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WHAT IS OUR CHURCH'’S POSITION?

Do you know the Synod’s position on stem-
cell research? What about its position on crema-
tion, gambling, or admission to the Lord’s Supper?

It is not at all uncommon for me to be asked
on a given issue, “What is the Synod’s position?”
While many of the positions adopted by the Synod
are broadly known and widely accepted, some are
less well known and less than universally under-
stood or accepted.

As | said in the last issue of President’s
Leadership News (September 2009), the Lutheran
Church Missouri Synod (LCMS) is exceptionally
united in what we believe, teach, and confess. We
simply are not arguing over or debating the major
doctrines of the Christian faith that are in conten-
tion elsewhere in the Body of Christ.

At the same time, | find that some among us
really do not know where we as Missouri Synod Lu-
therans stand on any number of other issues. There
is a lack of familiarity with the contents—or even
the existence—of some of the doctrinal resolutions
and statements that have been adopted by the
Synod over the years. This lack of knowledge of the
Synod’s official position on matters of faith and
practice has itself at times resulted in confusion
and controversy in the Synod.

The confessional article in our Synod’s Con-
stitution states clearly that Scripture alone is our
final authority for our faith and practice, that is, for
what we believe and what we do. This same consti-
tutional article, Article I, states that all members of
the Synod accept the Lutheran Confessions “as a
true and unadulterated statement and exposition of
the Word of God.”

So, where do the Synod’s doctrinal resolu-
tions and statements fit in? As members of the
LCMS, we have agreed that the Synod, in “seeking
to clarify its witness or to settle a doctrinal contro-
versy . . . shall have the right to adopt doctrinal
resolutions and statements which are in harmony
with  Scripture and the Lutheran Confes-
sions” (Bylaw 1.6.2).

It's important to note that when we as a
Synod adopt an official doctrinal position, we are
not establishing doctrine. Rather, we are stating
what collectively we understand Scripture to say on

a given issue.

Can the Synod err? In spite of the care with
which our church body develops and adopts doc-
trinal resolutions and statements, it always is possi-
ble for humans to err. This is why we also have pro-
cedures for expressing dissent to officially adopted
resolutions and statements and through which
change and revision can be effected if and when
necessary. Even as dissent is expressed, though,
we have agreed as LCMS members “to honor and
uphold the resolutions of the Synod” (Bylaw 1.8.1).

Given all this, it seemed to me that it would
be very helpful to have a single resource that would
help our members find quickly and easily what the
Synod has said on topics of particular interest to-
day. So, | asked my staff to help me prepare such a
resource. The result is a small book, This We Be-
lieve: Selected Topics of Faith and Practice in The
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, that should be
available soon through Concordia Publishing
House.

This We Believe provides information on 50
topics, each of which is treated in a brief summary
that succinctly states the Synod’s position on the
topic, refers the reader to the pertinent convention
resolutions or statements, suggests other re-
sources, and offers additional comments to help
clarify the issue.

On the next page is a sampling of issues
treated in This We Believe and the information pro-
vided on them. It is my prayer that this resource
will be helpful in keeping our Synod faithful to Holy
Scripture. | also pray that the positions articulated
in the book will be lovingly, patiently, and evangeli-
cally applied by the ordained and commissioned
ministers of our Synod, as well as by leaders in our
congregations. In so doing, we seek, by God’s
grace, “to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace” (Eph. 4:3).

Rev. Dr. Jerry Kieschnick
John 3:16-17
Lives Transformed through Christ, in Time ... for Eternity!
e-mail: president@Icms.org
Web page: www.lcms.org/president
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LCMS Position on Woman Suffrage

In 1969 Res. 2-17 “To Grant Woman Suffrage and
Board Membership,” the Synod first declared: “Those
statements of Scripture which direct women to keep
silent in the church and which prohibit them to teach
and to exercise authority over men, we understand to
mean that women ought not to hold the pastoral of-
fice or serve in any other capacity involving the distinc-
tive functions of this office.”

The Synod further declared: “We hold [likewise]
that Scripture does not prohibit women from exercis-
ing the franchise.”

Resolutions/Statements
e 1969 Res. 2-17: “To Grant Woman Suffrage and

Board Membership”

e 1986 Res. 3-09: “To Reaffirm Position of the

LCMS on Service of Women in the Church”

e 1995 Res. 3-05: “To Address Concerns Regarding

Woman Suffrage”

Comments

Following the adoption of 1969 Res. 2-17 (cited
above), the Synod has repeatedly reaffirmed its posi-
tion on woman suffrage at subsequent conventions—
most recently in 1995, when the Synod emphasized
that woman suffrage lies in the realm of Christian
freedom. That is, congregations are free to adopt, or
not adopt, the practice.

The members of the Synod, however, who publicly
teach that the Scriptures prohibit the practice, cannot
do so without violating the official position of the
Synod. The Synod therefore resolved in 1995 Res. 3-
05 that “members of the Synod, who are convinced
that woman suffrage does not lie in the area of Chris-
tian freedom but is contrary to the Word of God, be
urged to make use of the established procedures for
expressing dissent....”

Recognizing the sensitivity of the issue of woman
suffrage in the Synod, the Synod already urged in
1969 “that in the implementation of any changes in
this area of women’s ministry in the “church”
“cautious and deliberate action in the spirit of Chris-
tian love” should be exercised. The Synod has also
recoghized that though woman suffrage is in the
realm of Christian liberty, congregations may disagree
regarding the expediency of the practice in their situa-
tion. It has urged mutual respect, “so that our walk
together may continue in harmony and that we
‘maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace’
(Eph. 4:3)” (1986 Res. 3-09).

For a brief discussion on woman suffrage, see the
CTCR’s 1985 report Women in the Church: Scriptural
Principles and Ecclesial Practice (Section lll, C), in
which the commission reaffirmed the Synod’s posi-
tion.

LCMS Position on Pastor-Congregation Relationships

Concerned that conflict between pastors and con-
gregations is causing harm to the body of Christ and
hindering the church’s proclamation of the Gospel, the
Synod has addressed the issue of pas-
tor/congregation relationships. It has adopted two

resolutions on the subject. In 1992

Res. 3-06A the Synod stated that the church is
harmed when either the pastor or the congregation
“attempts to exercise unscriptural authority over the
other.”

The Synod “Resolved”: “That the Synod reaffirm
the scriptural position of the church and its ministry*
as taught in the Lutheran Confessions that God has
instituted the office of the pastoral ministry and that
the one who holds this office carries it out on behalf of
and with accountability to God and those through
whom God has called him and “That the Synod guard
against all distortions of the scriptural position.”

In 1998 Res. 3-07—referring to biblical texts such
as 1 Tim. 3:2-4; 1 Peter 5:2; 1 Cor. 9:14; 1 Thess.
5:12-13; and Heb. 13:17—the Synod urged in its final
“Resolved”: “That pastor and people conduct them-
selves toward each other with the love and tender-
ness of Jesus Christ our Savior by whose death we are
forgiven and live.” * See C.F.W. Walther’'s Theses on
the Ministry affirmed by the Synod in 2001 Res. 7-17A
“To Affirm Synod’s Official Position on Church and
Ministry.”

Resolutions/Statements

e 1992 Res. 3-06A: “To Affirm Proper Relationship

Between Congregations and Their Pastors”

e 1998 Res. 3-07: “To Seek Harmony between Pas-

tors and Their Hearers”

Comments

The Synod in 1998 Res. 3-07 made three specific
suggestions for the increase of harmony between pas-
tors and congregations:

1. mutual study of the Word of God and the Table of
Duties in Luther’'s Small Catechism when conflict
begins, congregations and pastors need to “seek
early help . . . by:

2. inviting their District President to bring the good
services of his office to their assistance”

3. offering prayers in weekly worship services “that
the Word of God may have free course and not be
hindered by the Old Adam and the sinful flesh of
either pastor or people.”

Submitted by Pastor Richard W. Lineberger

The Saint John Courier
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LCMS Position on Stem-Cell Research

LCMS Position Affirming the biblical truths phabetical order, are the topics treated in This We Be-
that embryos “are totally and fully human in every lieve: Selected Topics of Faith and Practice in The Lu-
way although in the early process of physical devel- theran Church—Missouri Synod:

opment (Jer. 1:5)” and that “the Christian is called to

defend life at all stages of development and in all

conditions because it is a gift from God (Luke 1:41,

44; Ps, 139:16; Is. 49:1, 5),” the Synod stated suc-

cinctly at its 2001 convention (Res. 6-13): “That

stem cell research involving the destruction of em-
bryos be rejected as sinful and morally objection-
able.”

Further, the Synod denounced “...the utilitar-
ian values that place the possible healing of medical
diseases over the life of defenseless human beings.”
This position was reaffirmed in 2007 (Res. 6-02 “To
State LCMS Position on Stem Cell Research”).

Resolutions/Statements
e 1998 Res. 3-15B: “To Request CTCR Study Docu-

ment on Issues Raised by Cloning”

e 2001 Res. 6-13: “To Reject the Destruction of
Embryos for Stem Cell Research”

e 2007 Res. 6-02: “To State LCMS Position on
Stem Cell Research”

Comments
Three important emphases in the latter two reso-

lutions listed above should be noted:

1. The Synod has declared its opposition to stem cell
research that involves the destruction of human
embryos. The Synod does not stand opposed to
“all stem cell research,” for there are “other
sources of stem cells that do not involve the de-
struction of life” as efforts are made to treat hu-
man disease by their use (2001 Res. 6-13).

2. The Synod cautions against “a utilitarian philoso-
phy” that says the end justifies the means (cf.
Rom. 3:8).

3. The Synod encourages a public witness regarding
this matter, specifically to make known a rejec-
tion of the use of “public funds for research that
deliberately and intentionally kills human beings”
(2001 Res. 6-13).

In response to the 1998 resolution requesting a
CTCR study document on “cloning and attendant is-
sues,” the CTCR prepared two related reports:

e What Child Is This? Marriage, Family and Human
Cloning (2002)

e Christian Faith and Human Beginnings: Christian
Care and Pre-Implantation Human Life (2005).
The latter report contains an extensive discussion

of issues related to stem cell research.

This We Believe addresses 50 topics here, in al-

Abortion

Anti-Semitism

Artificial Insemination

Assisted Suicide

Birth Control (Contraception)

Capital Punishment

Care for the Dying

Charismatic Teaching

Church Growth Movement

Civic Events, Participation in

Cloning

Cohabitation

Confirmation/First Communion

Creation/Evolution

Cremation

Divorce and Remarriage

Environmental Stewardship

Euthanasia

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, LCMS Re-
lationship to

Every-Sunday Communion

Gambling

Historical-Critical Method of Biblical Interpretation

Homosexual Behavior

Immigration

In Vitro Fertilization (IVF)

Intentional Interim Ministry

Intinction

Lay Reading of the Scriptures in Worship

Licensed Lay Deacons

Lord’s Supper, Admission to the

Lord’s Supper, Common Cup/Individual Glasses

Lord’s Supper, Use of Wine in the

Ordination of Women

Organ Donation

Pastor—Congregation Relationships

Pastoral Confidentiality

Pastoral Office

Pornography

Prayer in Public Schools

Racism

Same-Sex Unions

Specific Ministry Pastor Program

Stem Cell Research

Tithing

Unity in the Church, External

Unity within the Synod

Woman Suffrage

Women in the Church, Service of

Women Serving Holy Communion

Worship Practices, Guiding Principles for

Submitted by Pastor Richard W. Lineberger
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Wednesday Nite Out:

The Saint John Courier

Please make plans now to attend the up-
coming “Wednesday Nite Out” a time for fellowship,
and evening meal, and the opportunity to grow
spiritually in the study and discussion of God’s
Word. Beginning Wednesday, January 13th, 2010;
the evening begins with:

e A dinner being served in the Family Life Center
from 6:00 pm till 6:30 pm.

e Gathering at 6:50 pm in the Sanctuary for an
opening prayer, announcements and a hymn of
praise, children and adults will then go to their
respective activities of Bible study and fellow-
ship.

o At 7:55 pm, everyone will return to the Sanctu-
ary for a brief closing, consisting of announce-
ments, a closing prayer and a hymn of praise.

e At 800 pm we leave the Sanctuary in time to
have the kids back home at a convenient hour
in preparation for a restful night's sleep, and
being ready for the next day.

This new ministry applies to adults as well.

It is called “Wednesday Nite Out” because it is for
everyone. Whether you are single, married, with
children or not, young or older, there is something
for everyone.

Children’s activities are grouped according
to grade levels: Pre — K through Kindergarten, Ele-
mentary school, Middle school and High school.

Adults will enjoy fellowship and Bible study
in the Sanctuary while the youth meet in the COC,
an elementary class room as well as both rooms in
the Family Life Center.

Plan now to attend and bring your friends,
both adults and children reaching out to others to
encourage this time of fellowship and spiritual
growth. And, please take note that there is no cost
for dinner, but a free will offering basket will be
available if you desire to contribute anything. The
important thing is that you be there.

Youth Ministry Committee:

Pastoral Call Committee Update:

Your call committee continues to meet. We
are currently refining a survey which will give us an
accurate reflection of our ministry practices and the
characteristics of the person whom God will provide
to lead our church as we carry those out. This survey
will be given first to focus groups within the church,
and then a survey will be given to the members of the
congregation.

Please continue to pray for the work that is
being done. We move ahead confidently knowing that

God does have “a plan to prosper us,” as the words in
Jeremiah assure us. If you have any questions about
this process, or would like to share something with
the committee, please contact one of the members
listed below.

Patty Kull-Hertz, Barb Reincke, Debbie Wilkinson,
Larry Turner, Bill Reese, Roger Danielson, Ed Todd,
Chris Reese, Don Kaufman, or Steve Mennicke, chair.

Ministry Council News:

Dear Fellow Members St. John Lutheran Church:

Council:

Bill Reese - President

Eric Williams - Vice President
Sue Dean - Secretary

Mike Wilkinson - Treasurer

CoNoOGORWONE

the Family Life Center.

In His Service, Bill Reese

December 13th, the congregation elected the following individuals for positions on the 2010 Ministry

Patty Kull-Hertz - Chairman of the Christian Education Commission

Mark Asleson - Chairman of the Physical Properties Commission

Don Kaufman - Chairman of the Spiritual Life and Worship Commission

Roger Danielson - Commissioner At Large

Bob Van Hoose - Commissioner At Large

A workshop for our new Ministry Council is scheduled for Saturday, January 9th, 9:00—12:00 noon in
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Letter from Jesus about Christmas
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It has come to my attention that many of you are
upset that folks are taking My name out of the season.
Maybe you've forgotten that | wasn't actually born dur-
ing this time of the year and that it was some of your
predecessors who decided to celebrate My birthday on
what was actually a time of pagan festival. Although |
do appreciate being remembered anytime.

How | personally feel about this celebration can
probably be most easily understood by those of you
who have been blessed with children of your own. |
don't care what you call the day. If you want to cele-
brate My birth, just GET ALONG AND LOVE ONE AN-
OTHER.

Now, having said that let Me go on. If it bothers you
that the town in which you live doesn't allow a scene
depicting My birth, then just get rid of a couple of
Santa’s and snowmen and put in a small Nativity
scene on your own front lawn If all My followers did
that there wouldn't be any need for such a scene on
the town square because there would be many of
them all around town.

Stop worrying about the fact that people are calling
the tree a holiday tree, instead of a Christmas tree. It
was | who made all trees. You can remember Me any-
time you see any tree. Decorate a grape vine if you
wish:

| actually spoke of that one in a teaching, explain-
ing who | am in relation to you and what each of our
tasks are. If you have forgotten that one, look up John
15:1 - 8.

If you want to give Me a present in remembrance
of My birth here is my wish list. Choose something
from it:

1. Instead of writing protest letters objecting to the
way My birthday is being celebrated, write letters
of love and hope to soldiers away from home.
They are terribly afraid and lonely this time of
year. | know, they tell Me all the time.

Visit someone in a nursing home. You don't have
to know them personally. They just need to know
that someone cares about them.

Instead of writing the President complaining about
the wording on the cards his staff sent out this
year, why don't you write and tell him that you'll be
praying for him and his family this year. Then fol-
low up. It will be nice hearing from you again.
Instead of giving your children a lot of gifts you
can't afford and they don't need, spend time with

them. Share with them the story of My birth, and
why | came to live with you down here. Hold them
in your arms and remind them that | love them.
Pick someone that has hurt you in the past and
forgive him or her.

Did you know that someone in your community
will attempt to take their own life this season be-
cause they feel so alone and hopeless? Since you
don't know who that person is, try giving everyone
you meet a warm smile; it could make the differ-
ence.

Instead of nit picking about what the retailer in
your town calls the holiday, be patient with the
people who work there. Give them a warm smile
and a kind word. Even if they aren't allowed to
wish you a "Merry Christmas" that doesn't keep
you from wishing them one. Then stop shopping
there on Sunday. If the store didn't make so much
money on that day they'd close and let their em-
ployees spend the day at home with their families
If you really want to make a difference, support a
missionary-- especially one who takes My love and
Good News to those who have never heard My
name.

Here's a good one. There are individuals and
whole families in your town who not only will have
no "Christmas" tree, but neither will they have any
presents to give or receive. If you don't know
them, buy some food and a few gifts and give
them to your favorite charity that believes in Me
and will make the delivery for you.

Finally, if you want to make a statement about
your belief in and loyalty to Me, then behave like a
Christian. Don't do things in secret that you would-
n't do in My presence. Let people know by your
actions that you are one of mine.

10.

Don't forget; | am God and can take care of My-
self.. Just love Me and do what | have told you to do.
I'll take care of all the rest. Check out the list above
and get to work; time is short. I'll help you, but the ball
is now in your court. And do have a most blessed
Christmas with all those whom you love and remember
-1 LOVE YOU!

Jeous

Submitted by Jim Webb
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If you are not able to serve on the date (s) scheduled, please call the church office (352) 629-1794 and leave a message. Thank you for your willingness to serve.

Altar Guild team:
Jayma Bezzy

Schedule of Volunteers:

The Saint John Courier

Officers & Commissioners:

Bill Reese 732-4129 President

Eric Williams 622-8013 Vice President

Sue Dean 3519656 Secretary

Mike Wilkinson 694-1231 Treasurer

Don Kaufman 624-3728 Comm.-SL/Worship

Mark Asleson 624-0372 Comm.-Phy. Properties

Patty Kull-Hertz ~ 489-0957 Comm.-Christ Ed.

Roger Danielson 591-2299 Comm.- At Large

Bob Van Hoose 368-2417 Comm.- At Large

Eiders:

Henry Alberts 854-5507 Chris Reese 236-0847
Brett Higginbotham  351-3320 Jeff Reines 622-7092
Don Kaufman 624-3728 David Singh  502-2929
Gary Koltz 291-2511 Ed Todd 629-5434
Steve Mennicke 690-1623 John Westol 629-5769

Kim Van Gorp
Carol Alberts
USHERS @ 6:00 pm
1/02 John & Phyllis Wall
1/09 Howard & Deb Heath
1/16 Jack & Paul Heath
1/23 Karl & Carol Raabe
1/30 Jeff & Pat Sauey
USHERS @ 9:00 am
1/03 John & Debbie Scherschel
Paul & Sharron Burtzlaff
1/10 Drew & Annalisa Rehkop
Nancy Baker & John Cutich
1/17 Steve & Lenia Coates
Dottie Childers& Patty Kull-Hertz
1/24 Ray Evans, Charlie Bickart
Roger & Sherrill Danielson
1/31 David & Kim VanGorp
Larry Dexheimer, Tom Fischer
DATE Saturday Nursery 6:00 pm
SEASONAL SERVICE
1/02 Tammy Kana
1/09 Martha Pinnow
1/16 Susan Sanders
1/23 Michelle Wise
1/30 Kelly Wise
Sunday Nursery: 9:00 am
1/03 Ellen Todd
1/10 Jennifer Reese
1/17 Celeste & Gloria Wilcox
1/24 Dottie Williams
1/31 Lilly Yocum
Sunday Nursery: 10:15 am
1/03 Ginny Faw
1/10 Dianne Wakeland
1/17 Janice Martin
1/24 Kris Strouse
1/31 Karen Zeedyk

Projectionist & Sound Tech

Jared Weiss
Kirby Van Hoose

December Birthdays! 25

Mrs. Loretta Lieske

Names
1 Mrs. Lorna Van Hoose
1 Mrs. Dottie Williams

1 Mrs. Janet Pierce

1 Ms. Stacy Andersen
3

4

8

Day

Mr. Jean-Francois Borie
Mr. Michael Hernandez
Laine Eary

10 Mr. Gren Condon

11 Mrs. Dolly Kisler

11 Mr. Warren Wirth

11 Matthew Loza

12 Mrs. Evelyn Howell

13 Mr. Glenn Nelson

14 Mrs. Mary Jane Turner

15 Mrs. Kathleen Garcia

16 Mr. Cody Miller

18 Mrs. Karen Teller

19 Mr. Don Moreland

19 Mrs. Eileen Nierode

19 Mrs. Jean Owen

19 Mrs. Jennifer Reese

19 Mr. Philip Rath

20 Jordan Rahe

21 Mr. Christopher Reese

21 Mrs. Beth Cato

21 Mr. Paul Fontaine

23 Mr. Michael Porter

23 Abigail Koltz

24 Mrs. Carol Maurer

25 Mrs. Louise McKee

25 Mr. John Scherschel

26 Rosalie Moreland

26 Mrs. Beverly Serridge
27 Mrs. Bette Hauser
29 Mr. James Houston
29 Mr. Roy Stokes Il

31 Mrs. Rita Buth

31 Ms. Sarah Williams

December Anniversaries!
Day Names

Mr./Mrs. Michael Foster
Mr./Mrs. William Yocum
9 Mr./Mrs. Gerald Billmeier
11 Mr./Mrs. George Sinak
13 Mr./Mrs. Ray Putansu
15 Mr./Mrs. David Wise
17 Mr./Mrs. Charles Bickart
27 Mr./Mrs. Andrew Anderson

NOTE: Please, call the church office to
update your special dates (629-1794).
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New Beth Moore Series starts soon:

Stepping Up: “A Journey Through the Psalms of As-
cent” - Beth Moore, is an in-depth look at 15 Psalms. Just
as a song or poem can express feelings of fear, doubt, hope,
and joy, these 15 psalms model how study participants can
voice their own petitions and praises to our God, who is al-
ways available and ready to hear us. Explore the major
feasts of Israel and journey with Beth through Psalms 120-
134 in this 7-session study. Themes such as unity, joy and
gratitude, redemption, repentance, the power of blessings,
facing ridicule, and more are explored in detail. Modern-day
believers can learn much from these treasured Psalms in
their journey toward greater intimacy with God.

This new course will begin in January 2010, so look
for the announcement in the Worship Folder and the Janu-
ary News Letter.

Submitted by Janice Martin & Dianne Wakeland

New & Continuing Activities

Junior Achievement
Marion County
P. O. Box 26
Ocala, FL 34478
December 15, 2009

Dear Rev. Lineberger;

On behalf of the Junior Achievement Board of
Directors, | would like to recognize the support of St.
John Lutheran Church. Also, | would like to commend
Jim Webb for an outstanding job teaching the JA Titan
and JA Economics program at St. John Lutheran School.
Now more than ever our students need financial liter-
acy and work readiness programs.

Working with Junior Achievement is a rewarding
experience for both the volunteer and the sponsoring
organization. We all have a stake in the future of our
young people, and taking time to work with a class of
elementary, middle, or high school students shows
enlightened interest on the part of Jim and St. John Lu-
theran Church.

During the 2009-2010 school year, over 4,000
Marion County students will participate in JA classes.
Thank you for allowing your employees to present Jun-
ior Achievement programs in the community. St. John
Lutheran Church and Jim Webb are making a positive
impact on the young people in our community. We truly
appreciate your support of our efforts to prepare
Marion County students for success in their futures!

Sincerely,
Jat Belinsli

Vice President Education & Districts
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Adult Bible Class Options:

Sunday:
« Bill Reese’s class is studying the book of “Acts” in

the Conference room of the Family Life Center—
Conference room.

e Randy Priem’s class is studying Luther’s Large
Catechism— High School Rm. 6.

o Steve & Sally Mennicke’s class continues the
VIDEO series by Dr. Paul Maier on The Journeys of
St. Paul in High School Rm. 5

o Jim Webb: will begin a new Adult Information
Classes in High School Rm. 11 on January 17t; It
is offered to all guests, visitors, school families,
members and anyone interested in becoming a
member of the Lutheran Church.

e Bob Van Hoose: presents a new series: “Let’s

Walk”, held in the Sanctuary.

Monday:
o Pastor Lineberger continues a study of the Gospel

of John; in the COC-Rm. 24 from 11:00 - 12:00
noon.

Tuesday:
Bill Reese leads a Promise Keepers Bible study

titled ‘1 Month to Live’ in the Family Life Center—
Conference room 6:30—7:30 am. All men are in-
vited to attend .

Wednesday:
e Bill Reese leads an Adult Bible Class on the

‘Gospel of John’ off-campus each Wednesday
morning 6:30—7:30 am. Contact Bill at 732-4129.

e Liz Weiss leads the W-4 Study and Exercise group
at 4:30 pm behind the Gym and in the COC, Rm.
24,

e Jim Webb continues a VIDEO SERIES by Dr. Paul
Maier on Jesus: Legend or Lord, at 6:00 pm in the
COC—Rm. 24.

Thursday:
o Jim Webb & Pastor Lineberger continue the EE

Outreach Training visits from 6:30 — 8:30 pm.
This course will equip you to effectively share your
personal faith with anyone.

Saturday:
o Fran Spaeth is leading the Saturday evening ABC

study of “The New Testament” from 5:00 — 5:50
pm in the COC. Attending this Bible class is an
excellent way to prepare yourself for the Saturday
evening worship.

Please select a course of study and join us as we ex-

plore God’s plan for our lives. Jim Webb, Church Growth




Page 8

LUTHERAN MEN & WOMEN IN MISSION:

The Saint John Courier

3
Have you ever dreamed of going on a short-term
mission trip? Would you like to be part of a team
doing women’s ministry? Well, the FL-GA LWML
(Lutheran Women’s Missionary League) has the
perfect opportunity for you. In conjunction with
Most Ministries, you can join us in sharing the love
of Christ in Nicaragua June 25 - July 31, 2010.
Most Ministries” mission state is: Mission
Opportunities Short Term is committed to impacting
the world for Jesus Christ through short-term
missions by "Empowering the Found in Reaching
the Lost." Carol Alberts (854-5507) has more
information available for you.

For more than 65 years, ever since the founding
of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, God
has blessed us with more than $80,000,000,
gathered through Mites, to fund mission grants. We
praise Him for His grace and for your gifts. The
national Mission Goal for the present biennium is
$1,825,000.00. With God’s help, we can meet this
goal plus all the district goals for funding mission

grants.

But supporting mission grants is much more
than regularly placing coins (and even dollars and

checks) into your Mite box or cans. Prayers of God’s
people are needed to support the grants, too.
Missionaries often report that the prayers made on
their behalf are invaluable to their work and well-
being. Often when all seemed hopeless or they
faced dangerous situations, God rescued them.
Only later were they told by someone many
thousands of miles away that they were being
prayed for without the one who prayed even
knowing of the danger the missionaries faced.
Thanks be to God who hears the prayers of His
children. Your prayers for God to bless the mission
grant recipients are needed and very much desired.
At noon every Monday take time to join LWMLers
around the nation in prayer for the LWML and the

Mission Grants Recipients.

Our St. John LWML meets on the second
Monday of the month, either at 12:30 or 6:30 P.M.
Why not start out the New Year by attending our

January fellowship and bible study.

Visit the district website at: www.flgalwml.com.
SUBMITTED BY CAROL ALBERTS

LLL NEWS:

The Lutheran Hour®, which began in 1930, is the world's longest-running, Christian outreach radio
program. It proclaims the message of Jesus Christ to more than 1.2 million people each week over 800 ra-
dio stations across North America. It is also broadcast on the American Forces Network to reach military
personnel and their families around the world. But did you know that Lutheran Hour Ministries has a web-

site designed just for men? Check it out at www.lhmmen.com.

Our St. John LLL (a.k.a. Lutheran Laymen’s League) has changed the dates of our fellowship din-
ners. We will now be meeting on the first Thursday of each month at 6:30 P.M. in the Family Life Center.

Join us on Thursday, January 7th.

Submitted by Henry Alberts

ALTAR GUILD

The Altar Guild is a special ministry whose mission We will hold our annual meeting prior to Ash
is to care for everything that relates to the Altar. Wednesday (February 17t). Date and time will be an-
Teams are assigned for a month at a time. Serving on nounced in the weekly worship folder.
the Altar Guild provides a unique worship experience Submitted by Carol Alberts
in and of itself.

Please call Tevis Fitzpatrick at 629-2281 if you
would like to glorify God and serve the members of St.

John by being a member of the Altar Guild.



http://www.flgalwml.com/
http://www.lhmmen.com/
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News from Your St. John Lutheran School............
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind.”
Matthew 22:37

WHEW! It is another year and our school is marching onward toward our goals of academic excel-
lence, athletic and service opportunities. Most importantly we are privileged to have another entire se-
mester of school to share the Good News of Jesus Christ with our Saints every day as well as in chapel!
Please continue to pray that the Holy Spirit moves in our students’ hearts and prepares the soil for these
seeds of the gospel.

As you might know, | am moving on to serve at North Marion Ministries full time with my husband
in the outreach to struggling families in our own county. Let me take this opportunity to not only thank
you for your faithful support in my positions here in our school ministry, but also for the generosity that
this congregation has shown to North Marion Ministries. In this economy especially, more and more
families not only need food and physical assistance, but also the salvation that our Savior brings.

Mrs. Drea Fischer, a well known educational leader and minister here at St. John Lutheran will be
leading our school ministry into the future. Her heart for the Lord, love of Lutheran ministry, and vast
experience in the classroom as well as in administration make her an ideal successor. | know you will
support Drea, pray for her, help as she calls upon you, and find ways to foster our day school program
because this is indeed our major outreach. For more than 45 years, St. John Lutheran has stood as a
beacon of light in our community showing the love of God and educating countless young men and
women to serve as Christian citizens. May God bless you and our joint ministry. | will always hold you in

my prayers.
—Deborah M. Heath

St. John Science Fair: January 14, 2010

Open for viewing from 3:30 to 7pm in the Family Life Center
Everyone is invited to our Science Fair, which has expanded this year to include 6th through 9th grades
and above. Come to check out the displays witnessing to our student’s great imaginations and hard work. Our
school received Regional Awards last year, and had participants in the State Science Fair; will this happen
again this year? Submitted by Sally Mennicke

NEW RECYCLING FUNDRAISER

Help Our School—Protect the Environment—Donate Your Used Electronics and Jewelry
St. John Lutheran Church and School is conducting a greatly expanded recycling fundraiser. There’s
nothing to buy. We are simply asking you to protect the environment by donating your used consumer elec-
tronics and unwanted, broken or mismatched jewelry. Your used item(s) may be tax deductible and will be re-
cycled in accordance with EPA regulations. 100% of the proceeds will help fund the financial aid fund of St.
John Lutheran School.
We are currently collecting the following items:

Cell Phones Laptop Computers Inkjet Cartridges MP3 Players
Digital Cameras Digital Video Cameras Handheld Game Systems  GPS Devices
Radar Detectors Electronic Book Readers  Gold, Silver & Platinum Jewelry

Please drop off any items you would like to recycle in either the church or school office. They will be
gathered each day and placed in storage in the development office before being shipped, free of charge to the
Recycling Fundraiser Center in Dallas, Texas.

A first shipment of 245 inkjet cartridges was sent on December 3, 2009.

Submitted by: Richard L. Rath, Director of Development
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Youth Ministry:

The Saint John Courier

Kids Worship Level 1
Our “Kids Worship” Minis-
try meets weekly after a brief les-
son in the Sanctuary by Pastor
Lineberger. This month in Level 1,
the children will be learning about
the birth of our Savior Jesus
Christ. Feel free to join the chil-
dren in the Kids Worship building
as they learn about Gods word in
an early childhood setting. For
more information about the pro-
gram or to find out how you can
get involved, please contact Jim

and Beth Cato at 362-8607.

Kids Worship Level 2

If you are between the
ages of 7-11, you are encour-
aged to join us for the lessons
and activities centered around the
birth of Our Lord and Savior, Je-
sus this month. For more infor-
mation about our Level 2 Kids
Worship, or to find out how you
can get involved, please contact
Gary and Melissa Koltz at 291-
2511.

Wednesday Night Out!
It starts—Jan. 13, 2010

This new mid-week event is
scheduled to begin on Wednes-
day, January 13th starting at 6:00
pm in the Family Life Center with
a Dinner, an opening devotion,
activity groups for youth and
adults, a closing devotion and
dismissal at 8:00 pm.

There is something special
planned for all school grade
groups of our Youth; and there are
at least two Adult groups to par-
ticipate in relevant discussion:
something for your whole family to
enjoy in the middle of the week.
Therefore, everyone is encour-
aged to come for dinner and an
evening of food, fun activities and
fellowship. (see page 4)

We Need You;

to make it all work!

What has been a defining mo-
ment in your life? It may have
been a marriage, birth of a child
or a time when God truly moved in
your life. We can see defining mo-
ments in front of us as we watch
our country try to re-define itself. |
am struck by the change in so
many things that used to be es-
tablished facts, “no-brainers”.

Things like real estate is a sta-
ble investment. Really? | won-
der? Or put your money in the
bank, and yet we watch foreclo-
sures and total decay of our
banking industry.

While these are worldly treas-
ures, they still define us. We are
on the edge of defining moments
of our Christian church as well.
Who is going to win the hearts and
minds of our children and fami-
lies? Will it be the church or nick-
elodeon? We have an awesome
and overwhelming responsibility.

Church attendance is down in
America. Fewer people attend and
those who do so less often. A
number of reasons are given, in-
cluding:

e There are more Sunday options -
golfing, fishing, lake houses,
kid’'s sports, television, work de-
mands, and more. There were
once a simpler day when more
people attended.

e The church isn't meeting the
needs of the people and isn’t
relevant.

e The church tries too hard to be
relevant and makes it too easy
to be casual Christians.

e People have become compla-
cent and comfortable and aren’t
committed to growing their faith,
much less committed to church.

e Young people are not becoming
Christians.

Whether you agree or disagree
with any of the reasons given

above, one thing is certain: The
writer of Hebrews said that meet-
ing together is essential for the
spiritual vitality of believers. He
warns that there is a day of judg-
ment coming when it is going to
be difficult to live a Christian life.
He says we need to encourage
one another on to good deeds.

Here at St. John, we have a
newly formed youth committee
and we have KIDS WORSHIP and
KIDS BIBLE FELLOWSHIP that at-
tempts to reach all of our St. John
youth. We need more people with
a passion for youth who are willing
to step up and become a part of
our youth efforts.

At the beginning of a the new
year, what better time for us to
consider helping in one of these
areas? Teachers and helpers are
needed for WED. NIGHT OUT,
KIDS WORSHIP and KIDS BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP; and we need others
to help with our High School and
Middle School youth groups.

Our youth are the future of St.
John and they need to discover
their true relationship within our
church family. To accomplish this
goal, we need your time, your
commitment and your ideas to
help our youth experience this re-
alization in a dynamic way.

Please prayerfully consider
helping in this most important
area. Please contact me or the
church office for more informa-
tion. Our next youth committee
meeting will be held on Tuesday,
January 12th, at 5:00pm in the
COC led by Pastor Lineberger.

Our KBF staff thanks all of our
parents for allowing us to partner
with you in sharing GOD’S HOLY
WORD with your precious children.
We wish our St. John family a
blessed and Happy New Year.

Youth Ministry Committee
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The Saint John Cdurigt. John Lutheran Church & School of Ocala, Flol Non-Profit
1915 SE Lake Weir Ave, Ocala, FL 34471 Srgag’z"f’on
'Shepherding Individuals into the Family of Christ where each will embrace the Spirit of our Risen Lord, Bl OIS age
and grow into the fullness of Christ through Word and Sacrament, fellowship, education and service.’ Paid
Permit No. 15
Ocala, Florida
Church Phone: 352-629-1794 34478
School Phone: 352-622-7275 RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Fax: 352-622-5564

Church Office Hours:
Monday — Friday
7:30 am to 4:00 pm
www.stjohnocala.org
churchoffice2@stjohnocala.org

Rev. Richard W. Lineberger - Senior Pastor

Andrea Fischer—School Director

Jim Webb—Church Growth & Assimilation Director

Christina Asleson- Music Director
“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose!” (Romans 8:28)
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Continued from front page page 3
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Letter from Jesus page 5
Volunteer Schedule page 6
Birthdays/Anniversaries page 6
New & Continuing Activities page 7
LLL & LWML page 8
School News page 9
Youth Ministry page 10
Calendar page 11
Monthly News-Letter deadline is 4:00 pm on the 15th of
each month in the church office. Please submit all articles
in WORD DOCUMENT FORMAT on a 3.5“ Disc, CD, E-mail or
media stick along with a printed copy.

Prayer Needs:

Serving in the Military: Steven Jones [M/M Koch’s son, National
Guard @ home]; Robert Capazzi [Patti Kull-Hertz’s son @ Ft. Hood,
Texas]; Jason Vaughn [M/M Don Asleson’s grandson @ Iraq];

Special needs: Griffin Anderson [M/M Buckner’s grandson], Beth
Biggers, Kylie Collins [Don Kaufman’s granddaughter], Richard Johns-
ton [M/M Behrmann’s son], John Landon Capazzi [Patty Kull Hertz's
grandson], Madison Pearsall [M/M Taylor's granddaughter], Anne
Marie Singh,

Pray for Shut-ins: Hildegard Heger @ LifeCare; Marion Birkhimer @
Shands Rehab, J.J. Adcock; Dolly Kisler, Carol Maurer, Gladys Wein-
spach [at their respective homes]; Art Magamoll and Paul Behrmann
[Ocala Health & Rehab]; Lavonne Behrman, Larry Manthey & Hank &
Pauline Evans; Reba Magamoll [@ Chambrel], Adrian Howell [Superior
House], Walter Weiss [Marion House], Ann Smith [Emeritis of Ocala],
Marion Walker @ The Windsor;

Prayer Vigil:

We will be holding our monthly Prayer Vigil in the Sanctuary on Wednesday, January 6th. Please stop by and
help us lift up to the Lord the needs we and others have here at St. John. This month we pray for the members and
mission of our sister congregation Trinity Lutheran Church, Summerfield, FL.




