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Christmas Season Worship Opportunities:

December 2
December 9
December 16
December 24

December 25
December 31

7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
9:00 p.m.
10:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

Kids Bible Fellowship Presents:

“The Advent Trgg

Produced by: A Special arrangement with Contemporary Drama by Jan Brown

Wednesday, December 9th @ 7:00pm

Our Prefi K thru High School students will present an Advent worship service

describing the symbols of Christmas in a special way through word and song.

Everyone is invited to attend as our students celebrate the birth of our Savior.
Reception to follow in the courtyard

Please join us!!!

Advent Worship Service
KBFid The Advent Treeo
Adult Choifi Christmas Cantata
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
0 0 0 C
0 0 0
Christmas Day Service
New Year 0 sfiLkovred 0Sse rSwuiy
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Wednesday Night Out

Plan now to attend the upcoming
OWednesday Night Ot a ti me f o
and evening meal, and the opportunity to grow
spiritually in the
Word. Beginning Wednesday, January 13th,
2010 the evening begins with:

A dinner being served in the Family Activi-
ties Building (FAB building) from 6:00 pm
till 6:30 pm.

Gathering at 6:50 pm in the Sanctuary for
an opening prayer, announcements and a
hymn of praise, children and adults will then
go to their respective activities of Bible
study and fellowship.

At 7:55 pm, everyone will return to the
Sanctuary for a brief closing, consisting of
announcements, a closing prayer and a
hymn of praise.

At 8:00 pm we leave the Sanctuary in time
to have the kids back home at a convenient
hour I n preparation
sleep, and being ready for the next day.

s t ugtey maaiedd witth iclsldrem sos moty yourm for

This applies to adults as well.
r flkiskalledsd Wepdnesday ¥
cause it is for everyone. Whether you are sin

older, there is something for everyone.

Chil drends activiti
ing to grade levels: Pré K through Kindergar-
ten, Elementary school, Middle school and High
school.

Adults will enjoy fellowship and Bible
study in the Sanctuary while the youth meet in
the COC, an elementary class room as well a
both rooms in the Family Activities Building.

Plan now to attend and bring your
friends, both adults and children reaching out
to others to encourage this time of fellowship
and spiritual growth. And, please take note
that there is no cost for dinner, but a free will
offering basket will be available if you desire to
contribute anything. The important thing is that
ydu berthera restf ul ni ght

Youth Ministry Committee

Prayer of Personal Thanksgiving:

Dear Lord, | thank You, for this day, | thank

You for my being able to see and to hear this morn-

ing.
and an understanding God.
much for me and You keep on blessing me.

Forgive me this day for everything | have
done, said or thought that was not pleasing to you. |
ask now for Your forgiveness.

Please keep me safe from all danger and
harm. Help me to start this day with a new attitude
and plenty of gratitude. Let me make the best of
each and every day to clear my mind so that | can
hear from You. Please broaden my mind that | can
accept all things.

I'm blessed because You are a forgiving God pray for those that are misjudged and misunder-
You have done sostood.

that | may have words of encouragement for others,
| pray for those that are lost and can't find their way.

| pray for those who don't know You inti;
mately. | pray for those that will delete this without
sharing it with others | pray for those that don't be-
lieve.

But | thank You that | believe that God
changes people and God changes things. | pray fo
all my sisters and brothers. For each and every
church and school family member in their house-
holds.

| pray for peace, love and joy in their homes;
that they are out of debt and all their needs are

Let me not whine and whimper over things | met. | pray that every eye that reads this knows
have no control over. And give me the best re-there is no problem, circumstance, or situation
sponse when I'm pushed beyond my limits. | knowgreater than God. Every battle is in Your hands fo
that when | can't pray, You listen to my heart. Con-You to fight.
tinue to use me to do Your will. Continue to bless | pray that these words be received into the
me that | may be a blessing to others. Keep me hearts of every eye that sees it.

strong that | may help the weak...Keep me uplifted In Jesus' name. Amen!
Submitted by an anonymous friend

The Saint John Courier
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Christmas Love: a9

®

While watching a little TV on Sunday before going to church, | watched a church in Atlanta honor
one of its senior pastors who had been retired many years. He was 92 at that time and | wondered w
the church even bothered to ask the old gentleman to preach at that age.

After a warm welcome, introduction of this speaker, and as the applause quieted down, he rose

from his high back chair and walked slowly, with great effort and a sliding gait to the podium. Without

note or written paper of any kind he placed both hands on the pulpit to steady himself and then quietly and

slowly he began to speak...
"When | was asked to come here today and talk to you, your pastor asked me to tell you what w

the greatest lesson ever learned in my 50dd years of preaching. | thought about it for a few days and
boiled it down to just one thing that made the most difference in my life and sustained me through all my
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trials. The one thing that | could always rely on when tears and heartbreak and pain and fear and sorrow

paralyzed me...the only thing that would comfort was this verse...
Jesus loves me this | know.
For the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to Him belong,
we are weak but He is strong.....
Yes, Jesus loves me.....

The Bible tells me so.
When he finished, the church was quiet. You actually could hear his foot steps as he shuffled ba
to his chair. | don't believe | will ever forget it.

A pastor once stated, I'always noticed that it was the adults who chose the children’'s hymn 'Jesus

ck

Loves Me' (for the children of course) during a hymn sing, and it was the adults who sang the loudest be-

cause | could see they knew it the best
"Senior version of Jesus Loves Me"
Here is a new version just for us who have white hair or no hair at all. For us over middle age
even those almost there) and all you others, check out this newest version of Jesus Loves Me.
JESUS LOVES ME
Jesus loves me, this | know, Though my hair is white as snow
Though my sight is growing dim, Still He bids me trust in Him.

(CHORUS) YES, JESUS LOVES ME.. YES, JESUS LOVES ME..
YES, JESUS LOVES ME, FOR THE BIBLE TELLS ME SO.

Though my steps are oh, so slow, With my hand in His I'll go
On through life, let come what may, He'll be there to lead the way.
(CHORUS)

When the nights are dark and long, In my heart He puts a song..
Telling me in words so clear, "Have no fear, for | am near.”
(CHORUS)

When my work on earth is done, And life's victories have been won.
He will take me home above, Then I'll understand His love.
(CHORUS)

| love Jesus, does He know? Have | ever told Him so?
Jesus loves to hear me say, That | love Him every day.
(CHORUS)

Submitted by an anonymous friend:
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Paget Christmas Greetings from the Elders

The Saint John Courier

As | ponder this special time of the year, it is so easy to get caught up in all the hustle and bustle

season is really all about. The story is familiar as we have heard it from our own birth. Jesus, Son of God
of a virgin, came to earth for you and for me. Take the time tonead the story as found in Luke 1:2@ 2: 21
or Matthew 1:189 2:12.

We can also take some time to prepare our minds and hearts for this special birth through Advent

children singing praises of joy and peace in a time when there seems to be so much sin and mistrust in
world. It is my heartfelt prayer that each of you will plan to attend many of the special services during this
vent season. In closing, | leave you with the Christmas prayer as found in the Lutheran Book of Prayer:
Jesus, my Savior, as | stand in spirit at Thy lowly manger, | bow my knees in reverent wor
ship of that mystery without controversy gr €
lies God manifest in the flesh. O Jesus, teach me humbly to believe what reason cannot compre-
hend and with childlike faith to accept this mystery which no created mind can fully understand.
At Thy humble resting place, my Redeemer, | joyfully praise Thy love and grace. Thou has
| eft Thy F atorhme.rThos hast kaken thessins of the world upon thysdffor me. Thou
art willing to fulfill all righteousnessd for me. Savior, | thank Thee, let me ever be faithful to Thee.
As Thy love has drawn Thee from heaven to earth, so let Thy love draw me from earth to heaven tg
be Thine in time and eternity. Amen.

vices on Wednesday evenings beginning at 7:00 p}|

Merry Christmas, Don Kaufman, Elder Chairman

that

seems to take our time and energy. We so often need to just stop and give ourselves time to enjoy what the
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Sr. Pastor Call Committee Update:

The call committee has met 4 times thus far; we plan on hiring an intentional interim pastor for
our third meeting was with District President Walton minimum of 3 months following Pastor Lineberger
and Circuit Counselor Rockey, who outlined the Callretirement. Given our church's present situation an
process with us and gave helpful starting advice. profile, the information we have and the advice w

We as a church have a good deal to do, but ahave been given points very clearly to an interim pa
reasonable amount of time in which to do it. Our first tor being key to the success of the transition from o
task is to work as a congregation on clarifying who wecurrent pastor to our future pastor.
are as a church and where we see ourselves headed If you have any questions about this proceg
our vision for the future. We will be working on this for or would like to share something with the committeg
the coming months; this will be an effort to which please contact one of the members listed below.

ute. Plans are underway for a survey to be completed Larry Turner, Bill Reese, Roger Danielson,
which will give both individuals and groups within the ~ Todd, Chris Reese, Don Kaufman, &teve Men:;
congregation the opportunity to share their under- nicke, chair.
standing of our vision and their ideas for furthering it.

every member of the church will be asked to contrib-« Patty KullHertz, Barb Reinke, Debbie Wilkensop,

It is vital that we understand these ideas fully; it will ANGELTREEMINISTRY
be very important that we are able to communicate Again this year we are blessed to providg0
our vision to the person whom God leads us to call. |children with a Christmas Wish. The Angel Tree

towards the end of next summer. We will by then haVE'WisheS onNov. 25h in the Church Narthex.
identified our vision and had a chance to develop a Please take a name or two and bring a little jq

clear profile of the man God will choose for us. Anyintg their hearts. We are also having a party for the
names shared with the committee up to this p0|nt will on the day of distribution Dec. 19. We will need vo
be presented to the District president along with|ynteers for various areas: phone calls, cookies, std
those received next summer. telling and others. Thank you ahead of time.

At the advice of our District President and|Shelby Putansu 3513877/ Bev Serridge 867-1059
other sources, we have decided to recommend that

The call committee will be asking for names|pe decorated with the children's names and the
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Nominations for New Ministry Council

Pagé

Dear Fellow Members St. John Lutheran Church:

As we discussed at the informational meeting which occurred on Sunday, November 15, the noming
committee has met and the Board of Directors has now approved the following slate of candidates for posi;
tions on the Ministry Council:

1. Bill Reese- President

Eric Williams- Vice President

Sue Dean- Secretary

Mike Wilkinson- Treasurer

Patty KullHertz- Chairman of the Christian Education Commission
Mark Asleson Chairman of the Physical Properties Commission

Don Kaufman- Chairman of the Spiritual Life and Worship Commission

© N o g ~ w N

Roger Danielsor Commissioner At Large
9. Liz Weiss Commissioner At Large

If you are interested in submitting your name, or the name of someone you think may be a good car
date for service in one of these positions, please provide the name to myself or the church office on or befq

in the event you submit a name that you receive permission from that individual to do so.
In His Service,
Bill Reese

December 7, 2009, as the election will be held the weekend of December 12 and 13. It is a requirement that
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PIZZA ANYONE?

Help support our school while filling your
tummy by taking part in the monthlySt. John
Pizza Hut Fundraiser Night.
December 6s date IiONLYTuesday, t he 8th
at the Pizza Hut located at 2327 S. Pine Street.
You can call ahead for your order @ 623714
or even order online @vww.pizzahut.comand
choose what time you would like to dine in or
carry out.
Please use thecoupon attached when you
pick up your pizza. Extra coupons will be avail-
able in the Narthex the Sunday before the 10
as well as on our websitewww.stjohnqcala.org

Thank you for supporting St. John. \&

Submitted by Deb Scherschel </\/




