-school through 8th grade. 
 

Plans for the 9th thru 12th grade youth ministry (KBF) are different from what previ-

ous years offered.   A new and exciting approach designed to attract teens from our 

church, our school and the community is being developed to bring these youth into 

our school gym on Sunday mornings and engage them in a variety of activities.  

There will be a time for a devotional study of God‘s Word with discussion and per-

sonal testimony.  Also, there will be planned recreational activities; fellowship and 

interaction; and, there will be refreshments available which always makes for a posi-

tive experience each weekend. 
 

 The youth ministry committee (YMC) members are committed to the spiritual well being 

of the youth in our midst and they are dedicated to find ways to meet them at their level to en-

hance participation, fellowship and growth.  The committee recognizes that a growing youth 

ministry requires growing the number of people who are willing to become involved in giving of 

themselves, their talents, their time and their love.  We all want to see a successful, multifac-

eted youth ministry that will attract and engage all our youth. 
 

 What makes the difference is a willing spirit of people like you, who will step forward to 

meet their needs and get involved.  Please prayerfully consider being a part of this endeavor 

and contact me at the church office – 629-1794, or speak to any member of the YMC: 

  Mrs. Arlene Biggers  Mrs. Annalisa Rehkop 

  Mr. Drew Rehkop   Mr. Ed Todd 

  Mr. Gary Koltz   Mr. Chris Reese 

  Mr. Scott Zellak   Mr. Brent Griffin 

  Mr. Bill Howson   Mr. Michael Biggers 

  Rev. Richard Lineberger  Mrs. Christy Asleson 
Respectfully submitted: Pastor Rick Lineberger     
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THE MOST IMPORTANT QUESTIONS ABOUT HEAVEN: 
 

Q.  Is there any way you can be sure of going to heaven?  

A.  Yes! God is very specific in His promise of heaven. òThese things I have written to you who believe in the 

name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life'' (1 John 5:13). 

 Although many today reject the power of God's gift of Baptism, in His Word God says that His gift of Bap-

tism has the power both to forgive you your sins and to provide you with the assurance of heaven (Mark 1:4; 

Acts 2:38). 
 
Q.  Does God prefer that you concentrate your thoughts on day- to-day earthly matters and consider thoughts 

of heaven later when you get older?  

A.  Absolutely not!  No matter what your age might be, God is urging you to focus your thoughts regularly on 

heaven and on Jesus who is in heaven. òTherefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the 

things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  Set your mind on the things above, not on the 

things that are on earth. For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  When Christ, who is our 

life, is revealed, then you will be revealed with Him in gloryó (Colossians 3:1-4). 

 God is not commanding you to set your mind on heavenly things so that you are removed from earthly 

involvements or concerns.  Rather, God wants you to set your mind an heavenly things so that, while you are 

busy serving Him on earth, your focus is always on Christ, who is at the right hand of God. 
 
Q.  Some claim Jesus spoke only in a vague way about heaven.  Is this true? 

A.  Jesus spoke in a very definite way about heaven.  In John 14:2 Jesus says: òIn My Father's house are many 

dwelling places, if it were not so I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for youó (see also John 

17:24).  Read also what St. Paul and St. John say about looking forward to seeing God in 1 Corinthians 13:9-

12; 1 John 3:2; Revelation 22:1-5. 
 
Q.  Some say that the hope of the resurrection and the anticipation of seeing God did not exist in the Old Testa-

ment and that this idea developed only later in the New Testament.  Is this true?  

A.  Job, one of the earliest personalities of the Old Testament, states: òAs for me, I know that my redeemer 

lives, and at the last He will take His stand on the earth.  Even after my skin is destroyed, yet from my flesh I 

shall see God; whom I myself shall behold, and whom my eyes shall see and not another'' (Job 19:25-:27).  

See also the hope of heaven that David and Isaiah express in Psalm 17:15 and Isaiah 33:17. 
 
Q.  Will everyone go to heaven?  

A.  No!  Jesus said: Not everyone who says to Me, Lord, Lord,õ will enter the kingdom of heaven; but he who 

does the will of My Father who is in heaven'' (Matthew 7:21). 
 
Q.  What is this ―will‖ of the Father?  

A.  'This is the will of My father,ó Jesus said, òthat everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him, will have 

eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day'' (John 6:40).  
 
 Dear Lord, thank You for being so definite in Your promise of heaven.  Give me the faith to walk to and 

through Jesus, who said, 'I am the door; anyone enters through Me, he will be savedõ (John 10:9).  In Jesus' 

name we pray and believe.  Amen!  

 

YOU CAN BE SURE YOU WILL BE AT THE GREAT REUNION: 
 You can be absolutely sure of being at the Great Reunion by first knowing that your heavenly Father has 

reconciled the world to Himself, through Christ (2 Corinthians 5:18-19) .  However, Jesus also says: ―Not every-

one who says to Me, Lord, Lord,õ will enter the kingdom of heavené ‗(Matthew 7.21).  Only those will be at the 

Great Reunion who believe God's saving power and message of the cross:  òHe who has believed and has been 

baptized shall be saved', but he who has disbelieved shall be condemned'' (Mark 16:16).  

 The cruel and bloody crucifixion cross of Christ has made it possible for you to be reconciled to God.  

God's Good News to you is this: because of Christ's death and resurrection, you and God can be friends again 

(Romans 5:1). 

 

Continued on page 3 
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1. CHRISTõS CROSS IS THE KEY TO YOUR REUNION WITH HIM: 
 The cross of Christ is God‘s way of getting you to the Great Reunion.  God explains this through the 

apostle Paul: ―For since the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not come to know God.  God was 

well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached [the message of Christõs death on the cross] to 

save those who believeéBecause of the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is 

stronger than menébut God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strongó (1 

Corinthians 1:21, 25, 27). 

 Yes, in Christ you will be at the Great Reunion.  And, from beginning to end, your presence there will all 

have been of God, for ―by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and right-

eousness and sanctification and redemption‖ (1 Corinthians 1:30). 
 

2.  PREPARE FOR THE GREAT REUNION WITH JOYFUL ANTICIPATION: 
 Keep your Bible open to 1 Thessalonians 4:14-18 as you begin to anticipate the Great Reunion with 

God through the cross of Christ.  Memorize this wonderful Word of God which paints such a vivid and memora-

ble picture of where you soon will be: ―for if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring 

with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus.  For this we say to you by the Word of the Lord, that we who 

are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep.  For the Lord 

Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, 

and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in 

the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.‖   

 After this wonderful description of how the Great Reunion will be ushered in, St. Paul concludes: 

―Therefore comfort one another with these words.‖ This says it all.  Through Christ, God the Father has recon-

ciled you to Himself, in spite of your sin.  Therefore, set your mind on heaven, where you are going to be to-

gether with God again, reunited with all those you love who died in Jesus Christ.  Be greatly comforted; be filled 

with joy in these words!  
  

3.  YOU WILL RECOGNIZE YOUR LOVED ONES IN HEAVEN! 
 God says that Jesus led Peter, James, and John to a high mountain. There, Jesus ‗was transfigured be-

fore them; and His face shone like the sun, and His garments became as white as light!' (Matthew 17:2). 

 Elijah ant Moses suddenly appeared and began speaking with Jesus! Then, if that was not enough, ―a 

bright cloud overshadowed them, and behold, a voice out of the cloud said, this is My beloved Son, with whom 

I am well-pleased; listen to Him!õ When the disciples heard this,‖ the Bible says, ―they fell face down to the 

ground and were terrified'' (Matthew 17:5-6). 

 Additional Bible passages support this strong suggestion that you will recognize your loved ones in 

heaven: 

King David knew that when he died, he would rise up on the Last Day and live eternally in heaven with God.  

Yet, when his infant son died, David did not speak about his hope of going to be with God. Instead, he 

spoke about his expectation of again seeing his beloved child. David said: ―I will go to him'' (2 Samuel 

12:23). 
Jesus told the story of the rich man and Lazarus, both of whom had died. Lazarus went to heaven and the 

rich man to hell.  Yet, while in hell, the rich man could see and recognize Lazarus in heaven (Luke 16:19-

23). 

St. Paul comforted the Thessalonians, who wondered about what will happen on the Last Day to their loved 

ones who died in be faith.  òIf we believe that Jesus died and rose again ,‖ he wrote, ―even so God will bring 

with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesusó (1 Thessalonians 4:14).  

 These words assure us that the Last Day will include not only the joy of seeing Jesus return, but also 

that we will have a joyous reunion with those who have already died in the faith!  Tell your family and friends 

about this Good News, that by being baptized into Christ (Romans 6: 1-11), they can also be part of the great 

reunion in heaven. 

 Then, tell your friends that God wants them to bring all their friends with them.  There will be room for 

everyone! Jesus is saying to you, ―in My Father's house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have 

told you . . .'' (John 14:2).  Make plans now for this eternally joyous event.  This is a practical and urgent matter 

for your eternal life, not just some wishful thinking!    
Submitted by Jim WebbñExcerpted from òGood Newsó 

Continued from page 2 
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"Saints Network" coming soon--Keep your eye 

out for our new directory of church and school 

businesses, professions, hobbies, and talents!  It 

will be posted on our St John website, and hard 

copies will be available in the church and 

school.  Please remember to think about contact-

ing our St John family first when you need a ser-

vice or item. 

Household items wanted--If you are looking for a 

worthy place to donate unwanted household 

items, including appliances, furniture, toys, 

books, linens, baby needs, and kitchen wares, 

please contact Bonnie Vitale at 620-8545.  She 

collects items on behalf of the Domestic Violence 

Shelter, and then gives them freely when a 

women is ready to set up a new home with her 

family.  All items tax deductible. 

Children needing a home--Two girls from the 

Ukraine (I believe their ages were 10 and 12) 

want to find a loving and forever home through 

adoption. They are sisters who want to stay to-

gether and would desperately love a family here 

in the states.  Please contact Sierra Cook at  

ltbluhue@aol.com  

New leader needed--I am thrilled to announce 

that the Care Ministry now has over 30 ministry 

partners who have said they are happy to help in 

various capacities when a St John church or 

school family has a need!  Isn't that wonderful?  I 

was happy to get this started and organized, but 

I feel that I am falling short of doing all that could 

be done with such a wonderful ministry and won-

derful group of people.  My plate is full with a full-

time job and two little ones who need my full at-

tention, and I don't want to see the ministry lapse 

into obscurity due to my busy schedule.  Would 

you please consider whether you feel God would 

like you to lead or co-lead this vital ministry 

group?  Here are the current activities of the min-

istry, although a new leader would have latitude 

to make changes: 

help those recovering from short-term illness or 

surgery with meals, transportation, house/pet 

issues 

provide support to our church's largest minis-

try:  the school administrators, staff, teachers, 

and students 

help those grieving the loss of a loved one in 

any way they request 

 I ask that you pray as to whether you could 

do this or know someone that could do this, and 

also pray that we find that leader before school 

starts.  

Melissa Condon  

The following announcement was printed in a worship 

folder published March 8, 1959. It was provided as an 

encouragement to all voting members to participate in 

the mission work of our congregation.  It is sound advice 

even today, 50 years later. 

The voting members of St. John Lutheran have no one 

to blame but themselves, if they continue to waive their 

voting responsibilities as active members of this congre-

gation.  The truth has not changed; our congregation is 

still the Lord‘s church.   

Our mission work has not changed; it is to share the 

‘Good News‘ of God‘s Word with the world, starting right 

here in Ocala, Florida.  We pray that each voting member 

will accept their role as an active member and participate 

in the mission and ministries of the Lord‘s church that we 

call ―St. John Lutheran.‖ 
 

VOTER‘S ASSEMBLY:  Wednesday at 9:00 P.M.  

The attendance at our Voter's Meeting has been very 

good. But we still encourage all of you to attend.  

If you are not at a Voter‘s Meeting, you waive your 

right to vote and it is certainly unbecoming of a Chris-

tian to sit back and take shots at those who were 

concerned about the work of the Lord's kingdom. 

Come to the voters Meeting if you are sincerely 

concerned about the building of the Lord‘s kingdom 

in Ocala, because remember ―the little boat in the 

fog usually toots the loudest.‖  If you come to the 

voter's meeting for any other purpose than to serve 

the Lord Jesus, then you are wrong in being there.  If 

you come or personal prestige, if you come to inflict 

your will upon the will of God, if you come for your 

own glory you are wrong!   

As you come to voters Meeting, you come to 

Church, for only one purpose – ―to glorify your God 

through your Lord Jesus Christ.‖  Ask yourself this 

question next time: ―Is this truly why I am here?‖   

0ur precious Lord and Savior gave His life for the 

Church [those who believe in Him], and He is still 

Lord of the Church.   When we put our faith in Him 

we're saying that we do believe in Him and we do 

believe His Word when He says, ―all things will work 

together for the good of those who love God.‖   

Remember the words of the Bible, ―if it be of God, 

it will prosper, if it be not of God, it will pass away.‖  

Blessed is the person who is able to say in all hon-

estly: ―as for me and my house, we will serve the 

Lord.‖ 
Submitted by Jim Webb 

Active Members Participate and Vote: 

mailto:ltbluhue@aol.com
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KIDS AND A CROSS 
 Entering the St. John campus from the SE 21st Street entrance (our new entrance at the far south 

end of the remodeled parking lot), negotiate the first turn to the left slowly.  Look to the right and you will 

see a six foot wooden cross standing sentinel, welcoming you to St. John. 

 There is a fascinating story about that cross. 

 The cross was crafted by Mr. Dave LaBagh, long time member of St. John and special friend to the 

youth of our church and community.  He presented it to our church and school for use as a processional 

cross for worship services.  It was later replaced  by a memorial cross, currently in use. 

 Leave it to the kids!   

 At a recent children‘s church service, worship leader, Dick Rath, had introduced a godly woman to 

the kids.  Her name was Hannah.  She had prayed for the gift of a son for years and years.  In her old age, 

God gave her a son that she named Samuel. 

 In thanksgiving for this special gift, Hannah promised to give her son to the service of God ―all the 

days of his life.‖ 

 Enter the cross!  Mr. Rath showed the LaBagh cross to the kids and said it was a special gift to 

them. 

 What could they do with this special gift to serve God?  All kinds of suggestions were shouted out.  It 

was finally agreed to take Tanner Kana‘s suggestion and put the cross outside so that everyone who comes 

by would ―see the cross and think of Jesus‖ 

 The next Sunday the kids were greeted in the worship area by a spade and ―the cross‖ draped over 

a chair in front of the puppet stage. 

 The kids lined up and paraded outside singing ―Jesus Loves Me.‖  Arriving at the location where the 

cross was to be placed, each child and adult took a spade full of dirt creating a hole in which to anchor the 

cross.  The cross was placed in its new ―sentinel spot‖ and everyone got another turn to use the spade in 

putting dirt back to safely secure ―the cross.‖ 

 We prayed that God would use the gift of the cross in His service! 

  How are each of us using the special gifts God has entrusted to our care? 

 Thanks, kids, for sharing your gift with all of us 
Submitted  by  Dick  Rath  

ANNOUNCING  

òDOLLARS FOR SCHOLARSó 
2009-2010 SCHOOL YEAR 

$87,000 FUND RAISING CAMPAIGN TO SUPPORT 
FINANCIAL AID GRANTS TO QUALIFIED STUDENTS  

ENROLLED IN ST. JOHN LUTHERAN SCHOOL: 
òOUR SHARED MINISTRY!ó 

*Help guarantee enrollment in tough economic times 
*Give priority in your charitable giving to those in our Christian School 

who otherwise would be unable to attend 
*Consider a monthly gift to St. John Lutheran School in support of  a student 

*Members of  Thrivent Financial for Lutherans can have their gift matched via 
Thriventõs GIVING PLUS program 

CONTACT: Dick Rath, Director of  Development, for further information 
rirath@stjohnocala.org 
rleerath@yahoo.com 

352-622-1615 
352-425-0473 

Submitted by Dick  Rath 
Director of Development 

mailto:rirath@stjohnocala.org
mailto:rleerath@yahoo.com


Page 6 

Elders: 

If
 y

o
u

 a
re

 n
o

t 
a

b
le

 t
o

 s
e

rv
e

 o
n

 t
h

e
 d

a
te

 (
s
) 

s
c
h

e
d

u
le

d
, 
p

le
a

s
e

 c
a

ll
 t

h
e

 c
h

u
rc

h
 o

ff
ic

e
 (

3
5

2
) 

6
2

9
-1

7
9

4
 a

n
d

 l
e

a
ve

 a
 m

e
s
s
a

g
e

. 
 T

h
a

n
k
 y

o
u

 f
o

r 
yo

u
r 

w
il
li
n

g
n

e
s
s
 t

o
 s

e
rv

e
. 

Schedule of Volunteers:  

NOTE: Please, call the church office to 

update your special dates (629-1794). 

The Saint John Courier 

August  Birthdays! 
 1 Mrs. Carol Alberts 

 1 Mrs. Hildegard Heger 

 2 Miss Briana Bier 

 2 Mr. Donald Kaufman 

 3 Mrs. Mildred Meunier 

 4 Mr. Nelson White 

 4 Mrs. Linnea Saputo 

 5 Miss Audrey Faw 

 5 Mrs. Karen Zeedyk 

 5 Mr. Joseph Steele (Zellak) 

 6 Kaleigh Cato 

 7 Mr. Aaron Andersen (Rittmayer) 

 8 Mr. Charles Sanders 

 8 Jeana Zellak 

 9 Marshall Foster 

10 Miss Chelsea Levandoski 

10 Shea Gibson (Lieske)  

11 Mrs. Jennifer Fontaine 

12 Mr. William Lockley 

12 Mrs. Susan Nastav 

13 Mrs. Betty Haskins 

14 Miss Barbara Buckner 

14 Mrs. Pamela Kaley 

15 Samuel Morrison 

16 Mr. Ivon Page 

16 Mrs. Bernice Wendorf 

16 Mrs. Deborah Taylor 

16 Mr. Alan Zeedyk 

16 Ms. Elizabeth Short 

17 Jared Miller 

19 Rebekah Levy 

20 Mr. John Crowder 

20 Mrs. Vera Schwochow 

20 Mr. David Eberly 

21 Mr. Art Magamoll 

21 Miss Stephanie Miller 

22 Mrs. Barbara Reincke 

23 Mrs. Jennifer Hay 

23 Mrs. Gloria Wilcox 

24 Mr. Kevin Pelawa 

24 Grace Borie 

25 Mallory Risko 

25 Mrs. Amy Borie 

26 Mrs. Vanessa Baxley 

26 Mrs. Ann Smith 

27 Mr. Warren Rubin 

27 Margene Cutich 

27 Mr. Thomas Fischer 

28 Mrs. Erika Menter 

28 Mr. Randy Pitas 

30 Mr. Roland Harms 

30 Mrs. Melissa Condon 

 

August Anniversaries! 
  4 Mr./Mrs. Robert Fischer 
14 Mr./Mrs. Edward Todd 
21 Mr./Mrs. Ted Lineberger 
21 Mr./Mrs. Roy Stokes II 
22 Mr./Mrs. William Reese 
23 Mr./Mrs. James Webb 
24 Mr./Mrs. Warren Rubin 
25 Mr./Mrs. Carlton Reese 
26 Mr./Mrs. Alan Zeedyk 
31 Mr./Mrs. Larry Martin 
31 Mr./Mrs. John Cutich Jr. 
 
 
 

 

  

Brett Higginbotham 351-3320 

Ed Todd 629-5434 

Gary Koltz 291-2511 

Chris Reese 236-0847 

David Singh 502-2929 

John Westol 629-5769 

Henry Alberts 854-5507 

Don KaufmanñChair. 624-3728 

Marty Lockley 622-8983 

Steve Mennicke  690-1623 

Randy Priem 489-4838 

Karl RaabeñV. Chair. 732-6180 

Jeff ReinesñSec. 622-7092 

Jeff Spaeth 629-3374 

Scott Zellak 691-1361 

   

Bill Reese 732-4129  Pres. 

Eric Williams 622-8013  V. Pres. 

Lenia Coates 274-2706 Sec. 

Marty Gray 732-8606  Tres. 

Mark Asleson 624-0372  Director 

Joan Cibock 591-1925 Director 

Dennis Meunier 732-8429  Director 

Russ Bier 694-5529  Director 

Roger Danielson 591-2299  Director 

Sue Dean 351-9656  Director 

Patty Kull-Hertz 489-0957  Director 

Liz Weiss 368-4096 Director 

Gren Condon 671-7931 Director 

 USHERS @ 06:00 pm 

8/01 Marlene Harr 
Barb Henrich 

8/08 Bob & Cynthia Lanier 

8/15 John & Sue Hough 

8/22 Charlie Sanders  
Byran Competiello 

8/29 Don & Lee Moreland 

 USHERS @ 09:00 am 

8/02 Elizabeth Fye; Borys Loza, 
Paul Fontaine, Sally Mennicke 

8/09 Jack & Kathy Theus,  
Betty Haskins, Roland Harms 

8/16 George & Bev Sinak 
Glenn &Denise Nelson 

8/23 Bob & Carole Mikler 
Bob & Barb Lineback 

8/30 Ivon & Evan Page, A J Singh, 
Nicholas Scherschel 

DATE Saturday Nursery Schedule  

8/01 Cynthia Competiello 

8/08 Kelly Wise 

8/15 Roseanne Moreland 

8/22 Tammy Kana 

8/29 Lynn Tomich 

 Sunday Service: 09:00 am 

8/02 Vanessa Baxley 

8/09 Kari Eary 

8/16 Steve & Lenia Coates 

8/23 Britta Foster 

8/30 Danielle Disimile 

 Sunday ABC: 10:15 am 

8/02 Jennifer Fontaine 

8/09 Judy Koch 

8/16 Sandra Loza 

8/23 Erika Menter 

8/30 Jennifer Reese 

     August Altar Guild team: 

Jayma Bezzy 
Kim Van Gorp 

Martha Pinnow 

Projectionist & Sound Tech 

Jeremy Hough 

Kirby Van Hoose 

Jared Weiss 

Michael Biggers 

Nicholas Scherschel 

Officers & Directors: 
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Adult Bible Class Options: 
Sunday: 

Bill Reeseõs class is studying New Testament  
books of the Bible — High School Rm. 4.  
Randy Priemõs class is studying Lutherõs Large 
Catechism— High School Rm. 6. 
Steve & Sally Mennickeõs class is studying The 
Journeys of St. Paul in High School Rm. 5 
Jim Webb:  The NEXT Adult Information Class will 
be held in High School Rm. 11; starting, Sunday, 
August 23rd.  It is open to all guests, visitors, 
school families, members and anyone interested 
in becoming a Communicant member of the Lu-
theran Church. 
Dianne Wakeland begins a new the Beth Moore 
series in early September. 

Monday: 
Pastor Lineberger continues a study of God‘s 
Word throughout the Scriptures as to what we are 
told concerning the End Times and the 2nd Com-
ing of Jesus Christ; in the Church Annex (K-4 
house) from 11:00 - 12:00 noon. 

Tuesday: 
Bill Reese leads the Promise Keepers Bible study 
@ The Development office (Church annex; K-4 
Bldg); 6:30—7:30 am.  All men are invited to at-
tend . 

Wednesday: 
Bill Reese leads an Adult Bible Class off-campus 
each Wednesday morning 6:30—7:30 am. Contact 
Bill for directions. 
Liz Weiss resumes the W-4 group study and exer-
cise on August 12th at 4:30 pm behind the Gym 
and in the COC, Rm. 24. 
Jim Webb continues the study of History of the 
early Christian Church, at 6:00 pm in the COC—
Rm. 24. 

Thursday: 
Jim Webb & Pastor Lineberger continue the EE 
Outreach Training ministry from 6:30 — 8:30 pm. 
This course will equip you to effectively share your 
personal faith with anyone.   

Saturday: 
Fran Spaeth will host the Saturday evening ABC 
study of the Book of ―Job‖ from 5:00 — 5:50 pm in 
the COC.  Attending this Bible class is a good way 
to prepare for the Saturday evening worship.     
  

 
 Please select a course of study and join us as 
we explore Godõs plan for our lives.  If you would like 
to study a particular topic or Book of the Bible, con-
tact the church office @ 629-1794. 

Jim Webb, Church Growth 

 Script Gift Cards Report: 
 Just where to the profits from the sale of Script 

Cards go?  All profits from the sale of Script have been going 

into the Concordia Student Fund to help our students at-

tending Lutheran college/seminary.   

 How much have we earned?   We‘ve earned close to 

$2000.00 over the last 12 months and that is with very few 

people participating!  Just imagine how much could be 

raised if even 50% of our church and school parents partici-

pated! 

 Are we required to put the profits into the same min-

istry area?  No, we can use our Scrip profits for any number 

of ministry projects, like a new organ fund.  

 So what‘s stopping you from participating in this ex-

cellent fund raising program?  Nothing!  However, it is  frus-

trating to have such an easy money-maker and to not have 

people support it.   

 Just about everyone eats out sometime even if it‘s 

Burger King or Wendy‘s.  Plus there are hundreds of stores 

that participate. Simply call or stop by the Business office 

and speak to Janice Martin about all the available Script 

cards.   

Submitted by Janice Martin 

Daniel M. Horsman 

Check out the newest 

Horsman baby! Daniel 

Martin Horsman along 

with his proud parents.  

Their address: 

Rev. Jonathan Horsman 

4111 Wade Dr. 

Chattanooga, TN  37412 

(423) 624-0654                            

KIDS IN CHURCH 

A little boy was overheard praying: 'Lord, if you can't 

make me a better boy, don't worry about it.  I'm having 

a real good time like I am.' 

After the christening of his baby brother in church, Ja-

son sobbed all the way home in the back seat of the 

car.  His father asked him three times what was wrong. 

Finally, the boy replied, 'That preacher said he wanted 

us brought up in a Christian home,  And I wanted to 

stay with you guys.' 

A Sunday school teacher asked her children as they 

were on the way to church service, 

'And why is it necessary to be quiet in church?' One 

bright little girl replied, 'Because people are sleeping.' 

A wife invited some people to dinner.  At the table, she 

turned to their six-year-old daughter and said, 'Would 

you like to say the blessing?' 

'I wouldn't know what to say,' the girl replied.  'Just say 

what you hear Mommy say,' the wife answered.  The 

daughter bowed her head and said, 'Lord, why on 

earth did I invite all these people to dinner?' 
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 On June 8, 2009 the members of St. John 
Lutheran Church and School celebrated the bitter 
sweet arrival of Mr. William E. Schwochow in 
heaven.  The Lutheran Layman‘s League (LLL) of St. 
John will miss deeply our brother Bill and all the 
work he helped us successfully complete.  We all 
know that Bill is in heaven today, enjoying the rest 
of eternal life in the very presence of Jesus and all 
the saints. 
 Bill‘s daily witness of his faith in Christ was 
obvious to all who knew him and his example of the 
Christian lifestyle is one we are left here to follow.  
All men of St. John congregation are challenged to 
step-up and become a living disciple of Christ by 
following the will of our loving, forgiving and merciful 
Lord.  

 One way you can do this is to participate 
along with other members of our church family in 
the various ministries we have in place, and in 
those we are developing...including the great out-
reach work of the LLL.   Your participation at the 
meetings and in the various work projects that are 
undertaken will certainly allow each male member 
of St. John to walk closer with Jesus in the Great 
White Harvest field that we call Ocala, Florida. 
 Please consider attending the regular meet-
ings of the Lutheran Layman‘s League on the first 
Tuesdays of the month in the COC—room 24 at 6:30 
pm.  Our next meeting is Tuesday, August 4th; 
please join us as we serve the Lord with gladness. 

Submitted by Jim Webb  

LWML – Lutheran Women‘s Missionary League - 

Lutheran Women in Mission 

 

The LWML Prayer Chain has been praying for the 

concerns of members and friends of St. John for 

many, many years.    All members of the 

congregation are invited to submit prayer requests to 

the Prayer Chain.   Just call your request in to the 

church office and it will be forwarded to us. 

 

Check out the newly designed website of the Florida-

Georgia LWML @ http://www.flgalwml.com/. 

 

Our next meeting date is September 14th.  We will 

have a salad supper to start up our new meeting 

year. Mark your calendars – bring a friend – and 

enjoy a special time of fellowship.  The weekly 

worship folder will have more details as the time 

nears. 

 

Let‘s see if we can make August an Awesome month 

for donations to the LWML Mission fund.   The big 

LWML Mite Box in the narthex on the table next to 

the Cry Room is eagerly awaiting your 

donations………coins, dollar bills, checks…they all fit 

through the slot on top.  

 

Ladies, are you in need of a spiritual lift?  Do you 

need some quiet time, some time for laughter, some 

time for bible study, some time to watch a glorious 

sunset from the beach, some time to be with your 

sisters in Christ?  Join us for the FL-GA LWML 

Retreat, at the Sirata Beach Resort on St. Pete 

Beach, Sept. 25-27.  The theme is ―Feed My 

Lambs…. Feed My Sheep‖ based on John 21:15-17.   

You don‘t have to be active in our St. John LWML in 

order to attend.  All ladies of the congregation are 

automatically members of the LWML because it is an 

auxiliary of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod.  

Contact Carol Alberts 854-5507 for more 

information. 

 

http://www.flgalwml.com/
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Become a DISC-iple: 
A DRAMATICDRAMATICDRAMATIC, , , SCRIPTURALLYSCRIPTURALLYSCRIPTURALLY   SOUNDSOUNDSOUND, , , EF-EF-EF-

FECTIVEFECTIVEFECTIVE,,, ANDANDAND   NONNONNON---THREATNINGTHREATNINGTHREATNING   system to 
share your Christian faith in Christ with anyone! 

Do you sincerely want to obey Jesusõ com-
mand, but donõt know how? 

Well, hereõs an ideaé 
Our Gospel ministry friends at Tobias Communi-

cations have developed a series of scripturally 

sound DVD‘s that dramatically depict the ‗Greatest 

Story‘ ever told about the life, death and resurrec-

tion of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

They have developed the ‘HOPE, JOY & PEACE‘ 

DVD outreach package that can be purchased indi-

vidually or through our St. John Outreach Ministry, 

so that you can loan them out to your friends, 

neighbors, co-workers, new acquaintances...you 

know, .anyone you meet.   

You simply challenge them to view the DVDs and 

return them to you, so you can re-loan them to 

someone else.   Others, in turn, can be challenged 

to view the DVDs and return them to you so that you 

can re-loan them to someone else to view...and this 

process continues over and over again — ―BETTER 

THAN NETFLIX.‖ 

The òõGood News‘ message about Jesus Christ‖ 

and what He accomplished for everyone, will be ef-

fectively communicated to all who view these DVDs.   

And, they will see the Truth about God‘s plan for 

their lives as the Holy Spirit does all the work to 

open their hearts through these dramatic, Scripture 

based DVDs.  The power of God‘s Word will provide 

all the credibility; and your sincere love for your 

friend‘s eternal destination will be self evident.  They 

will appreciate your love for them, and they may 

want to become a DISC-iple, just like you. 

Each pack of DVDs    includes the following: 

Odyssey of St. Paul, by Dr. Paul Maier: 8 ses-

sions of 25 minutes each. (free study guide for 

women, by Merrie Eizenga available on the web-

site) 

Jesus Legend or Lord, by Dr. Paul Maier: 8 

sessions of 25 minutes. (free study guides avail-

able on the website) 

Christianity the First Three Centuries, by 

Dr. Paul Maier: 8 sessions of 25 minutes. (free 

study guides available on the website) 

Story of Jesus for Children: in 16 languages. 

Magdalena Released From Shame: in 8 

languages 

Jesus: Fact or Fiction: with Ravi Zacharius, 

Lee Strobel, Josh McDowell, Paul Maier, and oth-

ers. (free discussion guide available on the web-

site.) 

Struggle and Triumph: story of Olympic ath-

letes, and the Jesus film in 15 languages. 

Good Night Angel: CD for young children 

 Use these DVDs as a tool to reach out to 

those around you!  Invite your friends and family 

over for a MOVIEMOVIEMOVIE   NIGHTNIGHTNIGHT   with popcorn in your home 

and become a DISCDISCDISC---ipleipleiple! 

Definition: A DISC-iple:   

A follower of any great teacher.  Jesus commanded 

His disciples to make disciples of all nations.  A 

good disciple is more than just a follower.  Jesus 

said, òAll men will know that you are my disciples if 

you love one another.ó  John 13:35. 

 A true disciple does good works that glorify 

God.  Jesus said, òBy this my Father is glorified, that 

you bear much fruit; so shall you be my disciples.ó 

John 15:8. 

Hereõs the Deal! 

Through our partnership with Tobias Communi-

cations, they have agreed to package all 8 DVDs for 

only $32.00!  Or, you may choose any 4 for $20.00; 

and $4.00 for each DVD above 4. 

 

Make Your Selection: 

Number of DVD Packs you want:           @ $32.00 

Or, design your own (4 or more) DVD pack by indicat-

ing the number of DVDs you want  @ $4.00 each:   

1. Odyssey of St. Paul:     

2. Jesus Legend or Lord:     

3. Christianity the First Three Centuries:   

4. Story of Jesus for Children:    

5. Magdalena Released From Shame:   

6. Jesus: Fact or Fiction:     

7. Struggle and Triumph:     

8. Good Night Angel:(CD-Music)    

 

Call the church office 629-1794, #2 to place 

your order of DVDs!  And, we will arrange to get 

them out to you.  If you have any questions or would 

like more information about this new aspect of our 

Outreach Ministry, give us a call. 

Submitted by Jim Webb 

St. John DISC -iples :  
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CANCER RECOVERY MINISTRY: 
 The Cancer Recovery Ministry will not meet during the months of June, July and August.  Interest in con-

tinuing this ministry beginning September 2009 will be evaluated over the summer months.   Please keep this 

ministry in your prayers.   Individuals seeking information about this Ministry over the summer months are 

urged to contact Bob or Barbara Lineback at 352-694-5994 or Liz Weiss at 352-368-4096. 

So, How Can I Help Our Congregation and Community? 
 As an individual and/or a member of a small group, you can always volunteer to assist our congrega-
tion in one or more of the following ministry areas by: 
1. Completing the back side of one of our Prayer Request forms in the Pew racks.  (example below) 
2. Or, you can call the church office at 629-1794 and give us your name and the area of ministry you prefer 

to assist with;  
3. And, you can e-mail us at churchoffice2@stjohnocala.org to give us your information.  

Submitted by Jim Webb 

I GLADLY OFFER MYSELF TO BE A SPECIAL ASSISTANT WHEN I ATTEND WORSHIP SERVICES, TO PRAISE 
AND CELEBRATE THE ETERNAL INHERITANCE I HAVE RECEIVED, THROUGH THE SACRIFICE OF JESUS CHRIST 
WHO IS NOW, THE LORD OF MY LIFE.   I HUMBLY AND SINCERELY ACCEPT MY ROLE AS GODõS CO-WORKER, 
AND, I WANT TO SERVE WITH JOY IN ONE OR MORE OF THE FOLLOWING MINISTRY AREAS:  

(Please check all boxes that apply) 
 [  ] USHER: (Anyone confirmed)              [  ] GREETER: (Anyone that smiles) 
 [  ] ALTAR GUILD: (Anyone confirmed)     [  ] ACOLYTE: (children 4õ tall) 
 [  ] ADULT CHOIR                 [  ] MUSICIAN 
 [  ] COFFEE SERVER/ASSISTANT                [  ] FRIENDLY ENCOURAGER  
 [  ] PROVIDE A RIDE TO CHURCH ON:   Sat [ ], Sun [ ] 
 [  ] NURSERY ASSISTANT:    Sat. @ 5:45 PM [  ]; Sun.: @ 9:00 [  ], or 10:15 [  ] 
 [  ] OTHER MINISTRY AREAS:           
 [  ] Church Office Volunteer on: Mon. [  ], Tue. [  ], Wed. [  ], Thu. [  ], Fri. [  ](check one or more) 
 [  ] St. John Cares Volunteer    [   ] Bereavement Committee 
 [  ] Interfaith Emergency Service (Third Sunday of the Month) Evening Meal server for one of the  
   REMAININGREMAININGREMAINING   DATESDATESDATES   INININ   2009:2009:2009:  Sep 20th [   ];  Oct 18th  [  ]; Dec 20th [   ]; 

Thank you! 
 The Taylor family wishes to thank everyone for the prayers, support and help during their time of loss.  

Mr. Stanley Taylor (Stan‘s father) died July 12th and we celebrated his life during a memorial service here on 

Thursday, July 15th.   

New Worship Schedule: 

On Sunday, July 19th we began a new schedule for our Worship and Bible classes.  The new worship 

time is at 9:00 am with the Adult Bible Classes and Kids Bible Fellowship starting at 10:30 am. 

The Saturday evening schedule did not change, Adult Bible Class is at 5:00 pm and worship is at 

6:00 pm.  Please make note of this change and invite your friends to church with you this weekend. 

Thank you, Mr. Bob VanHoose: 
 On behalf of St. John Lutheran Church and School, we would like to thank God for the gift of His ser-

vant, Mr. Bob Vanhoose.    God continues to bless our church family with gifted people especially in times of 

financial stress.   

 We are grateful for the Christian Education Course ―Foundations in Personal Finances‖ by Dave Ram-

sey that Bob has so generously donated.  If you did not participated in this course, you truly have missed a 

Golden Opportunity to learn from one of the best, most dynamic experts on personal finances in America to-

day.  Thank you brother Bob.       A Grateful attendee... 
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Prayer Needs: 
Serving in the Military: Steven Jones [M/M Koch‘s son, Na-

tional Guard @ home]; Dale Schoolcraft [M/M Halabrin‘s son @ 

Osan AFB, Korea]; Bradley Wildman @ Camp LeJune, NC; Robert 

Capazzi [Patti Kull-Hertz‘s son @ Ft. Hood, Texas]; Jason Vaughn 

[M/M Don Asleson‘s grandson @ Iraq];  

Special needs: Griffin Anderson [M/M Buckner‘s grandson], 

Beth Biggers, Kylie Collins [Don Kaufman‘s granddaughter], Rich-

ard Johnston [M/M Behrmann‘s son], John Landon Capazzi [Patty 

Kull Hertz‘s grandson], Madison Pearsall [M/M Taylor‘s grand-

daughter], Anne Marie Singh,  

Pray for Shut-ins: J.J. Adcock, Hildegard Heger, Dolly Kisler, 

Carol Maurer, M/M David Miller, Gladys Weinspach, Art Magamoll 

and Paul Behrmann [Ocala Health & Rehab], Adrian Howell 

[Superior House], Walter Weiss [Marion House], Jerry Koch 

[Scott‘s Dad] 

Monthly News-Letter deadline is 4:00 pm on the 15th of 

each month in the church office.  Please submit all articles 

in WWWORDORDORD   DDDOCUMENTOCUMENTOCUMENT   FORMATFORMATFORMAT   on a 3.5ò Disc, CD, E-mail or 

media stick along with a printed copy. 

Prayer Vigils:  
 We will be holding our monthly Prayer Vigil in the Sanctuary on Wednesday August 5th.  Please stop by and help us lift up 
to the Lord the needs we and others have here at St. John.  This month we pray for the members and mission of our sister congre-
gation First Lutheran Church, Inverness, FL.  


