
 The Saint John Courier : 
The Monthly Publication of Saint John Lutheran Church and School, Ocala, Florida 

November 2009 

Volume 64, Issue 10 

Our St. John Lutheran 9th Graders man the Prayer Vigil on Thursday, October 15 for two hours to demonstrate 
their faith in our God who is the creator all life.  See page 2 for what the Bible says about Abortion. 

St. John students participate during the "40 DAYS FOR LIFEñVIGIL" 



What Does the Bible Say About Abortion? 
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1.  GOD IS THE SOLE CREATOR AND GIVER OF LIFE: 
1  ôIn the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the begin-
ning with God; all things were made through him, and 
without him was not anything made that was made.ô  
JOHN 1:1-2 
24 The God who made the world and everything in it, 
being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines 
made by man, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as 
though he needed anything, since he himself gives to 
all men life and breath and everything. 26And he made 
from one every nation of men to live on all the face of 
the earth, having determined allotted periods and the 
boundaries of their habitation, 27 that they should seek 
God, in the hope that they might feel after him and find 
him. Yet he is not far from each one of us, 28 for ôIn him 
we live and move and have our beingõ; ACTS 17:24-28. 
2.  GOD PLANNED OUR CREATION AND INITIATED IT BE-
GINNING TO END: 
3For thou didst form my inward parts, thou didst knit mc 
together in my motherõs womb. 
4I praise thee, for thou art fearful and wonderful.  Won-
derful are thy works!  Thou knowest me right well; 5 my 
frame was not hidden from thee, when I was being 
made in secret, intricately wrought in (lie depths of the 
earth. 6 Thy eyes beheld my unformed substance; in thy 
book were written, every one of them, the days that 
were formed for me, when as yet there was none of 
them. PSALM 139:3-6. 
3.  MAN IS NOT TO QUESTION WHAT GOD CREATES, AT-
TEMPTING TO BECOME GOD: 
9òWoe to him who strives with his Maker, an earthen 
vessel with the potter!  Does the clay say to him who 
fashions it, ôWhat are you makingõ? or ôYour work has 
no handlesõ?  10 Woe to him who says to a father, ôWhat 
are you begetting?õ or to a woman, ôWith what are you 
in travail?õõõ 
11 Thus says the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, and his 
Maker: ôôWill you question me about my children, or 
command me concerning the work of my hands?  12 I 
made the earth, and created man upon it, ISAIAH 45:9-
12. 
4.  ABORTION, WHEN UNINTENTIONAL HAS A PENALTY 
OF DEATH MANDATED BY GOD:  
22 òWhen men strive together, and hurt a woman with 
child, so that there is a miscarriage, and yet no harm  
follows, the one who hurt her shall be fined, according 
as the womanõs husband shall lay upon him; and he 
shall pay as the judges determine. 23 If any harm fol-
lows, then you shall give life for life,õ  EXODUS 21:22-23 
5.  WHEN ABORTION IS INTENTIONAL THE SOUL AS 
WELL AS THE BODY IS CONDEMNED: 
25 òôCursed be he who takes a bribe to slay an innocent 
person.õ And all the people shall say, ôAmen.õ 26 
òôCursed be he who does not confirm the words of this 
law by doing them.õ And all the people .shall say, 
ôAmen.õ  DEUT 27:25-26 

6.  GOD HOLDõS PEOPLE, ESPECIALLY HIS PEOPLE  AC-
COUNTABLE TO DO SOMETHING! 
10 If you falter in times of trouble, how small is your 

strength!  11 Rescue those being led away to death; 

hold back those staggering toward slaughter.  12 If you 

say, "But we knew nothing about this," does not he who 

weighs the heart perceive it?  Does not he who guards 

your life know it?  Will he not repay each person accord-

ing to what he has done? PROVERBS 24:10-12 
7.  THE EARLY CHRISTIAN CHURCH CONDEMNED ABOR-
TION AS MURDER. 
 Early Christian writers specifically condemned 
abortion as a violation of the Biblical prohibition against 
killing.  The first century Epistle of Barnabas states: 
"You shall not murder a child by abortion, or kill it when 
it is born" (19:5 Goodspeed Translation). Similarly, the 
Didache (about A.D. 100-20) says: "Do not murder a 
child by abortion or kill a newborn infant" (2:2 LCC 
Translation). The ancient church father Tertullian (about 
A.D. 160-220) wrote in his Apologeticum (about 197): 
"For us, since homicide is forbidden, it is not even per-
mitted while the blood is being formed into a man to 
dissolve the conceptus in the uterus. For to prevent its 
being born is an acceleration of homicide, and there is 
no difference whether one snuffs out a life already born 
or disturbs one that is in the process of being born" (IX, 
8.) 
8.  UNTIL RECENT TIMES, THE MEDICAL PROFESSION 
AND LEGAL SYSTEM DEEMED THAT ABORTION WAS 
MURDER AND THE MOST HENIOUS TYPE OF CRIME. 
 In 1859 the American Medical Association 
called abortion "the slaughter of countless children; no 
mere misdemeanor, no attempt upon the life of the 
mother, but the wanton and murderous destruction of 
her child; such unwarrantable destruction of human life 
..." in 1871 the AMA said concerning doctors who per-
formed abortions: "The members of the profession 
should shrink with horror from all intercourse with 
them, professionally or otherwise; these men should be 
marked as Cain was marked; they should be made the 
outcasts of society; it becomes the duty of every physi-
cian in the United States ... to resort to every honorable 
and legal means in his power to crush out from among 
us this pest of society."--Quoted in William Brennan's 
Medical Holocausts I: Exterminative Medicine in Nazi 
Germany and Con- temporary America, eds. Richard S. 
Haugh and Eva M. Hirsch (New York: Nordland Publish-
ing International, Inc., 1980), pp. 331-32. 
9. THE GOOD NEWS FOR EVERYONE TODAY!  
 No matter what sin we may have committed 
against God [INCLUDING ABORTION], Jesusõ sacrifice on 
the cross 2000 years ago has paid for itñIN FULL!  We 
have been made perfect in Godõs sight by Jesus, the 
promised one of God.  We are forgiven, Praise God! 
 

Submitted by Jim Webb  



WHAT GRANDCHILDREN REPORT: 

Angels Explained by Children 
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Many members of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 

have had their donations to St. John Lutheran School 

matched through the GivingPlus program.  This program is 

being phased out December 31, 2009. 

As a membership organization, Thriventõs goal is to 

offer programs that appeal to a broad range of members, 

and unfortunately, with just 5% participation, GivingPlus 

doesnõt. 

Because the program appealed to a small percentage 

of Thriventõs membersñand it would not have been eco-

nomically viable to promote it moreñThrivent decided to 

design a new giving program that would involve and ap-

peal to more members. 

Recent Fellowship Dinners here at St. John were also 

funded in part by the Care in Congregations grants from 

Thrivent.  Two mission trips by our youth to Colorado in 

recent years  were also partially funded by Thrivent grants. 

This program is also being phased out by Thrivent.  The 

new program, Thrivent Choice, will also replace this pro-

gram. 

St. John has benefitted by well over $20,000 in the 

past 5 years through these Thrivent programs and look 

forward to participating in the new program. 

 Thrivent members are invited to make donations 

to St. John Lutheran Church and School for our financial 

aid program before the end of 2009 to take advantage of 

the GivingPlus program before it ends. 
  

I only know the names of two angels. Hark and Har-

old.  --Gregory, 5  

Everybody's got it all wrong.  Angels don't wear halos 

anymore. I forget why, but scientists are working on it.  

--Olive, 9 

It's not easy to become an angel! First, you die. Then 

you go to heaven, and then there's still the flight train-

ing to go through. And then you got to agree to wear 

those angel clothes.  --Matthew, 9  

Angels work for God and watch over kids when God 

has to go do something else. --Mitchell, 7 

My guardian angel helps me with math, but he's not 

much good for science. --Henry, 8 

Angels don't eat, but they drink milk from Holy Cows.  

--Jack, 6 

Angels talk all the way while they're flying you up to 

heaven. The main subject is where you went wrong 

before you got dead.  --Daniel, 9 

When an angel gets mad, he takes a deep breath and 

counts to ten. And when he lets out his breath, some-

where there's a tornado.  --Reagan, 10 

Angels have a lot to do and they keep very busy. If you 

lose a tooth, an angel comes in through your window 

and leaves money under your pillow. Then when it 

gets cold, angels go north for the winter. --Sara, 6 

Angels live in cloud houses made by God and his son, 

who's a very good carpenter.  --Jared, 8 

All angels are girls because they gotta wear dresses 

and boys didn't go for it.   -Antonio, 9 

My angel is my grandma who died last year. She got a 

big head start on helping me while she was still down 

here on earth. --Katelynn, 9 

Some of the angels are in charge of helping heal sick 

animals and pets. And if they don't make the animals 

get better, they help the child get over it.  --Vicki, 8 

 

1. My young grandson called the other day to wish me 

Happy Birthday.  He asked me how old I was, and I told 

him, 62.   My grandson was quiet for a moment, and 

then he asked, "Did you start at 1?" 

2. A grandmother was telling her little granddaughter what 

her own childhood was like:  "We used to skate outside 

on a pond I had a swing made from a tire; it hung from a 

tree in our front yard.  We rode our pony.  We picked wild 

raspberries in the woods."  The little girl was wide-eyed,  

taking this all in.  At last she said, "I sure wish I'd gotten 

to know you sooner!" 

3. My grandson was visiting one day when he asked, 

"Grandma, do you know how you and God are alike?"   I 

mentally polished my halo and I said, "No, how are we 

alike?''  "You're both old," he replied. 

4. When my grandson asked me how old I was, I teasingly 

replied, "I'm not sure.."  "Look in your underwear, 

Grandpa," he advised, "mine says I'm 4 to 6." 

5. A second grader came home from school and said to her 

grandmother, "Grandma, guess what? We learned how 

to make babies today."  The grandmother, more than a 

little surprised, tried to keep her cool.   "That's interest-

ing," she said,  "how do you make babies?"  "It's simple," 

replied the girl. "You just change 'y' to 'i' and add 'es'." 

6. Children's Logic: "Give me a sentence about a public ser-

vant," said a teacher.  The small boy wrote:  "The fireman 

came down the ladder pregnant."   The teacher took the 

lad aside to correct him.  "Don't  you know what preg-

nant means?" she asked.  "Sure," said the young boy 

confidently.  'It means carrying a child." 

7. A 6-year-old was asked where his grandma lived. "Oh," 

he said, "she lives at the airport, and when we want her, 

we just go get her.   Then, when we're done having her 

visit, we take her back to the airport." 

8. Grandpa is the smartest man on earth!  He teaches me 

good things, but I don't get to see him enough to get as 

smart as him! 

9. My Grandparents are funny, when they bend over; you  

hear gas leaks, and they blame their dog. 



Sr. Pastor Call Committee Update: 

Thankfulness and Reflections  
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Dear Brotherõs and Sisterõs in Christ, 

 What to write for the November newsletter?  Ah, 

Yes ð November 26th is Thanksgiving Day.  Let us take 

the time to be truly thankful for all the Blessings, Mercy 

and Grace our Gracious Lord gives us each day.  Times 

are difficult and often we try to solve our own problems 

rather than turning to the one who is totally in charge of 

all things.   

 So this Thanksgiving,  between the turkey ð foot-

ball ð some more turkey and yes more football, let us not 

forget who has given us all we have and has promised to 

be with us always ð through both the good times and the 

bad.  Give thanks for HE is good!  There will be a Thanks-

giving Eve service beginning at 7:00 p.m. so we can join 

together is showing our love for our Lord and Savior, Je-

sus Christ.  

 On September 24th, it was the Board of Elders 

privilege to provide dinner for the church/school staff and 

their families prior to the school Open House.  Everyone 

gathered in the sanctuary at 4:30 for announcements 

and prayer.  The dinner was held in the fellowship room of 

the former FAB building.  Tables were beautifully deco-

rated by George and Beverly Sinak and Joan Cibock.  Too 

the three of you we say ð Thanks.  Approximately 55 en-

joyed the meal and fellowship time. 

 As a parting thought, I would like to share with you 

something I came across a few weeks ago on a trip to 

visit family and friends.  While shopping in a novelty store, 

an item caught my attention.  On a simulated piece of 

stone was the following saying: ôDo not go where the path 

may lead, go instead where there is no path and leave a 

trailõ.  God has a plan for all of our lives and often Iõve 

prayed that path would be apparent to me. As I look at 

the saying, which I cannot get out of my mind, I feel 

maybe we often take the ôeasyõ path and feel that is 

Godõs will.  Most of the time, we take the superhighway 

which is smooth and generally straight in order to reach 

our final goal.  We shy away from the rough roads, full of 

stones, boulders and potholes as these may show us our 

sins and imperfections and make the process of reaching 

our goal much more difficult.  That is human nature.  

 As we move forward into the future at St. John, 

there are going to be many opportunities and challenges 

for all of Godõs children.  I donõt know what Godõs plan is 

for us, but let us pray that the Holy Spirit will lead us even 

if it means blazing a new trail in our thoughts and proce-

dures as we go about completing the work the Lord privi-

leges us to be about here at St. John Lutheran Church 

and School.   

Donald R. KaufmanñElder Chairman  

 The Call committee met for the first time on 

Oct. 13. We will be meeting on a regular basis 

throughout the coming year, as we discuss the 

needs of our mission and work toward a list of 

men whom we feel would be capable of shepherd-

ing our flock here in Ocala.  We will be meeting 

with District President Gregory Walton and with 

our circuit counselor, James Rockey.  They, along 

with Pastor Lineberger, will be very valuable coun-

selors in the process of assessing our needs and 

developing a profile for the man we will call as 

Senior Pastor.   

 Members of the committee include Patty Kull

-Hertz, Larry Turner, Barb Reincke, Roger Daniel-

son, Ed Todd, Debbie Wilkinson, Chris Reese, Bill 

Reese, Don Kaufman, and Steve Mennicke, chair.  

These people have been asked to serve on this 

committee on the congregationõs behalf, and 

would appreciate as much input from our mem-

bership as is possible. We are proceeding in a 

prayerful and thoughtful manner and we will con-

tinue seek your thoughts and ask for your prayers.  

 As we discuss the needs of our mission, we 

will work on a general profile of the pastor whom 

we will call. This will be shared with the congrega-

tion in the near future, at which time we will ask 

the membership of our church for names of pas-

tors whom they feel might serve our church well.  

These, along with names provided by the district, 

will provide the starting point for our actual calling 

process.  We are on Godõs time from here on out; 

we are confident that He will provide the right per-

son at the right time. 

 It is an exciting thought to know that God has 

already chosen the man who will continue the min-

istry of the Gospel at St. John.  We encourage you 

to share your ideas with any of the people men-

tioned above.  We pray that He give us guidance 

and wisdom as we seek His will for our community 

of believers.             Steve MennickeñChairman 

ANGEL TREE MINISTRY 
 Again this year we are blessed to provide 50 

children with a Christmas Wish.  The Angel Tree will 

be decorated with the children's names and their 

wishes on Nov. 25th in the Church Narthex.   

 Please take a name or two and bring a little 

joy into their hearts.  We are also having a party for 

them on the day of distribution Dec. 19th.  We will 

need volunteers for various areas: phone calls, 

cookies, story telling and others. Thank you ahead 

of time. Shelby Putansu 351-3877/ Bev Serridge 

867-1059 
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SPECIAL GIFT  

COMING YOUR WAY!  
Richard L. Rath 

 Every family unit holding membership in St. John Lutheran Church will be receiving a special gift some-
time during the next several weeks.  This gift comes compliments of a dear member of our congregation with 
prayers that it will of help to you as you and yours prepare for the Christmas season. 
 And best of all, the gift will be hand delivered to you by an elder of our church.   
 Hereõs a sneak preview of what to expect. 

 The gift is a devotional book titled ôgenerosity.õ 
 Generosityé.what a simple splendid word.  And how special it is to know that generosity is a gift to us 
from the first and ultimate giver, God.  He has unfolded His sovereign plan of creation, love, grace, and salvation 
as an expression of His abundant generosity, and He invites each one of us to participate in this with Him as He 
continues to move through history. 
 Inside the soul of every Christian is a God-inspired desire for the generous life, for a life tailored around His 
selflessness and sacrifice. 
 We are all on a spiritual journey,  and we are all on a giving journey.  Both are filled with growth and move-
ment.  We encounter times of expansion.  We transition away from the old to the new.  We move forward in our 
generosity, learning to give more and give more sacrificially. 
 We need the power of Godõs Word, His Spirit, and fellow believers to emerge into a new time of flourish-
ing progression. 
 So how do we move? éday by day, week by week. 
 This book is broken down into four weeklong segments, each containing seven daily devotions.  We 
are encouraged to spend one month after receiving this book reflecting on these devotions with a family 
member, friend, small group, or church class.  Together, youõll also read twelve ôforward thinkingõ key prin-
ciples and four incredibly  inspirational stories of people that moved forward life that is truly life in power-
ful ways. 
 I know and believe that the writings in this book will help all of us to move forward in our quest for the 
true, generous life. 
 May God bless you as once again you celebrate the generous  gift of His Son, Jesus our Savior! 

Richard RathñDevelopment Dir. 

      PIZZA  ANYONE? 
Help support our school while filling your 

tummy by taking  part in the monthly St. John St. John 

Pizza Hut Fundraiser Night.Pizza Hut Fundraiser Night. 

Novemberõs date is Tuesday, the 10th  ONLY ONLY 

at the Pizza Hut  located at 2327 S. Pine Street.at the Pizza Hut  located at 2327 S. Pine Street.  

You can call ahead for your order @ 622-3714 

or even order online @ www.pizzahut.com and  

choose what time you would like to dine in or 

carry out. 

 Please use the coupon attached when you 

pick up your pizza.  Extra coupons will be avail-

able in the Narthex the Sunday before the 10th; 

as well as on our website: www.stjohnocala.org.    

Thank you for supporting St. John. 

 
Submitted by Deb Scherschel 


