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Jesus, the Chief Of Generous Givers!

| am not commanding you, but | want to
test the sincerity of your love by comparing it
with the earnestness of others. For you know
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
though He was rich, yet for your sakes He
became poor, so that you through His pov-
erty might become rich. 2 Corinthians 8:8-9

Imagine sitting in the congregation when
Paul's letter to the Corinthian people was
first read. Are the Corinthian Christians
squirming as he pokes and prods at their
spiritual resilience? They were a boastful,
self-confident people. They reveled in their
size, their accumulative talents, the sophisti-
cation of their people.

“I want to test the sincerity of your love,”
Paul wrote. And how does he do it? By mak-
ing some comparisons. To the Macedonians,
in fact; and apparently, they failed the test.

But then Paul made an even more chal-
lenging comparison. “You know the grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ,” he wrote. Presuma-
bly they did, but Paul described it anyway:
He who was rich chose to become poor so
that you might become spiritually rich. There
is here what some might call a transfer of
wealth - from heaven to Corinth. Jesus was
the chief of generous givers.

The Bible is not easy on us when it
comes to this business of generosity. We are
instinctively selfish people. At first God set
the bar low when it came to mandatory giv-
ing: a tithe, ten percent of one's holdings.
However, generous giving is another story.
Generous giving starts when it hurts to give.
When one moves in the direction of
“poverty" in order to make someone else
“rich."

By richness we are not talking about
adding to someone else's net worth. Rather
we are talking about spiritual richness or the
richness that comes from living the life that

God intended for all (not just the privileged)
to live. Jesus set the pace in His incarnation
and His atonement at the cross. He went
from wealth to poverty that we might go from
poverty to wealth. That is our model. That is
our call.

Think of Christ; think of grace. He came
to the world as a “rich" person. As Son of
God, He was rich in position; as heir of all
the treasures of heaven, Jesus was rich in
inheritance. Prior to His incarnation, there is
nothing He did not know, nothing He could
not do; no one possessed greater amounts
of power and knowledge. However, He ex-
changed all this richness for a form of pov-
erty. “He became poor.” Poor, how? He be-
came the sacrificial Lamb of God and for-
feited His life that out of the atoning work of
the cross, spiritually poor people (each of us)
might become rich.

Genuine Christianity compels the true
Christian to become a generous person be-
cause the central act of our faith is an act of
generosity. “He became poor that we might
become rich." It cost Christ to transfer
wealth-of-spirit to us.

The generous giver knows and under-
stands that giving does not begin until there
is sacrifice in alignment with the sacrifice of
Christ. The Corinthians apparently never fig-
ured this out; the Thessalonians did. Per-
haps it explains why one church was always
sickly (the bigger and the wealthier church)
and the other seems to have had a vigorous
and exemplary life.

Think about a time in your life when you
have given generously. What impact did this
have on both you and the recipient?

Except from Generosity—by Gordon MacDonald
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Second Semester is off and running at St. John Lutheran School. We are busy in all areas of academ-
ics, field trips ,sports and service projects. Our annual Jump Rope for Heart is coming up on February 12t,
You are all invited to come out and join us . Our Open House for Elementary and Middle School is Thursday,
February 18t. Please stop by— we have lots of great things to show off. As always this time of year brings our
re-enrollment process for the 2010-2011 school year. If you have not gotten your forms yet stop by the school
office. Please share with friends about our school. There are several opportunities for families to visit our
campus this month. These include Feb. 18t at 9:30a.m.- an Information Session about the school and Feb.

19t js “Saint for a Day.” If your child is interested in visiting the school for a day this is a wonderful experi-
ence. OUR ST. JOHN LUTHERAN SCHOOL, 2010 ST. JOHN SCIENCE FAIR

FEATURED 164 AMAZING HIGH SCHOOL AND MIDDLE SCHOOL PROJECTS!
Congratulations to all of our St. John scientists for all of their hard work and creativity. Five students

were selected for the 2010 Regional Science and Engineering Fairl They are:
Josh Baxley, Nicholas Scherschel, Connor Mayfield, Jeanine Biemond, and Elizabeth Rockey!

High School:
First Place-

Josh Baxley- “Delaying Decay”

Nicholas Scherschel- “Coastal Dune Erosion”

Jennifer Bello- “Does Eye Color Affect Peripheral Vision?”
Caley Carbaugh- “Walmart Wins Again”

Kristine Odaiyar- “How Do Different Liquids Affect Human
Teeth?”

Second Place-

Eric Williams- “Which Item Will Amplify Wireless Internet
The Best?”

Edgardo Cruz- “How Music Affects Bean Plant Growth”
Jacob Radford- “Soy vs. Dairy: The Curdling Story”
Morgan Zack- “Temperatures Affecting Magnetism”
Caroline Casper- “Crickets Eat What?”

Third Place-

Thomas Ergle- “Helmets, What Are They Good For?”
Jacob Hartman- “How A Root Grows Towards The Water
Source”

Christina Shepard- “ The Solubility of Generic vs. Brand
Name Pain Relievers

Joe Bello- “Tater Launchers”

Ryan Oltz- “Does Weight Matter?”

Honorable Mention-

Marissa Paglia- “Can Coke Acid Dissolve Body Tissue?”
Grant Wiles- “Do Animals Have A Paw Preference or Domi-
nance?”

Josie Devine- “Is Natural Better?”

Justin Whaley- “How Caffeine Effects Your Pulse Rate”
Sudie Bellow- “What Goes In Your Wash?”

Middle School:

First Place-

Connor Mayfield “Fueling our Future”

Jeanine Biemond “Which Heart Beats Faster?”

Zach Mayfield “Worms, Brains, EMF’s Oh My!”

Elizabeth Rockey “Burning Up”

Brittany Hytovick “Does Rust Effect Magnetism?”

Max Lucas “A Dog’s Choice”

Kraig Lindsey “Can Solar Power Desalinate Water?”
Colton Godwin “Which Ball is the Best Buy?”

Erik Higgenbotham “I Launch It”

Aundrea Browning “The Lime Light on Plants”

Second Place-
Jason Scherschel “The Truth Behind Cheese”
Cameron Rivas “Power Trip”
Nicole Chierco “What Types of Soil do Earthworms Pre-
fer?”
Ashley Gallinaro “Birthday Candle Burn Out”
Chris Tessman “Light Bright”
Daniel Jornalien “What’s Spinning”
Jenny Bollinger “Lip Gloss Wars”
David Hatcher “Cucumbers Grown in Tobacco”
Hannah Reese “Got Hormone?”
Brooke Land “Crystal formation and Temperature”
Third Place-
Pieter Breitenfelder “What Liquid is Best for Growing
Plants?”
Rosie Mazzanoble “Veggie Fruit Power”
Rachel Bookbinder “Inked”
Naomi Cano “Isn’t Rain Supposed to be Good?”
Seth Wiles “What Keeps Bread Freshest the Longest?”
Eric Whinnen “Which Will Burn Faster?”
Alexis Browning “Rust or Bust”
Noah Blake “The Soda Ate the Metal”
Grace Ergle “How Magnetism Affects Plant Growth”
Amber Lopez “Triops: Can Water Temperature Help Them
Survive?”
Honorable Mention-
Matthew Westol “Which do Corn Snakes Like More Mice
or Lizards?”
Kiersten Farley “The Last Flower Standing”
Molly Jank “Crystalize This”
Alex Rodriguez “Buoyant Eggs: Salt or No Salt?”
Chad Revis “Got Cheese?”
Mathew Lopez “Breathing Fire”
Donnie Strouse “Marvelous Marbles”
Mikayla Cano “Yellow, Red, Blue Light, Hello Sunlight”
Alex Zeedyk “Bleach Experiment”
Ashley La Borde “Paw Preference”
Submitted by Mrs. Jennifer Fontaine
High School Science -jefontaine@stjohnocala.org
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Ministry Council News:
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MINISTRY COUNCIL MINUTES
JANUARY 9, 2010
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 am by
Bill Reese.

Those present at the meeting were the follow-
ing members of the Ministry Council: Bill Reese, Eric
Williams, Sue Dean, Don Kaufman, Mike Wilkinson,
Mark Asleson, Patty Kull-Hertz, Bob Van Hoose and
Roger Danielson.

Ad Hoc members present were: Pastor Lineber-
ger and Drea Fischer

Bill Reese opened with Bible Study.

Bill stated we need unity of purpose in carrying
out the mission of the church as identified in the Mis-
sion Statement which is as follows: Shepherding indi-
viduals into the family of Christ where each will em-
brace the spirit of our risen Lord and grow into the
fullness of Christ through Word and Sacrament fel-
lowship education and service.

After discussion of the mission statement, the
Council began consideration of the new structure.

Eric Williams was assigned to the Christian
Education and Spiritual Life and Worship Commis-
sions. Bill will serve on the Physical Properties and
Finance and Education Commissions.

The Ministry Council meetings will be held on
the third Monday of each month with interim meet-
ings as needed. The next meeting will be Monday,
January 18, 2010. The minutes of the Ministry Coun-
cil will be inserted into the monthly newsletter.

The Council discussed the issue of paid staff
serving on the Ministry Council and on the Commis-
sions. The Council agreed staff should not serve on
the Council or Commissions to avoid conflicts of inter-
est.

Bob Van Hoose stated and everyone agreed
that Council members need to be talent scouts to
identify where all members fit in to best serve their
church. Thereafter, the Council identified candidates
to fill the Commission seats.

Don Kaufman will contact the following candi-
dates to serve on the Spiritual Life and Worship Com-
mission: Bob Lineback, Joan Cibock, Karl Raabe,
Larry Turner and Carol Alberts. These appointments

are for one year and begin immediately.

Mark Asleson will contact the following candi-
dates for service on the Physical Properties Commis-
sion: Larry Cooper, David Van Gorp, Ray Putansu, Earl
owing, Dennis Strow and John Scherschel. These ap-
pointments are for one year and begin immediately.

Patty will contact the following candidates for
service on the Education Commission of the Church:
Arlene Biggers, Randy Priem, Jeff Spaeth and Liz
Weiss. These appointments would begin now and end
July 31, 2011.

Mike Wilkinson will contact the following for
service on the Finance and Administration Commis-
sion: Mike Tomich, Jack Theus, Dottie Childers, Jon
Dean, Liz Weiss and Larry Martin. These appoint-
ments are for one year and begin now. It was agreed
this Commission should establish policies and proce-
dures for counting and collecting funds as soon as
possible.

It was the consensus of the Council that all
Commissions need to be operating by February 1,
2010 and that if any individuals named above are not
needed for service on the Commissions that we will
ask them to serve on a committee. Bob Van Hoose
stated we need an operating church growth commit-
tee as a part of the Spiritual Life and Worship Com-
mission and he distributed a document entitled On-
ward and Upward for review by the Council members.

Bill stated the school administrator search
committee needs to be appointed immediately and
that Eric Williams will be the Chairman. Eric will con-
tact the search committee members and Perry Brase-
man, the school and technology consultant from the
Synod.

Bill reminded the Council that third Sunday in
February is the Congregational meeting.

Bill commented that we need to do a better job
of recognizing people.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:30 with the
Lord’s prayer and singing the Doxology.

Respectfully submitted,
Susan E. Dean

Secretary
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Wednesday Nite Out:

Please make plans now to attend the up-
coming “Wednesday Nite Out” a time for fellowship,
and evening meal, and the opportunity to grow
spiritually in the study and discussion of God’s
Word. Each Wednesday, evening begins with:

e A dinner being served in the Family Life Center
from 6:00 pm till 6:30 pm.

e Gathering at 6:50 pm in the Sanctuary for an
opening prayer, announcements, and a hymn of
praise, children and adults will then go to their
respective activities of Bible study and fellow-
ship.

e Pre-K—2nd Grade children go with Mr./Mrs.
Cato for special activities.

e Grades 3—5 children go with Mr. Howson for a
Bible class and games.

e Grades 6—12 go with Mr. Williams for a devo-
tion and games.

e Adults have a choice of three different Bible
study sessions:

1. Pastor Lineberger is hosting the Chip In-
gram video series titled—Effective Parenting
held in the Sanctuary.

2. Mr./Mrs. Wilkinson lead a study of the book
of Philippians in the High School room 12.

3. Mr. Webb leads a video series titled—Jesus:
Legend or Lord by Dr. Paul Meier in the
COC.

e At 7:55 pm, everyone will return to the Sanctu-
ary for a brief closing, consisting of announce-
ments, a closing prayer and a hymn of praise.

e At 8:00 pm we leave the Sanctuary in time to
have the kids back home at a convenient hour
in preparation for a restful night’'s sleep, and
being ready for the next day.

“Wednesday Nite Out” is for everyone.
Whether you are single, married, with children or
not, young or older, there is something for every-
one.

Children’s activities are grouped according
to grade levels: Pre - K through Kindergarten, Ele-
mentary school, Middle school and High school.

Adults enjoy fellowship and Bible study in
the Sanctuary while the youth meet in various ele-
mentary class rooms as well as both rooms in the
Family Life Center.

Plan now to attend and bring your friends,
both adults and children reaching out to others to
encourage this time of fellowship and spiritual
growth. And, please take note that there is a free
will offering basket available if you desire to con-
tribute anything. Please mark the Guest/Member
Attendance slip indicating the number of family
members who are planning to attend so we can
prepare enough food or call 629-1794.

Youth Ministry Committee:

The Terrorist Groups Operating in Churches!

Latest news reports are that five terrorist cell
groups have been operating
churches. They have been identified as:

«Bin Sleepin,

eBin Arguin,

«Bin Fightin,

eBin Complainin, and
eBin Missin.

Their leader, Osama Bin Lucifer, trained these
groups to destroy the Body of Christ. The plan is to
come into the church disguised as Christians and to
work within the church to discourage, disrupt, and
destroy.

However, there have been reports of a sixth
group. Atiny cell, known by the name Bin Prayin,

It is actually the only effective counter terrorism
force in the church. Unlike other terrorist cells, the

Bin Prayin team does not blend in with whomever

in many of our and whatever comes along.

Bin Prayin does whatever is needed to uplift and
encourage the Body of Christ. We have noticed that
the Bin Prayin cell group has different characteristics
than the others. They have:

«Bin Watchin,

eBin Waitin,

eBin Fastin, and

eBin Longin for their Master, Jesus Christ to
return.

To which cell group do you belong?

And guess what. No church is exempt. However,
you can spot them if you "bin lookin".

Submitted by an anonymous friend.

The Saint John Courier
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HealthCare

In 2004, when | graduated from St. John Lutheran School after 15 years of classes, chapels, friend-
ships, and sporting events, | could not even imagine where life would bring me. Never did | dream that | would
be working right down the road from St. John for a company that | am blessed to be a part of. Odyssey Health-
care, a company based on 14 service standards that add up to an outstanding hospice experience, has made
it their business to serve their patients, not just take care of them. These service standards include admitting
patients within 3 hours of getting a referral, contacting patients every day, and YYCOM, which stands for You
Can Count On Me. | am fortunate to be able to serve the Lord each day by spending time with the gentleman
who cannot leave his home, making sure the family of a dying woman has everything they need, and ensuring
the safety of our patients so that they can stay in their own homes.

One of my favorite things about Odyssey Healthcare, secondary to the outstanding patient care and love
that we show to each and every patient, is our logo. You might ask what makes a logo so inspiring, and the
answer is this: the picture you see next to our name was drawn by a paraplegic woman with the assistance of a
mouth-wand and computer. Most of you know how close to my heart any individual with special needs is, and |
feel as though | have met this woman, even though she is no longer with us. You see, after completing the
logo, she passed away in her home. The logo is a home placed on a rainbow colored background, with the
door’'s home positioned so that it appears to be opening or closing. This is the perfect description of Odyssey’s
views on what we do - taking care of those who are either opening or closing a door in their lives. The most
astounding part of this story is this: the woman’s name was Faith.

| am the social worker for Odyssey, as well as the acting Volunteer Coordinator. We call our volunteers
‘Simple Stars’ because it is so easy to shine brightly in someone’s life and serve others here at Odyssey. Sim-
ply showing up and spending time with a patient is all it takes! If you can read, push play on a CD player, talk
to someone, or play cards, you can make an immeasurable impact on someone as they complete life’s journey.
If you would like more information, or would like to begin the process of becoming a volunteer with Odyssey
Healthcare, please contact me, Amanda Biggers, at (352) 622-9331 or at abiggers@odsyhealth.com.

2010 Florida SeniorFest

Sponsored by ALOA (Association of Lutheran Older Adults)
Co-Sponsors Fla-Ga District, (LCMS); Fla-Bahamas Synod, (ELCA)
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, Lutheran Services Florida, Village on the Isle, Venice
Four Locations:

Monday, February 8 Life Enrichment Center, 4991 Picciolla Rd, Fruitland Park, FL (Leesburg)
Tuesday, February 9 Christian Retreat Center, 1200 Glory Way Blvd., Bradenton, FL
Friday, February 12 Florida FFA Leadership Center, 5000 Firetower Rd, Haines City, FL
Saturday, February 13  Advent Lutheran Church, 5001 N.E, 4t Ave., Boca Raton, FL

SeniorFest: A day of learning, food, fun, and challenge, for all Lutheran seniors and friends.

e Keynoters: Dr. Charles Mueller, distinguished pastor, former President of Southeastern District, LCMS, writer for
Wheat Ridge Ministries, will present at all four locations. Music, worship and humorist presentations will be led by
David Ludwig Jr., Jan Struck.

o Exhibits and workshops: Crafts, exercise, speakers, retired Pastors meeting, health issues, retirement, other activi-
ties (location workshops vary.)

e Schedule: Registration and coffee beginning at 8:30 am. The day ends at 4:30 pm.

e Cost: $30.00 includes lunch. Space is limited. Register early!

o Website: www.aloafloridaseniorfest.com for maps and emerging updated information.

For directions to the location or for other information call:
Ruth Chancellor at 813-695-0694 / Pastor Dick Hafer at 813-984-8821 or 813-293-3286
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If you are not able to serve on the date (s) scheduled, please call the church office (352) 629-1794 and leave a message. Thank you for your willingness to serve.

Altar Guild team:

Shelby Putansu

Martha Pinnow
Bev Serridge

2/06
2/13
2/20
2/27

2/07

2/14

2/21

2/28

USHERS @ 6:00 pm

Dave & Joyce Goheen

Marlene Harr & Barb Henrich
John & Susan Hough

Charlie Sanders & Bryan Com-
petiello

USHERS @ 9:00 am

Beth Fye, Paul Fontaine,
Borys Loza and Sally Mennicke

Roland Harms, Betty Haskins,
Jack & Kathy Theus

Jim Webb, George Sinak
Glenn & Denise Nelson

Bob & Carole Mikler
Lance & Vanessa Baxley

Schedule of Volunteers:

The Saint John Courier

Officers & Commissioners:

Bill Reese 732-412
Eric Williams 622-801
Sue Dean 351-965
Mike Wilkinson 694-123

Don Kaufman 624-372

9 President

3 Vice President

6 Secretary

1 Treasurer

8 Comm.-SL/Worship

DATE

2/06
2/13
2/17
2/20
2/24
2/27

2/07
2/14
2/21
2/28

2/07
2/14
2/21
2/28

Saturday Nursery 6:00 pm

Tammy Kana

Lisa Runion

Shirley Webb—Ash Wednesday
Martha Pinnow

Kristen Wilkinson—Lenten Service

Debra Wise
Sunday Nursery: 9:00 am

Karen Asleson
Amy Borie
Rita Buth

Lenia Coates

Sunday Nursery: 10:15 am

Nancy Baker
Sharron Burtzlaff
Ginny Faw

Steve Coates

Projectionist & Sound Tech

Jared Weiss
Kirby Van Hoose

Day
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Mark Asleson 624-0372 Comm.-Phy. Properties
Patty Kull-Hertz  489-0957 Comm.-Christ Ed.
Roger Danielson 591-2299 Comm.- At Large
Bob Van Hoose 368-2417 Comm.- At Large
Elders:
Henry Alberts 854-5507 Chris Reese 236-0847
Brett Higginbotham  351-3320 Jeff Reines 622-7092
Don Kaufman 624-3728 David Singh  502-2929
Gary Koltz 291-2511 Ed Todd 629-5434
Steve Mennicke 690-1623 John Westol 629-5769
February Birthdays! 20 Mr. David Miller
Names 20 Mrs. Sandra Rath
Mr. James Webb 20 Mrs. Carol Davis-Wantz
Mrs. Judith Dahiman 20 Mrs. Dotty Oltz
Bryce Disimile 21 Mr. Andrew Andersen (Rittmayer)
Mr. Earl Otting 23 Mrs. Shirley Webb
Mr. Ryan Oltz 23 Mrs. Lillian Yocum
Mr. Lee Moreland 23 Dr. Borys Loza
Rev. Richard Lineberger 24 Mr. John Hough
Mrs. Marie Tillis 25 Mrs. Sue Dean
Mr. John Wise 26 Alan Zeedyk I
Aislinn Cutich 26 Alexandra Zeedyk
Madison Foster 27 Mr. Scott Koch
Mrs. Helen Strawn 28 Ryan Divers

Mrs. Marion Birkhimer
Mr. J. Larry Cooper
Mrs. Cynthia Lanier
Sara Reese

Mrs. Sharron Burtzlaff
Mrs. Dottie Childers
Mr. Bob Gordon

Mr. Donald Buth Sr.
Sydney Deines

Mr. John Westol
Herschel Wise

Mr. Michael Miller
Beth Biggers

Ms. Marlene Harr

Ms. Dawn Rogers

Mr. Larry Faw

Mr. Andrew Wantz
Mrs. Deborah Scherschel
Mrs. Mildred Crowder

February Anniversaries!
Day Names

3 Mr./Mrs. Eric Williams i
14 Mr./Mrs. Robert Richardson
14 Mr./Mrs. Stanley Taylor

20 Mr./Mrs. David Van Gorp
24 Mr./Mrs. Steven Pinnow

29 Mr./Mrs. Robert Lineback

NOTE: Please, call the church office to
update your special dates (629-1794).
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Sunday:
e Bill Reese’s class is studying the book of “Acts” in

the Conference room of the Family Life Center—
Conference room.

e Randy Priem’s class is studying Luther’s Large
Catechism— High School Rm. 6.

o Steve & Sally Mennicke’s class continues the
VIDEO series by Dr. Paul Maier on The Journeys of
St. Paul in High School Rm. 5

e Jim Webb: will begin a new Adult Information
Classes in High School Rm. 11 on January 31st; It
is offered to all guests, visitors, school families,
members and anyone interested in becoming a
member of the Lutheran Church.

e Bob Van Hoose: presents a new series: “Let’s
Walk”, held in the Sanctuary.

e Dianne Wakeland: is leading the new Beth Moore
series—Stepping Up, on Sunday evenings @ 6:30
pm in the COC—Rm. 24.

Monday:

 Pastor Lineberger continues a study of the Gospel
of John; in the COC-Rm. 24 from 11:00 - 12:00
noon.

Tuesday:

e Bill Reese leads a Promise Keepers Bible study
titled ‘One Month to Live’ in the Family Life Cen-
ter—Conference room 6:30—7:30 am. All men are
invited to attend .

Wednesday:

e Bill Reese leads an Adult Bible Class on the
‘Gospel of John’ off-campus each Wednesday
morning 6:30—7:30 am. Contact Bill at 732-4129.

e Liz Weiss leads the W-4 Study and Exercise group
at 4:30 pm behind the Gym and in the COC, Rm.
24.

e Pastor Lineberger—leads the discussion of the
Chip Ingram video series—Effective Parenting in
the Sanctuary @ 7:00 pm.

o Mike/Debbie Wilkinson—are leading a study of the
book of Philippians in the High School room 12 @
7:00 pm.

e Jim Webb continues a VIDEO SERIES by Dr. Paul
Maier — Jesus: Legend or Lord, at 7:00 pm in the
COC—Rm. 24.

Thursday:

e Jim Webb & Pastor Lineberger continue the EE
Outreach Training visits from 6:30 — 8:30 pm.
This course will equip you to effectively share your
personal faith with anyone.

Saturday:

e Fran Spaeth is leading the Saturday evening ABC
study of “The New Testament” from 5:00 — 5:50
pm in the COC. Attending this Bible class is an
excellent way to prepare yourself for the Saturday
evening worship.

Please select a course of study and join us as we

explore God'’s plan for our lives. Jim Webb

New & Continuing Ministries & Adult Bible Class [ABC] Options:
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The 'Nole Network:

University Lutheran is a campus based minis-
try near Florida State University and we are trying to
put together a mentoring program called the 'Nole
Network’ between current students and people who
share their faith in the community. The idea is that
students can receive guidance and support from
those who work in their field who have had similar
problems that the students are currently facing.
Since problems are different based on category (an
engineering students academic problems will differ
from the academic problems of a creative writing stu-
dent) we are trying to match students with people in
their chosen career path.

So we are asking Lutherans around the State
this question: Are you willing to help a college stu-
dent find their way in life?

University Lutheran Church is looking for FSU
alumni and Lutherans of all trades to help mentor cur-
rent FSU students with their spiritual and academic
lives. There's a bond between Lutheran 'Noles’ (past
and present) that cannot be broken. Share your sto-
ries with a student and make a difference in their
world!

Please contact Pastor Jay Winters to be con-
nected with a student who needs you today. (850)

224-6059. pastor@Quniversitylutheranchurch.org.

Thank you for your help,

University Lutheran Church
An LCMS Congregation

(850) 224-6059

PIZZA ANYONE?

Help support our school while filling your
tummy by taking part in the monthly St. John
Pizza Hut Fundraiser Night.

February’s date is Tuesday, the 9th ONLY at
the Pizza Hut located at 2327 S. Pine Street. You
can call ahead for your order @ 622-3714 or
even order online @ www.pizzahut.com and
choose what time you would like to dine in or
carry out.

Please use a coupon when you pick up your
pizza. Extra coupons will be available in the Nar-
thex the Sunday before the 9t; as well as on our
website: www.stjohnocala.org.

Thank you for supporting St. John.
Submitted by Deb Scherschel
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LUTHERAN MEN & WOMEN IN MISSION:

i3

Have you ever dreamed of going on a short-term
mission trip to share the love of Jesus, our
Savior? Here is a great opportunity for you to live
your dream.

As of this writing, three women from our
congregation (Shelby Putansu, Kristen Wilkinson,
and Carol Alberts) and possibly more will be part of
a team going to Nicaragua June 25 - July 3. They
would like you to join them. MOST
Ministries is recognized by the Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod and will be leading the Team, which
will consist of FL-GA LWML members, their friends
and fellow church members. Contact Carol Alberts,
854-5507 (albertsville@embargmail.com) for more
information and an application form. Hurry - the
deadline is January 31st. This particular mission
trip is Women's Ministry.... conducting a retreat for
women and puppet ministry for their
children. Plans are underway for fund-raising
events to help defray expenses. Please pray about
venturing out of your comfort zone and into the
foreign mission field. Then, as the Holy Spirit leads
you, contact Carol and start making plans to serve
God in a new and exciting way.

“Beautiful Feet” is the theme of the 2010 LWML
Prayer Service. Based on one of the 2009 Portland
LWML Convention theme verses (Isaiah 52:7), this
service will bring LWML members and friends
together in prayer and praise. Trinity, Summerfield,
is hosting this event on Saturday, February 6th at 10
AM. Contact Barb Henrich (694-3036) if you want
to carpool.

The Lutheran Women‘s Missionary League
(LWML) was presented the “Ablaze! Partners
Award” by LCMS World Mission recently, at their
annual Mission Partners Banquet. The award is
annually given to a national or international partner
of LCMS World Mission that demonstrates a heart
for reaching the lost with the Gospel by pursuing in
an exemplary way the goals of Ablaze! in its daily
ministry activities. LWML President Janice Wendorf
accepted the award on behalf of the organization.

In his presentation of the award, Scott Snow,
National Director of Outreach for LCMS World
Mission, said the following: “This year's [2009]
Ablaze! Partners* Award is given to a partner
organization whose members throughout the years
have worked and saved and set aside a ‘little here
and a little there,” contributing mightily and
generously so that millions and millions of dollars
could support the work of Gospel outreach in their
own communities and neighborhoods, in this

country and in countries all across the globe. Not
only have these women of faith given financially -
but they have given themselves individually to plant
‘mustard seeds’ of faith through their everyday
witness in their everyday lives. The Lutheran
Women‘s Missionary League is an organization
whose very name is synonymous with Gospel
outreach!”

LWML President Wendorf shares: “What an
honor it was for me to represent LWML and to
receive this prestigious award on behalf of all
Lutheran Women in Mission who have been part of
LWML over the years! This award is a powerful
witness to the impact of the LWML throughout the
church . To God alone be the glory and praise!”

For over 65 years, the LWML has focused on
affirming each woman’s relationship with Christ,
encouraging and equipping women to live out their
Christian lives in active mission ministries and to
support global missions. We’d like you to be come
an active part of our organization. Join us on
Monday, February 8th, either at 12:30 or at 6:30 in
the C.0.C. room for fellowship and bible study.

Lutheran Hour Ministries, also known as the
Lutheran Laymen’s League Men'’s Club at St. John

The Lutheran Hour® program boldly proclaims
the Gospel every week to hundreds of thousands of
listeners over the Internet, XM Satellite Radio, the
American Forces Network, and more than 900 radio
stations—a figure that continues to grow, thanks to
our supporters!

LHM’s Woman-to-Woman® program airs on
nearly 300 radio stations. It provides hope and
help for women facing today’s challenges of faith,
culture, and family.

Para el Camino is the Spanish-language
broadcast of The Lutheran Hour.

International Ministry Centers in more than 30
countries are on the frontlines of LHM’s mission,
providing education, equipping, and holistic

outreach through the work of dedicated
volunteer nationals.

LHM receives no direct support from The
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod; reaching out in
Jesus’ name depends on the gifts receive from
faithful supporters like you. Join LHM in Bringing
Christ to the Nations—and the Nations to the
Church!

All men of the congregation are invited to join us
for dinner and bible study on Thursday, February
11, 2010, at 6:30 in the F.L.C.—fellowship meeting
room. Please call Henry Alberts (854-5507) so we
can have enough food for everyone to enjoy.

The Saint John Courier
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HAITI RELIEF:
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Congregations and individuals who want to
make a donation to benefit victims of the recent
earthquake in Haiti may either send a check or use
our online payment option. The funds will be distrib-
uted through Mission Haiti.

For online donations, click the link to our
online payment site. Enter the amount of your dona-
tion in the line for "Other Donations" and in the ex-
planation box, please type, Haiti Earthquake.

http;//www.flga-lcms.org/

Donations can also be made via check pay-
able to:

Florida-Georgia District, LCMS
7207 Monetary Drive
Orlando, FL 32809

Earmark: Haiti Earthquake

MISSION: HAITI was formed more than 10
years ago within the FI-GA District to assist the mis-
sion and ministry efforts of the Lutheran Church in
Haiti. Initially MISSION: HAITI supported the efforts
in Haiti financially and sent mission teams primarily
for teacher education and provided lunch programs
within the Lutheran schools in Haiti. We also helped
raise funds for self-sufficiency projects.

After the hurricanes and mudslides in 2008
we felt the need to help in very tangible ways with
disaster relief. Partnering with Cross International of
Boca Raton, FL as well as the FL-GA District, MIS-
SION: HAITI sent 3 containers of food, clothing, wa-
ter and other relief supplies valued at more than
$600,000.

In addition 2 medical teams of EMT's and

nurses were sent to assist with the medical issues.

During those two trips in Oct. of 2008 and Jan. of
2009 more than 2,000 people were treated for eve-
rything from dehydration and cuts and bruises to
malaria, worms, malnutrition and burns. The life of
one 3 day old orphan was saved by the efforts of the
Oct. team.

Once again MISSION: HAITI would like to help
respond to the terrible human suffering in Haiti. In
partnership with LCMS World Relief and Human
Care, the FL- GA District and Cross International, we
will be sponsoring 2, 40 ft. containers to be shipped
as soon as possible filled with relief supplies.

The two collection points are:

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
7601 SW 39th St.
Davie, FL 33328

or
St. Paul Lutheran Church
801 West Palmetto Park Rd.
Boca Raton, FL 33486.

We are collecting the following relief items:

o Bottled water, canned food with pop tops, pea-
nut butter, rice, beans, dishwashing lig-
uid, bedsheets, shovels, buckets, antibacterial
ointment, band aids, washcloths, soap,

e good clean used clothing IF IT IS BOXED AND LA-
BELED (ie; women's clothing, children's clothing
etc).

For more information please visit the website

or you can call the church office @ 629-1794.
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NEW RECYCLING FUNDRAISER

Help Our School—Protect the Environment—Donate Your Used Electronics and Jewelry
St. John Lutheran Church and School is conducting a greatly expanded recycling fundraiser. There’s
nothing to buy. We are simply asking you to protect the environment by donating your used consumer elec-
tronics and unwanted, broken or mismatched jewelry. Your used item(s) may be tax deductible and will be re-
cycled in accordance with EPA regulations. 100% of the proceeds will help fund the financial aid fund of St.
John Lutheran School.
We are currently collecting the following items:

Cell Phones Laptop Computers Inkjet Cartridges MP3 Players
Digital Cameras Digital Video Cameras Handheld Game Systems  GPS Devices
Radar Detectors Electronic Book Readers  Gold, Silver & Platinum Jewelry

Please drop off any items you would like to recycle in either the church or school office. They will be
gathered each day and placed in storage in the development office before being shipped, free of charge to the
Recycling Fundraiser Center in Dallas, Texas.

Submitted by: Richard L. Rath, Director of Development
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Kids Worship Level 1 & 2

Our “Kids Worship” Ministry meets weekly after a brief lesson in the Sanctuary by Pastor Lineberger.
This month in Level 1, the children will be learning about the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ. Feel free to join
the children in the Kids Worship building as they learn about Gods word in an early childhood setting. For
more information about the program or to find out how you can get involved, please contact Jim and Beth Cato
at 362-8607.

If you are between the ages of 7-11, you are encouraged to join us for the lessons and activities cen-
tered around the birth of Our Lord and Savior, Jesus this month. For more information about our Level 2 Kids
Worship, or to find out how you can get involved, please contact Gary and Melissa Koltz at 291-2511.

We are now in the first month of 2010. It's never too late to decide how you want to start this Year off and what
kind of impact you want to make. As you think of ways to make a difference, consider spending more time with a child
will both enrich your life and provide love and meaning to their life. As a parent, grandparent, teacher, coach, Sunday
school teacher or mentor, we see immediate rewards when we invest more time in a child’s life. It's probably the great-
est confidence builder that we can give a child and it says “I love you” greater than any other action.

With this thought in mind, our entire St. John youth effort needs more people to step up to help in many areas to
build and expand the opportunities for all of our youth including KIDS WORSHIP, KIDS BIBLE FELLOWSHIP, and middle
and high school youth. We need people to organize and lead regular planned fellowship activities as well. As children
thrive on being loved at home, they need to be loved and feel they are a part of our St. John family as they grow in their
faith and relationship to our SAVIOR. We frequently hear the statistics of how we are losing our older youth to the secular
world. This is frightening ! It is not just happening somewhere else, it is happening right here.

Prayerfully consider becoming a part of our youth ministry. Talk to a church leader about the possibilities and
where you could fit in. We ¢ an make a difference right here at St. John Lutheran Church. Thank you for supporting
KIDS BIBLE FELLOWSHIP as we try to touch them in a special way - one child at a time.

A Little Christian Humor

Jesus and Satan were having an on-going argument about who was better on the computer. They had been
going at it for days, and frankly God was tired of hearing all the bickering.

Finally fed up, God said, 'THAT'S IT! | have had enough. | am going to set up a test that will run for two
hours, and from those results, | will judge who does the better job.'

So Satan and Jesus sat down at the keyboards and typed away.

They moused.

They faxed.

They e-mailed.

They e-mailed with attachments.
They downloaded.

They did spreadsheets!

They wrote reports.

They created labels and cards.
They created charts and graphs.
They did some genealogy reports.
They did every job known to man.
Jesus worked with heavenly efficiency and Satan was faster than h_|LI.

Then, ten minutes before their time was up, lightning suddenly flashed across the sky, thunder rolled, rain
poured, and, of course, the power went off.

Satan stared at his blank screen and screamed every curse word known in the underworld.

Jesus just sighed.

Finally the electricity came back on, and each of them restarted their computers. Satan started searching
frantically, screaming: 'lt's gone! It's all GONE! 'l lost everything when the power went out!'

Meanwhile, Jesus quietly started printing out all of his files from the past two hours of work.

Satan observed this and became irate. 'Wait!' he screamed. That's not fair! He cheated! How come he has
all his work and | don't have any?'

God just shrugged and said, JESUS SAVES....
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The Saint John Courierfi  St. John Lutheran Church & School of Ocala, Florida, Inc. Non-Profit
1915 SE Lake Weir Ave, Ocala, FL 34471 Sr gag’z"f’ on
'Shepherding Individuals into the Family of Christ where each will embrace the Spirit of our Risen Lord, Bl OIS age
and grow into the fullness of Christ through Word and Sacrament, fellowship, education and service.’ Paid
Permit No. 15
Ocala, Florida
Church Phone: 352-629-1794 34478
School Phone: 352-622-7275 RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Fax: 352-622-5564

Church Office Hours:
Monday — Friday
7:30 am to 4:00 pm
www.stjohnocala.org
churchoffice2@stjohnocala.org

Rev. Richard W. Lineberger - Senior Pastor

Andrea Fischer—School Director

Jim Webb—Church Growth & Assimilation Director

Christina Asleson- Music Director
“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose!” (Romans 8:28)
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Monthly News-Letter deadline is 4:00 pm on the 15th of
each month in the church office. Please submit all articles
in WORD DOCUMENT FORMAT on a 3.5“ Disc, CD, E-mail or
media stick along with a printed copy.

Prayer Needs:

Serving in the Military: Steven Jones [M/M Koch’s son, National
Guard @ home]; Robert Capazzi [Patti Kull-Hertz’s son @ Ft. Hood,
Texas]; Jason Vaughn [M/M Don Asleson’s grandson @ Iraq];

Special needs: Griffin Anderson [M/M Buckner’s grandson], Beth
Biggers, Kylie Collins [Don Kaufman’s granddaughter], Richard Johns-
ton [M/M Behrmann’s son], John Landon Capazzi [Patty Kull Hertz's
grandson], Madison Pearsall [M/M Taylor's granddaughter], Anne
Marie Singh,

Pray for Shut-ins: Hildegard Heger @ LifeCare; Marion Birkhimer @
home now, J.J. Adcock; Dolly Kisler, Carol Maurer, Gladys Weinspach
[at their respective homes]; Art Magamoll and Paul Behrmann [Ocala
Health & Rehab]; Lavonne Behrman, Larry Manthey & Hank & Pauline
Evans; Reba Magamoll [@ Chambrel], Adrian Howell [Superior House],
Walter Weiss [Marion House], Ann Smith [Emeritis of Ocala], Marion
Walker @ The Windsor;

Prayer Vigil:

We will be holding our monthly Prayer Vigil in the Sanctuary on Wednesday, February 3rd. Please stop by and
help us lift up to the Lord the needs we and others have here at St. John. This month we pray for the members and
mission of our sister congregation First Lutheran Church, Inverness, FL.




