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Tell me again; “where does ALL the money come from?”

Which God Shall We Elect?

Loren Mead says he often asks this question in
many church audiences across America: “Are you
rich?” “The wusual audience response is denial.
‘Raise your hand if you are rich.” Most hands stay
down, and only slowly and reluctantly, one by one
they go up. Some refuse to participate. “Objectively
the question should be easy to answer. | have never
asked the question in any audience in which every
person present is not rich. Some are absurdly rich in
comparison to 99 percent of those in the world. And
others, just by being Americans, are probably better
off than 95 percent of the world’s population...“You
see, wealth...is the natural condition of all North
Americans...“Why do we work so hard to hide the fact
that we are rich? Why hide it even from ourselves?
Why does our wealth embarrass us?”

“Somewhere deep inside us is a place that can-
not come to terms with what it means to be what we
are. This is a spiritual question, and it is the one
spiritual question all Americans share. It may be the
one that most threatens us.” [Financial Meltdown in
the Mainline. Loren B. Mead]

In the deep places of our souls, we know that Je-
sus was right when he said, “No one can serve two
masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love
the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the
other. You cannot serve God and wealth” (Matthew
6:24). In each of our lives, two candidates are run-
ning for election as president. Each day of each
week, each of us must decide which god to elect.
The weekly offering in our worship service helps us to
make the right choice.

Money Is Everything!

“Money plays a major role in our personali-
ties...“The way money exerts these enormous influ-
ences in our lives is determined less by how much of
it we have than by the philosophy we have adopted
regarding money. “That personal philosophy deter-
mines how we think and behave regarding money,
and tends to fall into one of four general patterns:

e Some people insist that money is not impor-
tant. ‘Money does not buy happiness,” they
often say.

¢ Other people insist that money is the most im-
portant thing in life. ‘Money is not the key to
happiness, 'they say, ‘but if you have enough
of it, you can have a key made!l’

o Still other people say that life is like two lanes
of traffic. ‘Money is important in the material
lane but not in the spiritual lane,” they seem to
say. ‘To connect with God, you move to the

spiritual lane—you pray. To be in touch with the
real world, you move to the material lane—you
run in the rat race, trying to make a buck.’

e Jesus held a fourth view. Jesus said that

money is everything—not in the usual sense of
that term but in the spiritual sense. Jesus did
not divide reality into two parts—the material
and the spiritual. He said that the way we think
and behave with regard to money impacts us
both physically and spiritually. Its use and mis-
use affect our relationship with God and the
quality of our life. ‘For Where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also,” Jesus said (Luke
12:34), illustrating his point with a story about
a rich man who tried to achieve a quality life by
building more barns to hold his wealth. The
punch line says, ‘So it is with those who store
up treasures for themselves but are not rich
toward God’ (Luke 12:21).“ [Money Is/Isn’'t
Everything, Herb Miller]

Which of those four views describes your phi-

losophy of money?

When It Is God Versus “Stuff,” Who Wins?

“We live in a culture...that is preoccupied with
money. We respect people who have it and write
whole television series about how they make it and
spend it. While church members hear one sermon a
week on average, they are exposed to about sixteen
hundred commercials every day, on billboards and
bus seats, in newspapers and magazines, on
matchbooks and clothes with designer and product
logos, on radio and television, each offering advice
on how to spend their money. What is the church’s
responsibility for guiding them through this cacoph-
ony of opportunities?” [Behind the Stained Glass Win-
dows, John and Sylvia Ronsvalle]

People who object to any mention of money in the
church forget that Jesus talked about it frequently.
He said that commitment to “stuff” undermines our
spiritual health and challenges his lordship. “Then
Jesus told his disciples, ‘If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and take up
their cross and follow me. For those who want to
save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life
for my sake will find it. For what will it profit them if
they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or
what will they give in return for their life?’” (Matthew
12:24-26).

On the playing field of your personality, who wins—

God or stuff?
Submitted by Jim Webb
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SAVE $$888 and support St John!!!

The Saints Network

2009 - 2010

IS
NOW
AVAILABLE!!!

Go online at www.stjohnocala.org
and click on Saints Network
(or ask for a hardcopy in the

church or school offices)

You will find St John discounts and information
the next time you need to purchase goods or ser-
vices !!!

It’s a great way to support
and to get to know
other St John families!!!

Questions or comments? Please contact Melissa at 622-7275 or mecondon@stjohnocala.org
(This directory will be updated each summer.)
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HOLY E-MAIL
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One day God was looking down at Earth and
saw all of the rascally behavior that was going on.

So he called one of His angels and sent the
angel to Earth for a time. When he returned, he told
God, 'Yes, it is bad on Earth; 95% are misbehaving
and only 5% are not.

God thought for a moment and said, 'Maybe |
had better send down a second angel to get another
opinion.'

So God called another angel and sent him to
Earth for a time.

When the angel returned he went to God and
said, 'Yes, it's true. The Earth is in decline; 95% are
misbehaving, but 5% are being good.'

God was not pleased. So He decided to e-
mail the 5% that were good, because he wanted to
encourage them, and give them a little something to
help them keep going.

Do you know what the e-mail said?

Okay, | was just wondering, because | didn't
get one either.

This is a silly story...but it does cause us all to
stop and think about what God has planned for us to
be doing with our lives. If we look carefully in the first
few chapters of the book of Acts in the New Testa-
ment, we find that the newly converted believers in
Jesus Christ were very busy helping one another,
sharing everything they had and meeting together in
their homes and most importantly sharing their new
found faith in Jesus, the Messiah — who died on the
cross to pay in full their personal sin debt.

We too, need to be focused on sharing the
faith we have so generously been given through our
Baptism with everyone God places in our path daily.
Jesus promised His disciples (and that promise is for
us also) that He will be with us to the very end of
time. Not only this, He also tells us that He will give
us the Word to say as we have opportunity to share
our faith in Him with everyone.

So how do we become prepared to do this
faith sharing ministry?

e The very best way to become prepared is to join
an Adult Bible Class (ABC) where God’s Word is
studied and discussed among other Christian be-
lievers.

e To become equipped by completing one of our
various Intentional Outreach training courses.

o To become a DISC-ipler: (see the article on page
9).

e To volunteer to become involved in one of our
many ministries here at St. John. (See page 11).

e To become a willing participant in our church and
school as we intentionally—Shepherd individuals
into the family of Christ.

e To support the ongoing ministry and mission work
by being a good Christian Steward who manages
well all the gifts God has so abundantly given us.

o By attending our weekend worship services and
by participating in our St. John sponsored Bible
Classes offered throughout the week — see the
listing on page 7.

e By being an ambassador of Jesus Christ, as we
live and work in the community where others will
know who we truly are by the love we demon-
strate for everyone.

We can start today! We can start everyday by
looking, studying God’s Word. We just need to trust
in Him alone. We can’t accomplish much if we think
we are in control. We need to allow Him to be the
Lord of our lives. He is not our co-pilot...He is the pi-
lot and we are His Good News messengers. We es-
pecially need to honor His command: All authority in
heaven and on earth have been given to me! There-
fore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey every-
thing | have commanded of you. And, surely | am
with you always, to the very end of the age. Matthew
28: 19-20.

Submitted by Jim Webb

cisions that | might honor Him in all that | do.

Psalm 23 (For the Work Place)
The Lord is my real boss, and | shall not want. He gives me peace, when chaos is all around me. He
gently reminds me to pray and do all things without murmuring and complaining.
He reminds me that He is my source and not my job. He restores my sanity everyday and guides my de-

Even though | face absurd amounts of e-mails, system crashes, unrealistic deadlines, budget cutbacks,
gossiping co-workers, discriminating supervisors and an aging body that doesn't cooperate every morning, | still
will not stop— for He is with me! His presence, His peace, and His power will see me through.

He raises me up, even when they fail to promote me. He claims me as His own, even when the com-
pany threatens to let me go. His Faithfulness and love is better than any bonus check
His retirement plan beats any 401Kk there is! When it's all said and done, I'll be working for Him a whole lot

Submitted by Jim Webb
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Ministry Updates:
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e

e Household items wanted--If you are looking for a
worthy place to donate unwanted household
items, including appliances, furniture, toys,
books, linens, baby needs, and kitchen wares,
please contact Bonnie Vitale at 620-8545. She
collects items on behalf of the Domestic Violence
Shelter, and then gives them freely when a
women is ready to set up a new home with her
family. All items tax deductible.

e Children needing a home--Two girls from the
Ukraine (I believe their ages were 10 and 12)
want to find a loving and forever home through
adoption. They are sisters who want to stay to-
gether and would desperately love a family here
in the states. Please contact Sierra Cook at
Itbluhue@aol.com

o New leader needed--I am thrilled to announce
that the Care Ministry now has over 30 ministry
partners who have said they are happy to help in
various capacities when a St John church or
school family has a need! Isn't that wonderful? |
was happy to get this started and organized, but
| feel that | am falling short of doing all that could

N
be done with such a wonderful ministry and won-
derful group of people. My plate is full with a full-
time job and two little ones who need my full at-
tention, and | don't want to see the ministry lapse
into obscurity due to my busy schedule. Would
you please consider whether you feel God would
like you to lead or co-lead this vital ministry
group? Here are the current activities of the min-
istry, although a new leader would have latitude
to make changes:
ehelp those recovering from short-term illness or
surgery with meals, transportation, house/pet
issues
eprovide support to our church's largest minis-
try: the school administrators, staff, teachers,
and students
ehelp those grieving the loss of a loved one in
any way they request

| ask that you pray as to whether you could

do this or know someone that could do this, and

also pray that we find that leader before school

starts.
Melissa Condon

Active Membership means that we all Participate and Vote:

The following announcement was printed in a
worship folder published March 8, 1959. It was pro-
vided as an encouragement to all voting members to
participate in the mission work of St. John Lutheran
congregation. It was sound advice then and today,
50 years later.

As Voting Members (Confirmed and 18 years of
age or older), we can blame no one but ourselves, if
we continue to waive our voting responsibilities as
members of this congregation. The truth has not
changed; our congregation is still the Lord’s church
where He has called each one of us to serve Him.

Our mission work has not changed; it is to share
the 'Good News’ of Jesus Christ with the world, start-
ing right here in Ocala, Florida. We pray that each
voting member will honor their role as an active
member and participate in the mission and ministry
work of the Lord’s church called “St. John Lutheran
Church and School.”

Please arrange to be present on Sunday, August
30 to exercise your responsibility as an active voting
member of St. John Lutheran Church.

VOTER’S ASSEMBLY: Wednesday at 9:00 P.M.
The attendance at our Voter's Meeting has been very
good. But we still encourage all of you to attend.

If you are not at a Voter's Meeting, you waive your

right to vote and it is certainly unbecoming of a Chris-
tian to sit back and take shots at those who were
concerned about the work of the Lord's kingdom.

Come to the voters Meeting if you are sincerely
concerned about the building of the Lord’s kingdom
in Ocala, because remember “the little boat in the
fog usually toots the loudest.” If you come to the
voter's meeting for any other purpose than to serve
the Lord Jesus, then you are wrong in being there. If
you come or personal prestige, if you come to inflict
your will upon the will of God, if you come for your
own glory you are wrong!

As you come to voters Meeting, you come to
Church, for only one purpose - “to glorify your God
through your Lord Jesus Christ.” Ask yourself this
question next time: “Is this truly why | am here?”

Our precious Lord and Savior gave His life for the
Church [those who believe in Him], and He is still
Lord of the Church. When we put our faith in Him
we're saying that we do believe in Him and we do
believe His Word when He says, “all things will work
together for the good of those who love God.”

Remember the words of the Bible, “if it be of God,
it will prosper, if it be not of God, it will pass away.”
Blessed is the person who is able to say in all hon-
estly: “as for me and my house, we will serve the

Lord.”
Submitted by Jim Webb
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HOW GIFTS TO ST. JOHN SCHOOL ARE MATCHED BY THRIVENT
FINANCIAL FOR LUTHERANS
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Thrivent Financial for Lutherans help it’s members contribute even more to St. John Lutheran School
through the Giving Plus Program.

For every $2.00 contributed to St. John Pre School, St. John Elementary and Middle School, and St. John
High School by members of Thrivent, and those who own Thrivent Mutual Funds and Thrivent Life Insurance Com-
pany products, Thrivent Financial for Lutherans will add another $1.00.

Thrivent has earmarked a total of $22.3 million for Giving Plus in 2009.

Volunteering is important to Thrivent. When a donor member gives at least 25 hours of volunteer service to
St. John Lutheran School, Thrivent will contribute an additional $25.

Eligible donations include a monetary gift of cash, check or money order. In addition, stock or mutual fund
share transfers are acceptable gifts.

Following 1s a record matching fund applications sent to Thrivent by St. John from 2006 to the present:

2006: 35 applications submitted covering gifts of $70,575.00

2007: 43 applications submitted covering gifts of $12,740.00

2008: 56 applications submitted covering gifts of $17,180.00

are currently not one.

2009 through August 17: 26 applications covering gifts of $1600.00
Care 1in Congregations is another program offered by Thrivent which supports our church with some of its
special projects. St. John has received in excess of $9,500 during the past five years for such projects as fellowship
dinners, Colorado Youth Mission Trips and Reformation Festival.
You are mvited to participate in this program if you are a member and consider becoming a member if you

Call Dick Rath, Director of Development, at 352-622-7252 x 2025.

Why Do We Bother To Go To Church?

A Church go-er once wrote a letter to the
editor of a newspaper and complained that it
made no sense to go to church every Sunday.
"I've gone for 30 years now," he wrote, "and in
that time | have heard something like 203,000
sermons. But for the life of me, | can't remember
a single one of them. So, | think I'm wasting my
time and the pastors are wasting theirs by giving
sermons at all."

This started a real controversy in the
"Letters to the Editor" column, much to the de-
light of the editor. It went on for weeks until
someone wrote this clincher:

"I've been married for 30 years now. In
that time my wife has cooked some 32,000
meals. But, for the life of me, | cannot recall the
entire menu for a single one of those meals. But
| do know this. They all nourished me and gave
me the strength | needed to do my work. If my
wife had not given me these meals, | would be
physically dead today.

Likewise, if | had not gone to church for
nourishment, | would be spiritually dead today!

"When you are DOWN to nothing...God is
UP to something! Faith sees the invisible, be-
lieves the incredible and receives the impossible!
Thank God for our physical AND our spiritual
nourishment!

We here at St. John have too much mission
and ministry at stake to express the attitude of
the first writer in this article. We have a duty, and
honor and most importantly, a love response to
the GRACE God has so richly blessed us all with
to sit on the side-lines...we choose to be an active
member of this church and school family. God
has called each one of us to be a CO-WORKER in
His great harvest fields; including the harvest
field we call Ocala, Florida.

Come and join us in the REAL WORK!
Which is trusting God’s only begotten Son, Jesus,
the Christ who provides us with everything!

Submitted by Jim Webb
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If you are not able to serve on the date (s) scheduled, please call the church office (352) 629-1794 and leave a message. Thank you for your willingness to serve.

13 Mrs. Fran Spaeth
13 Mrs. Debra Wilkinson
14 Mr. Robert Lanier

Mr./Mrs. Larry Brown
Mr./Mrs. Robert Menter Jr.
Mr./Mrs. Dan Bezzy

Schedule of Volunteers: The Saint John Courier
September Altar Guild team: Officers & Directors: Elders:
;rag apa?ﬂ;] Bill Reese 732-4129 Pres. Brett Higginbotham 351-3320
arb Henric L
Brenda Rhodes Eric Williams 622-8013 V. Pres. Ed Todd 629-5434
Lenia Coates 274-2706 Sec. Gary Koltz 201-2511
USHERS @ 06:00 pm Marty Gray 732-8606  Tres. Chris Reese 236-0847
9/05 Bill Krog & Fran Spaeth Mark Asleson 624-0372 Director David Singh 502-2929
i i Joan Cibock 591-1925 Director
9/12 Mike & Lynn Tomich o e e D John Westol 629-5769
9/19 Jeff & Pat Sauey ennis ivieunier - Irector
Henry Alberts 854-5507
9/26 John & Phyllis Wall Russ Bier 694-5529 Director v .
Roger Danielson  591-2299 Director | | 20N Kaufman—Chair. 624-3728
USHERS @ 09:00 am Sue Dean 351-9656 Director | | Marty Lockley 622-8983
_ N Patty Kul-Hertz ~ 489-0957 Director | |Steve Mennicke 690-1623
9/06 Eric & Brenda Williams, ) ) ] . 489-4838
9/13 Stan & Deb Taylor, Gren Condon 671-7931 Director | |Karl Raabe—V. Chair. 732-6180
Doug & Kris Strouse Jeff Reines—Sec. 622-7092
9/20 Dick & Phil Rath Jeff Spaeth 629-3374
Ray & Shelby Putansu Scott Zellak 691-1361
9/27 Bill & Meta Reese
Jerry & Jeremy Billmeier .
September Birthdays! |18  Mr. Henry Alerts
- 19 Mrs. Pat Adams
1 Mrs. Eileen Penno . .
. 19 Mr. Richard Rubin
1 Mr. George E Sinak 20 Miss Cathy M
1 Mrs. Carol Urban ISs Lathy Maurer
DATE Saturday Nursery Schedule 2 Tara Dwyer 21 Tyler Porter
o 5 Mr. Stanley Taylor 22 Christina Condon
/05 Lauren Faw . . 22 Mr. Clayton Wagner
3 Miss Brittany Dwyer o5 Mrs. Judy Koch
9/12 Melissa Condon j hﬂ;ﬁh;\lr?rl;c;yggaker 26 Miss Allison Bezzy
9/19 Robin Gray . . 27 Samuel Menter
4 Mr. Michael Tomich o8 Mr. Matthew Singh
9/26 Melissa Koltz 6 Mr. Clifford Kapilla e M.r' ; eWS '”gth
6 Mrs. Kristine Strouse o8 M'Sj Ilnsve){ pae
7 Mrs. Christina Asleson r. JO€l WeISs
Sunday Service: 09:00 am 7 Mr. John Wall 29 Tanner Kana
9/06 Mallory Risko 8 Mrs. Lenia Coates gg Mrs. E.“Z:bith Kruger
8 Mr. Richard Kruger rs. m. a ) rem
9/13 John Cutich 8 Katie Nicole Levy 30 Mr. David Lineberger
9/20 Chris Deines 8 Mrs. Robin Levy , ,
_ _ 8 Miss Jordan Runion September Anniversaries!
9/27 Jennifer Fontaine 9 Brittany Higginbotham 5 Mr./Mrs. Robert Saputo
12 mrS.J Kri]m(\:/an ﬁ(jrp 3 Mr./Mrs. Bryan Runion
. 10 r. John Cutich Jr. 4 Mr./Mrs. Larry Cooper
9/06 Sheri Higginbotham g SMavall/rﬂnﬁh (falqsmeron 6 Mr./Mrs. Ed Garcia
; r. Michael Biggers 8 Mr./Mrs. Larry Turner
/13 Katie Porter 13 Macy Fraunfelter 8 Mr./Mrs. Robert Wagner
9/20 Linda Priem 13 Beth Erin Levy 17 Mr./Mrs. Paul Burtzlaff
9/27 Robin Levy 13 Mr. Carlton Reese 20 Mr./Mrs. John Hough
21
23
23
29

Projectionist & Sound Tech

Jeremy Hough
Kirby Van Hoose
Jared Weiss
Michael Biggers
Nicholas Scherschel

14 Joshua Menter

15 Mr. Andrew Westol

16 Mrs. Mary Zellak

17 Mr. Paul Behrmann
17 Brittany Billmeier

17 Mr. Steven Lineberger
17 Mrs. Annalisa Rehkop
17 Mr. Tom Urban

Mr./Mrs. Ivon Page

NOTE: Please, call the church office to
update your special dates (629-1794).




Volume 64, Issue 08

Script Gift Cards Report:

Just where to the profits from the sale of Script
Cards go? All profits from the sale of Script have been going
into the Concordia Student Fund to help our students at-
tending Lutheran college/seminary.

How much have we earned? We've earned close to
$2000.00 over the last 12 months and that is with very few
people participating! Just imagine how much could be
raised if even 50% of our church and school parents partici-
pated!

Are we required to put the profits into the same min-
istry area? No, we can use our Scrip profits for any number
of ministry projects, like a new organ fund.

So what’s stopping you from participating in this ex-
cellent fund raising program? Nothing! However, itis frus-
trating to have such an easy money-maker and to not have
people support it.

Just about everyone eats out sometime even if it's
Burger King or Wendy’s. Plus there are hundreds of stores
that participate. Simply call or stop by the Business office
and speak to Janice Martin about all the available Script
cards.

Submitted by Janice Martin

New & Conti

nuing Activities Page 7
Adult Bible Class Options:
Sunday:

o Bill Reese’s class is studying the books of the New
Testament in the Conference room of the Family
Activity Bldg. (FAB).

e Randy Priem’s class is studying Luther’s Large
Catechism— High School Rm. 6.

o Steve & Sally Mennicke’s class continues the
VIDEO series by Dr. Paul Maier on The Journeys of
St. Paul in High School Rm. 5

 Jim Webb: leads Adult Information Classes in High

School Rm. 11; starting, Sunday, August 23rd. It

is open to all guests, visitors, school families,

members and anyone interested in becoming a

member of the Lutheran Church.

Chip Ingram’s VIDEQ series:“Experiencing God’s

Dream for your Marriage” is lead by Bob Van

Hoose in the Sanctuary.

Dianne Wakeland begins a new the Beth Moore

VIDEO series in early September.

Monday:
Pastor Lineberger continues a study of God’s

Word throughout the Scriptures as to what we are

“UNDIES SUNDAYS” IN SEPTEMBER:

September has again been designated as
“Undies Sundays” month here at St. John!!! We will
be collecting new underwear for Interfaith. New un-
derwear is needed in all sizes for men, women, and
children. A laundry basket will be set up in the Nar-
thex to collect the packages or you may make a
cash donation and someone will do the shopping
for you. If you're out shopping, check out the clear-
ance racks in the underwear departments or watch
for sales on underwear from places like Kohl’'s, Wal-
Mart, Target, K-Mart, Dollar Store, etc.

Underwear is a necessity of everyday life and
there is a critical need for it for the homeless peo-
ple living in our community. Why not pick up some
socks too? Last year St. John collected over 800
pair. Let’s see if we can top that this year!

Matthew 25:34, 36: “Come, you who are
blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the
kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the
world. For | was hungry and you gave me some-
thing to eat, | was thirsty and you gave me some-
thing to drink...I needed clothes and you clothed
me...”

Submitted by Janice Martin

told concerning the End Times and the 2nd Com-
ing of Jesus Christ; in the Church Annex (K-4
house) from 11:00 - 12:00 noon.

Tuesday:
Bill Reese leads the Promise Keepers Bible study
@ The Development office (Church annex; K-4
Bldg); 6:30—7:30 am. All men are invited to at-
tend .

Wednesday:

Bill Reese leads an Adult Bible Class off-campus
each Wednesday morning 6:30—7:30 am. Contact
Bill for directions.
Liz Weiss resumes the W-4 group study and exer-
cise on August 12t at 4:30 pm behind the Gym
and in the COC, Rm. 24.
Jim Webb continues the VIDEO SERIES by Dr. Paul
Maier on the History of the early Christian Church,
at 6:00 pm in the COC—Rm. 24.

Thursday:
Jim Webb & Pastor Lineberger continue the EE
Outreach Training ministry from 6:30 — 8:30 pm.
This course will equip you to effectively share your
personal faith with anyone.

Saturday:
Fran Spaeth will host the Saturday evening ABC
study of the Book of “Job” from 5:00 — 5:50 pm in
the COC. Attending this Bible class is a good way
to prepare for the Saturday evening worship.

Please select a course of study and join us as we

explore God’s plan for our lives. If you would like to
study a particular topic or Book of the Bible, contact

the church office @ 629-1794.
Jim Webb, Church Growth
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R LUTHERAN MEN & WOMEN IN MISSION:
What is so special about the month of Together these two auxiliaries of our Synod
September? To our LWML ladies it marks the  continue to serve our Lord in carrying out the Great

resumption of monthly fellowship opportunities for
bible study and carrying out the mission of the
LWML after a summer vacation. You see, the
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) is
the official women’s auxiliary of The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod. For over 65 years, the
LWML has focused on affirming each woman’s
relationship with Christ, encouraging and equipping
women to live out their Christian lives in active

mission ministries and to support global missions.

The LLL (Lutheran Laymen’s League) known
also as LHM (Lutheran Hour Ministries) is the
men’s auxiliary of our Synod.

The LHM Mission: Bringing Christ to the Nations—
and the Nations to the Church.

The LHM Identity Statement: People Of Christ With
The Message Of Hope

The LHM Vision Statement: All nations, all peoples,
all in Christ!

The Three Initiatives of LHM:

1) Powerfully proclaim Christ's love in the public
arena so the un-churched can come to know
and respond to Christ's love.

2) Equip Lutheran Church members worldwide
with adequate skills and a passion to share
their faith and welcome the un-churched.

3) Engage Lutheran Church congregations
worldwide in a commitment to reach all nations,
all peoples, all in Christ.

Commission.

On September 14t at 6 P.M. in St. John’s
new Family Activities Building both organizations
will be meeting for a salad potluck supper. To coin
a phrase, we are “Better Together.” Shelby
Putansu will lead a short bible study. All members
of the congregation are invited and encouraged to
join us for this evening of food, fellowship, and fun.
We will have a “Beautiful Feet” Gifts from the Heart
ingathering in which we will collect new socks or
tennis shoes for Interfaith, if you so desire to
contribute. Also, there will be a box on the Narthex
as well. Please sign up on the sheet to attend that
is also in the Narthex so we know how many places
to set at the table. Shelby Putansu can be answer

any questions you may have (351-3877).

On October 17%, our North Central Florida
Zone LWML will hold its Fall Rally at Peace
Lutheran Church, Dunnellon. Featured speaker will
be Marilyn H. Treanor, FL-GA LWML District
President who will present a program on her

mission trip to Kenya.

Ladies take note: Have you ever wanted to
attend a Women of Faith gathering? Our sister
congregation, Trinity, Summerfield, has a very
active Women’s Ministry and is sponsoring just
such an event on October 24, Featured speaker
will be Phyllis Wallace of the LHM radio program
“Woman to Woman.” More information will be

forthcoming.
Submitted by Carol Alberts

THANK YOU ALL!

Dear St. John family,

"Praise be to God and the Father of our Lord Je-
sus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of
all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so
that we can comfort those in trouble with the comfort
we ourselves have received from God." [ll Corinthians
1:3-5]. "Blessed are those who mourn for they shall
be comforted," [Matthew 5:4].

Comfort and then some is truly what we experi-
enced in the loss of Stan's dad. We were over-
whelmed by the outpouring of love and generosity as
our St. John family reached out to us with many ges-

tures of blessing to us. Thank you so much to each
and every one of us who supported us.

We would ask that you continue to keep Stan's
mom, Mary, in your prayers as she continues to ad-
just to life without her hubby. Also, the family will
travel to NH the weekend of September 26 for the
committal service in Swanzey, NH.

Thank you again for the loving support that blessed
us in our time of sorrow.

In Christ,
Deb, Stan Taylor; Mary Taylor; Bobby, Erika, Joseph,

Samuel and Joshua Menter
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Become a DISC-ipler:

e A DRAMATIC, SCRIPTURALLY SOUND, EF-
FECTIVE, AND NON-THREATNING system
to share your Christian faith with anyone!

e Do you sincerely want to obey Jesus’ com-
mand, but don’t know how?

Well, here’s a great concept...

Our Gospel ministry friends at Tobias Communi-
cations have developed a series of scripturally
sound DVD’s that dramatically depict the ‘Greatest
Story’ ever told about the life, death and resurrec-
tion of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

They have developed the 'HOPE, JOY & PEACE’
DVD outreach package that can be purchased indi-
vidually or through our St. John Outreach Ministry,
so that you can loan them out to your friends,
neighbors, co-workers, new acquaintances...you
know, .anyone you meet.

You simply challenge them to view the DVDs and
return them to you, so you can re-loan them to
someone else. Others, in turn, can be challenged
to view the DVDs and return them to you so that you
can re-loan them to someone else to view...and this
process continues over and over again — “BETTER
THAN NETFLIX.”

The “Good News’ message about Jesus Christ”
and what He accomplished for everyone, will be ef-
fectively communicated to all who view these DVDs.
And, they will see the Truth about God’s plan for
their lives as the Holy Spirit does all the work to
open their hearts through these dramatic, Scripture
based DVDs. The power of God’s Word will provide
all the credibility; and your sincere love for your
friend’s eternal destination will be self evident. They
will appreciate your love for them, and they may
want to become a DISC-iple, just like you.

Each pack of DVDs includes the following:

« QOdyssey of St. Paul, by Dr. Paul Maier: 8 ses-
sions of 25 minutes each. (free study guide for
women, by Merrie Eizenga available on the web-
site)

« Jesus lLegend or Lord, by Dr. Paul Maier: 8
sessions of 25 minutes. (free study guides avail-
able on the website)

« Christianity the First Three Centuries, by
Dr. Paul Maier: 8 sessions of 25 minutes. (free
study guides available on the website)

. Story of Jesus for Children: in 16 languages.

« Magdalena Released From Shame: in 8
languages

o Jesus: Fact or Fiction: with Ravi Zacharius,
Lee Strobel, Josh McDowell, Paul Maier, and oth-
ers. (free discussion guide available on the web-
site.)

« Struggle and Triumph: story of Olympic ath-
letes, and the Jesus film in 15 languages.

« Good Night Angel: CD for young children

Use these DVDs as a tool to reach out to
those around you! Invite your friends and family
over for a MOVIE NIGHT with popcorn in your home
and become a DISC-iple!

Definition: A DISC-iple:
A follower of any great teacher. Jesus commanded
His disciples to make disciples of all nations. A
good disciple is more than just a follower. Jesus
said, “All men will know that you are my disciples if
you love one another.” John 13:35.

A true disciple does good works that glorify
God. Jesus said, “By this my Father is glorified, that
you bear much fruit; so shall you be my disciples.”
John 15:8.

Here’s the Deal!

Through our partnership with Tobias Communi-
cations, they have agreed to package all 8 DVDs for
only $32.00! Or, you may choose any 4 for $20.00;
and $4.00 for each DVD above 4.

Make Your Selection:
Number of DVD Packs you want: @ $32.00
Or, design your own (4 or more) DVD pack by indicat-
ing the number of DVDs you want @ $4.00 each:

1. Odyssey of St. Paul:

Jesus Legend or Lord:

Christianity the First Three Centuries:
Story of Jesus for Children:
Magdalena Released From Shame:
Jesus: Fact or Fiction:

Struggle and Triumph:

Good Night Angel:(CD-Music)

0 NOOO~WN

Call the church office 629-1794, #2 to place
your order of DVDs! And, we will arrange to get
them out to you. If you have any questions or would
like more information about this new aspect of our

Outreach Ministry, give us a call.
Submitted by Jim Webb
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So, How Can | Help Our Congregation and Community?
As an individual and/or a member of a small group, you can always volunteer to assist our congrega-
tion in one or more of the following ministry areas by:
1. Completing the back side of one of our Prayer Request forms in the Pew racks. (example below)
2. Or, you can call the church office at 629-1794 and give us your name and the ministry area you prefer to
assist with;
3. And, you can e-mail us at churchoffice2@stjohnocala.org to give us your information.

| GLADLY OFFER MYSELF TO BE A SPECIAL ASSISTANT WHEN | ATTEND WORSHIP SERVICES, TO PRAISE
AND CELEBRATE THE ETERNAL INHERITANCE | HAVE RECEIVED, THROUGH THE SACRIFICE OF JESUS CHRIST
WHO IS NOW, THE LORD OF MY LIFE. | HUMBLY AND SINCERELY ACCEPT MY ROLE AS GOD’S CO-WORKER,
AND, | WANT TO SERVE WITH JOY IN ONE OR MORE OF THE FOLLOWING MINISTRY AREAS:
(Please check all boxes that apply)

[ 1 USHER: (Anyone confirmed) [ 1 GREETER: (Anyone that smiles)

[ TALTAR GUILD: (Anyone confirmed) [ 1ACOLYTE: (children 4’ tall)

[ JADULT CHOIR [ 1 MusiciaN

[ 1 CoFFEE SERVER/ASSISTANT [ 1 FRIENDLY ENCOURAGER

[ 1 PROVIDE A RIDE TO CHURCH ON: Sat[]. Sun

[ 1 NURSERY ASSISTANT: Sat. @ 5:45PM[ 1;Sun.: @9:00[ ],or10:157[ ]

[ 1 OTHER MINISTRY AREAS:

[ 1 Church Office Volunteer on:Mon. [ ], Tue.[ ], Wed. [ 1, Thu. [ ], Fri. [ ](check one or more)
[ 1St. John Cares Volunteer [ 1Bereavement Committee

[

] Interfaith Emergency Service (Third Sunday of the Month) Evening Meal server for one of the
REMAINING DATES IN 2009: Sep 20th [ ]; Oct 18th [ J; Dec 20th [ ];

New Fall Sunday Youth Ministry Announced:

SAVE THE DATE: Our High School group will be meeting in the
Sunday, September 13, 2009 will be gym. It is our hope that this new program will

the beginning of our fall Kids Bible Fellowship  2Lact many from our school who are un-
. o churched. We continue to seek leaders and
(KBF) ministry activities. Our newly formed

youth ministry committee is working on the helpers. Please prayerfully consider this and

. ; . : . contact me or the church office for more in-
final preparations to provide a quality spiritual formation
experience in a new, exciting format that will Co
: ) Our children are the future. Our new
be available for all youth from Pre/K thru High . :
. cars will rust....our houses will fall to decay,
School. There will be new approaches to . o
. . yet we still have the possibility of a strong and
youth ministry, new leadership and new op-

o : shining future when we educate our children
portunities for people to get involved and use ) . ; .
) . to believe in themselves and in the wisdom of
their talents to enhance the success of this

ministr their HEAVENLY FATHER.
Y- . : . Won’t you take time to make KBF a part
This promises to be a rewarding experi- of your children’s worship experience? Our
ence for all of our St. John children that will y P exp i

. : ) future of success is in your hands. “Train a
promote interaction and teamwork that will child in the wav he should go. and when he is
develop bonds and friendships amount the Y 80,

classmates. Please watch for further informa- old he will not depart from it” (Proverbs 22:6).

tion and meeting places for all the groups. Submitted by KBF Leadership

CANCER RECOQOVERY MINISTRY:

The Cancer Recovery Ministry will not meet during the months of June, July and August. Interest in con-
tinuing this ministry beginning September 2009 will be evaluated over the summer months. Please keep this
ministry in your prayers. Individuals seeking information about this Ministry over the summer months are
urged to contact Bob or Barbara Lineback at 352-694-5994 or Liz Weiss at 352-368-4096.
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The Saint Jobn Counrier— St. Jobn Lutheran Church & School of Ocala, Florida, Inc. Non-Profit
Organization
1915 SE Lake Weir Ave, Ocala, F1. 34471 U § Post
'Shepherding Individuals into the Family of Christ where each will embrace the Spirit of our Risen Lord, Bl OIS age
and grow into the fullness of Christ through Word and Sacrament, fellowship, education and service.’ Paid
Permit No. 15
Ocala, Florida
Church Phone: 352-629-1794 34478
School Phone: 352-622-7275 RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Fax: 352-622-5564
Church Office Hours:
Monday — Friday
7:30 am to 4:00 pm
www.stjohnocala.org
churchoffice2@stjohnocala.org
Rev. Richard W. Lineberger dSenior Pastor
Deborah Heathii School Executive Director Jim Webbii Church Growth & Assimilation Director
Christina Aslesond Music Director Richard Rathii Director Development
QAnd we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose! 6 ( Ro man s
ga?:tf ;et&i::oney... F;O”et Covezr Serving in the Military: Steven Jones [M/M Koch’s son, Na-
Holy E-mail gage 3 tional Guard @ home]; Dale Schoolcraft [M/M Halabrin’s son @
Ministry Updates page 4 Osan AFB, Korea]; Bradley Wildman @ Camp LeJune, NC; Robert
Development News page 5 Capazzi [Patti Kull-Hertz's son @ Ft. Hood, Texas]; Jason Vaughn
Volunteer Schedule page 6 [M/M Don Asleson’s grandson @ Iraq];
Birthdays/Anniversaries page 6 Special needs: Griffin Anderson [M/M Buckner’s grandson],
New & Continuing Activities page 7 Beth Bi Kvlie Colli D Kauf , dd ht Rich
Lutheran Hour Ministry-LLL page ] e iggers, Kylie Collins [Don Kaufman’s granddaug er]_, ich-
LWML News page 8 ard Johnston [M/M Behrmann’s son], John Landon Capazzi [Patty
St. John DISC-iples page 9 Kull Hertz's grandson], Madison Pearsall [M/M Taylor’s grand-
Miscellaneous News Items page 10 daughter], Anne Marie Singh,
Calendar—September page 11 Pray for Shut-ins: J.J. Adcock, Hildegard Heger, Dolly Kisler,
Carol Maurer, M/M David Miller, Gladys Weinspach, Art Magamoll
Monthly News.Letter deadiine Is 4:00 pm on the 16th of and Pa_ul Behrmann [Ocala Health &_Rehab], Adrian Howell
each month in the church office. Please submit all articles [Superior House], Walter Weiss [Marion House],
in WORD DOCUMENT FORMAT on a 3.5“ Disc, CD, E-mail or
media stick along with a printed copy.

Prayer Vigil:
We will be holding our monthly Prayer Vigil in the Sanctuary on Wednesday September 2nd. Please stop by and help us lift

up to the Lord the needs we and others have here at St. John. This month we pray for the members and mission of our sister con-
gregation First Lutheran Church, Gainesville, FL.




