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Guiding Principles for Worship Practices: 
Taken from ―This We Believe,‖ an official publication of the  

Lutheran Church -Missouri Synod on doctrine and practice: 

 The Constitution of the LCMS lists the following principles in relation to worship in the Synod:  

 Article III Objectives - ''The Synod, under scripture and the Lutheran confessions, shall ... 

7.  Encourage congregations to strive for uniformity in church practice, but also develop an apprecia-

tion of a variety of responsible practices and customs which are in harmony with our common pro-

fession of faith.‖ 

 Article VI Conditions of Membership – ―Conditions for acquiring and holding membership in the Synod 

are the following ... 

4.  Exclusive use of doctrinally pure agenda, hymnbooks, and catechisms in church and school.‖  

 The Synod has encouraged its congregations (1992 Res. 2-02) to give their ''worship life...the highest 

priority'' and has urged that ''all worship (liturgies, sermons, songs, prayers, etc.) conducted within the 

Synod...'' 

1.  be Christ-centered and not human-centered;  

2.  distinguish properly between Law and Gospel;  

3.  emphasize the Gospel of Christ's forgiveness; and  

4.  be faithful to the Word of God and in harmony with our Lutheran Confessions. 

Resolutions/statements: 

1992 Res. 2-02  ''To Address Worship Needs in the Synod''  

1995 Res. 2-06  ―To Address Concerns Relating to Congregational Worship''  

2004 Res. 2-04  ―To Affirm Responsible Use of Freedom in Worship''  

2007 Res. 2-01  ―To Foster Greater Understanding of Worship through conferences‖ 

2007 Res. 2-02A  ―To Provide Guidance and Direction for Use of Diverse/contemporary Worship 

Resources'' 

Comments: 

 The first three resolutions listed above refer to Objective 7 of Article III in the Constitution of the 

Synod. The latter two resolutions call for further study, discussion, and guidance regarding the use and de-

velopment of diverse worship resources and practices that are consistent with our common profession of 

faith.‖  

  On May 5, 1999, the Commission on Constitutional Matters o‘pined that the constitution does 

not require hymnals adopted by the LCMS in convention to ―be the only hymnals used in worship services of 

LCMS congregations,‖ writing:  

The Constitution and Bylaws of the Synod do not require that The Lutheran Hymnal and Lutheran Wor-

ship be the only hymnals used in worship services of LCMS congregations... It is also clear from the 

Constitution and Bylaws of the Synod, however, that great care must be taken in the selection and 

use of worship materials in LCMS congregations.  Article VI, 4, stipulates that one condition for acquir-

ing and holding membership in the Synod is the ''exclusive use of doctrinally pure agenda, hymn-

books, and catechisms in church and school.‖ making it the responsibility of every church worker and 

congregation to carefully review the doctrinal content of all worship materials before their public use. 

 On September 22, 2009, the Council of Presidents (COP) of the Synod unanimously approved a docu-

ment titled, ―Theses on Worship.‖  This document, based on and supported solely by scriptural and confes-

sional referencing was produced by the COP for study throughout the Synod and to foster God-pleasing har-

mony in the Synod with respect to matters of worship.  ―Theses on Worship‖ is available on the LCMS Web 

site. 
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JESUS, ‗ultimate downward mobility‘ 

Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ 

Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not con-

sider equality with God something to be grasped, 

but made Himself nothing, taking the very nature 

of a servant, being made in human likeness and 

being found in appearance as a man, He hum-

bled Himself and became obedient to death - 

even death on a cross!   Philippians 2:5-8  

When a commander gave his charge to his 

troops just before battle, it was not unusual for him 

to cite the exploits of a past hero.  He would remind 

his people of a brave soldier who had given every-

thing - perhaps his own life - in order to win the bat-

tle.  Nothing motivated men better than the model of 

a great soldier. 

Perhaps this is why Paul turned his attention 

to Jesus.  Asking the Philippians to climb a notch 

higher in their life together, Paul appealed to the 

greatest of all generous givers: Jesus himself. 

Here is the perfect picture being very wealth 

as the Prince of heaven.  But He did not hold on to 

what was rightfully His; He relinquished it.  Then, hav-

ing surrendered His privileges, He actually descended 

from His privileged position in the Godhead to be-

come not just a man but a slave.   And died not the 

death of a normal slave but that of a criminal, sacri-

ficed on the cross.  From the highest of the high to 

the lowest of the low.  Some have called this ultimate 

downward mobility. 

Who of us could ever attain this? Yet here we 

have the perfect picture to what the generous giver is 

called to - a life of giving that has Christ as its model.  

But that is not the end.  For Paul shifted the picture 

back to the Heavenly Father.  Therefore, God exalted 

Him (back) to the highest place.  This is the resurrec-

tion and the exaltation due to Jesus when He as-

cended into heaven.  There He has been given the 

name above every name.  And this one who became 

a slave and a sacrifice becomes the one before 

whom all nations bow.  He is the one who is ulti-

mately designated Lord of all. 

From the highest to the lowest and back to 

the highest.   It is the reminder of what great sacrifice 

there is in generous giving.  And it is the promise that 

the generous giver is never lost from the sight of God.  

That which is given away is but a small pittance com-

pared to that which will be fully gained when we 

stand before God and hear Him say to His troops, 

―well done!'   

 

Jesus knew that the Father had put all things un-

der His power, and that He had come from God 

and was returning to God; so He got up from the 

meal, took off His outer clothing, and wrapped a 

towel around His waist.   After that, He poured 

water into a basin and began to wash His disci-

ples' feet, drying them with the towel that was 

wrapped around Him.   John 13:3-5 

We come to the final hours of the so-called 

Holy Week. Before the night was over, Jesus would be 

- as He had warned - in the hands of angry men who 

did not rest until He had died. 

And yet, there we find Jesus, in a borrowed 

room where He could spend His final hours with His 

friends and disciples.  Judas - just hours from com-

mitting his heinous act -was there.  So were the rest 

of the twelve.  None of them was in touch with the 

ethos of the hour.  Only the Lord ―knew that the time 

to leave this world'' had come. 

It was in these moments of the Passover meal 

that we read, ―(Jesus) now showed them the full ex-

tent of His love.‖    He had seen in them qualities that 

no one else would have seen.  He had stayed with 

them through their failures and betrayals.  He had 

shown patience when they cowered in fear, embar-

rassed themselves in their selfishness, and reverted 

to the worst of human nature in arguing about who 

was the brightest and best.  Love is the only word 

that describes the inclination that the Savior had to-

ward this unruly group.  And now they had shown few 

signs that everything they learned had yet reached 

their hearts.  

The Son of God (read these words slowly and 

carefully) stripped Himself of His clothes, took the 

basin and the towel, and set Himself to washing. 

Aspiring generous giver, take note.  What 

qualifies as an act as truly generous has relatively 

little to do with the amount of money one gives.  Gen-

erous giving begins with the posture of total humility.  

Here we find the Incarnate Prince of Heaven, of 

whom the angels sing, who sits at the right hand of 

Almighty God as Lord of all Creation: on His knees 

before ordinary men, washing the dirt and grime of 

Jerusalem's pathways off their dust-encrusted feet.  

This picture must be riveted into our hearts.  It shows 

us what we must become. 

Who is the most generous person you‘ve 

ever known? 

What impact has he/she had on your life? 

Excerpt from generosity... 
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MINISTRY COUNCIL WORKSHOP 

February 6, 2010 
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 am by 

Bill Reese. Those present were the following 

members of the Ministry Council:  Bill Reese, Eric 

Williams, Sue Dean, Don Kaufman, Mike Wilkin-

son, Mark Asleson, Patty Kull-Hertz, Bob Van 

Hoose and Roger Danielson. 

Ad Hoc members present were:  Drea Fischer. 

Bob Van Hoose opened with Bible Study.  Eric 

Williams will lead Bible study at the next meeting. 

Don informed the Council that the Spiritual 

Life and Worship Commission will meet the sec-

ond Tuesday of the month. 

Patty informed the Council that the Education 

Commissions will meet the second Monday of the 

month. 

Mike informed the Council that the Finance 

Commission will meet the second Thursday of the 

month. 

Mark stated that he will be establishing the 

meeting date for the Physical Properties Commis-

sion. 

Ministry Council members reported that mem-

bers of their commissions have been confirmed.  

Commissioners were asked to provide Don Kauf-

man with the names of the members of their 

commissions. 

Bill Reese announced that Eric Williams will 

Chair the Call Committee for a new Administrator.  

Also, Bill reported the members of the committee 

are:  Kathy Theus, Judy Wright, Dick Rath and 

Sharon Cooper.  The committee will be meeting 

with Mark Brink from the District next week.  Sue 

will contact Perry Brasemann from the Synod re-

garding consultation for school technology. 

Sue volunteered to update the church and 

school policy manuals.  Drea will give the manu-

als to Sue. 

The Council discussed a student referral dis-

count fee.  Mike Wilkinson made a motion that if 

a family is referred to us by a current St. John 

family, which leads to any new enrollments, the 

referring St. John family would receive a $400 

reduction in school tuition for the following school 

year.  The motion is conditioned on the new enrol-

lee remaining at St. John for one school year with 

full payment of tuition and space availability.  Fur-

ther, the St. John referring family must be identi-

fied at the time of enrollment and full-time em-

ployees will not be eligible to participate in the 

program. Eric Williams seconded the motion. Mo-

tion carried. 

Bob Van Hoose made a motion that a new en-

rollment discount of $400 per student would be 

available for students who are not receiving any 

other types of tuition assistance. Payment of this 

discount is subject to space availability and will 

be deducted from the last tuition payment at the 

end of the school year. Eric Williams seconded 

the motion. Motion carried. 

Bill requested the Physical Properties Commis-

sion develop a policy for use of the facility. The 

policy needs to include a user fee schedule. 

It was the consensus of the Council that St. 

John participate in the Ignite Ocala event to be 

held at First Baptist on July 23, 2010. 

Bill stated the Council needs to address the 

tuition fee schedule for staff members.  Currently 

the tuition for staff members is free. This matter 

was referred to the Finance and Administration 

Commission for recommendation. 

Bill asked about the criteria for who works 

with our students.  Is there any expectation that 

our non-called employees attend or participate in 

church activities?  The issue was referred to the 

School Commission. 

The next congregational meeting is set for 

Sunday, February 21, 2010.  The meeting time is 

11:30 am. 

It was the consensus of the Council that we 

need to recognize individuals who do things for 

the school and church.  The Spiritual Life and 

Worship Commission will address the issue. 

Bill recommended the Ministry Council have 

more hands-on involvement in congregational ac-

tivities.  Council members agreed. 

Mike informed the Council that the budget is 

moving in the right direction and the Adams life 

insurance proceeds have been deposited into a 

separate account. 

The next meeting of the Ministry Council is 

2/15/10 at 6:30 pm. 

The meeting closed at 11:30 am with prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Susan E. Dean, Secretary  
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Teacher Recognition Sunday 
 

During the month of March we celebrate Lutheran 

Education week.  We are  richly blessed by our heav-

enly Father  to have a wonderful Christian 

school  that shares the love of our Savior with our 

children every day.  As part of this week we are recog-

nizing our staff and their devotion and dedication to 

their ministries. On Sunday, March 7th at the 9 a.m. 

service we are honoring these teachers and staff for 

their years of service. 

5 years- Linda Allcott, Jim Humphries, Debbie 

Scherschel, Ginny Faw 

10 years- Traci Lausier 

15 years-  Tammy Kana, Stacy Dzelzkahlns 

20 years- Barbara Roberson 

30 years-  Marie Tillis 

Please join us as we praise and thank God for 

these servants who have a heart for Christ and his 

children. 

Grandparent Day 
 

On Thursday, March 4 at 10 a.m. we will be hav-

ing our special musical  program for our Grandpar-

ents and special friends. We would like to take this 

opportunity to invite our congregational members to 

attend this event. We would love to have you join us 

as we honor our Grandparents and special friends.     

 

Thank you for continuing to keep St. John Lu-

theran School‘s students and staff in your daily 

prayers.  Together as both church and school we love 

the Lord with all our heart and soul and mind. 

 

Submitted by Andrea Fischer 

News  from  North  marioN  miNistries………… 

 

“Always be prepared to make a defense to any one who calls  

you to account for the hope that is in you; yet do it with kindness and reverence.  ---I Peter 3: 15 
 

 Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank you!  The food you have provided, the used clothing, and the financial 

gifts have made such a difference in the lives of citizens in North Marion.  When a family in Citra’s entire house-

hold belongings burned, many of you came forward to share furniture and household items.  These little girls 

had clothes, beds, and furniture because of you—because of Christ in you!  We are helping this family in ongo-

ing ways as the grandfather looks for work and the mom strives to settle her children into a new school term.   

 

 We have stepped out in faith to serve the Lord full-time here in our own county striving to meet the vari-

ous needs of the children and families who struggle.  Rent and utility assistance, food, and more importantly 

prayers and the Good News of Jesus are available because of your support.  North Marion Ministries provides 

transportation to medical appointment, and for personal errands.  Calls and visits to our ministry center are in-

creasing.  The number of households who are one paycheck away from being homeless are increasing as jobs 

disappear.  The aching hearts who need to hear the name of Jesus and come to feel His love and saving grace are 

beyond count!  “The fields are indeed white for harvest” and we pray to daily serve those that the Lord sends us. 

 

 Next time you bring some non-perishable foods to church or clean out your closets-think of North Marion 

Ministries and say a prayer for the harvest in our own county.  If you feel prayerfully led;  make a financial gift--

-all donations are tax deductible.  North Marion Ministries is an arm of St. John Lutheran Church’s outreach to 

those who need the Lord and need help.  Only through your kindness and gifts, can we continue to operate.  God 

bless you.    

 

In Christ,  

Howard and Debby Heath  (352-591-3695) nmarionmin@gmail.com 



Volume 65  - Issue 3 Page 5 

―40 D40 D40 DAYSAYSAYS   FFFOROROR   LLLIFEIFEIFE‖ 2010 spring campaign! 

Ocala is part of the 160 cities preparing for ―40 Days for Life‖ campaign this spring! 

   

YOU YOU YOU CANCANCAN   HELPHELPHELP   SAVESAVESAVE   LIVESLIVESLIVES!!!   

 JOIN US from February 17 - March 28 to pray and bear witness to the sanctity of human life: your own, 

ours, the aged, the infirm, and, certainly, the most vulnerable of all, the unborn growing in their mothers' 

wombs . . . every human life.  If we who believe this don't act on our convictions, who will?  Whom shall He 

send? 

 The ―40 Days For Life‖ campaign is made up of three key components: 

40 days of INDIVIDUALINDIVIDUALINDIVIDUAL   PRAYER AND FASTINGPRAYER AND FASTINGPRAYER AND FASTING  (all sacrifices, e.g. less food, less TV or other activities 

of interest; more spiritual or corporal works of mercy, etc.).  

40 days of PEACEFUL PRAYER VIGILPEACEFUL PRAYER VIGILPEACEFUL PRAYER VIGIL outside the abortion facility. 

40 days of COMMUNITY OUTREACHCOMMUNITY OUTREACHCOMMUNITY OUTREACH. 

 We are praying that with God's help, this groundbreaking effort will mark the beginning of the end of 

abortion in our city . . . and throughout America and the entire world.  

TTTAKEAKEAKE   AAA   STANDSTANDSTAND   FORFORFOR   LIFELIFELIFE! 

 While all aspects of 40 Days for Life are crucial in our effort to end abortion, the most visible compo-

nent is the PEACEFUL PRAYER VIGILPEACEFUL PRAYER VIGILPEACEFUL PRAYER VIGIL outside the local abortion facility.  You can help make a life-saving impact 

by joining our local vigil at: 

Ocala Women's Center 

108 NW Pine Avenue 

Ocala, Florida 34475 

(the abortion facility in the second block north of Silver Springs Blvd. on west side of Pine Ave.) 

  To learn more, sign up for specific vigil hours, or let us know how you feel called to serve God in 

this effort, please contact the local 40 Days for Life leadership team: 

Sam Rodriguez, Jr., Campaign Director                   samgie@cox.net   

Jorja Greig, Church Coordinator    jdarabians@earthlink.net                           

Fred Herbert, Vigil Coordinator                                horsecntry@aol.com      

 We encourage you to visit the website to discover all the details of this outstanding ministry to demon-

strate to our community the truth of God‘s Word about abortion! 

www.40daysforlife.com/ocala 

Submitted by Jim Webb 

   

We're gearing up for the largest spring 40 Days for Life 

campaign yet!   

The dates & times for the campaign are: 

February 17th - March 28th [7:00 am to 7:00 pm] 

There will be teams in 160 cities from coast to coast in 

the United States – as well as locations in Canada, 

Australia and Northern Ireland who will participate in 

this mission.  

http://www.40daysforlife.com/ocala
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Schedule of Volunteers:  

NOTE: Please, call the church office to 

update your special dates (629-1794). 

The Saint John Courier 

March Birthdays! 
Day  Names  

 2 Mrs. Joyce Goheen 

 3 Mr. Nicholas Scherschel 

 4 Mrs. Robin Gray 

 4 Mrs. Melissa Koltz 

 5 Mrs. Georgene Gordon 

 6 Mrs. Sherrill Danielson 

 8 Lailah Eary 

 8 Mrs. Ann Putansu 

 8 Mr. Edward Todd 

 9 Mr. Evan Page 

10 Mrs. Margaret Haynes 

13 Marshall Asleson 

14 Miss Elizabeth Mennicke 

14 Mrs. Michelle Wise 

14 Mr. Donald Harr 

14 Miss Enhid Faye Pitas 

16 Mr. Wilbert Chynoweth Jr. 

17 Mrs. Nancy Tomich 

18 Mr. Gerald Billmeier 

18 Mrs. Susan Ross 

21 Mrs. Sharon Reedy 

21 Mr. David Wise 

22 Mrs. Carletta Lineberger 

23 Dylan Lineberger 

23 Mrs. Tammy Griffin 

25 Mr. Robert Fischer 

26 Mr. George Sinclair 

26 Miss Patricia Lieske-Gibson 

27 Mr. William Krog 

27 Grace Koltz 

29 Mrs. Susan Hough 

29 Mr. Randan Pitas 

29 Laine Grosvenor 

30 Mrs. Sharon Chynoweth 

30 Mr. Michael Wilkinson 

 March Anniversaries! 
 Day  Names 

 1 Mr./Mrs. Art Magamoll 

 4 Mr./Mrs. Donald Asleson Sr. 

12 Mr./Mrs. Byrd Wilcox Jr. 

15 Mr./Mrs. Paul Henrich 

18 Mr./Mrs. Ronald Nealis 

Henry Alberts 854-5507 Chris Reese 236-0847 

Brett Higginbotham 351-3320 Jeff Reines 622-7092 

Don Kaufman 624-3728 David Singh 502-2929 

Gary Koltz 291-2511 Ed Todd 629-5434 

Steve Mennicke  690-1623 John Westol 629-5769 

Bill Reese 732-4129  President 

Eric Williams 622-8013  Vice President 

Sue Dean 351-9656  Secretary 

Mike Wilkinson 694-1231 Treasurer 

Don Kaufman 624-3728 Comm.-SL/Worship 

Mark Asleson 624-0372  Comm.-Phy. Properties 

Patty Kull-Hertz 489-0957  Comm.-Christ Ed. 

Roger Danielson 591-2299  Comm.– At Large 

Bob Van Hoose 368-2417 Comm.– At Large 

 USHERS @ 6:00 pm 

3/06 Don & Lee Moreland 

3/13 Bill Krog & Fran Spaeth 

3/20 Mike & Lynn Tomich 

3/27 Jeff & Pat Sauey 

  

 USHERS @ 9:00 am 

3/07 Ivon & Evan Page, 
A.J. Singh & Nick Scherschel 

3/14 Eric, Eric IV, & Brenda Williams 
Tim Schmidt 

3/21 Stan & Debbie Taylor, 
Doug & Kris Strouse 

3/28 Dick & Phil Rath, 
Ray & Shelby Putansu 

  

DATE Saturday Nursery 6:00 pm  
& 7:00 pm Lenten Services 

3/03 Brenda Williams 

3/06 Lee Saputo 

3/10 Ellen Todd 

3/13 Phyllis Wall 

3/17 Sally Thompson 

3/20 Cynthia Competiello 

3/24 Shirley Webb 

3/27 Tammy Kana 

 Sunday Nursery: 9:00 am 

3/07 Kelly Cutich 

3/14 Ginny Faw 

3/21 Elizabeth Fye 

3/28 Betty Haskins 

  

 Sunday Nursery: 10:15 am 

3/07 Carol Davis-Wantz 

3/14 Lauren Faw 

3/21 Greta Gieske 

3/28 Sheri & Brittany Higginbotham 

  

     Altar Guild team: 
Dianne Wakeland 

Janice Martin 

Becky Reines 

Projectionist & Sound Tech 

Jared Weiss 

Kirby Van Hoose 

Officers & Commissioners: 

Thank you all! 

―My heart overflows with grati-

tude to Pastor Lineberger and 

my St. John family for the kind-

ness and concern during Henri-

etta‘s illness and after her death.  

Thanks so much for the visits, 

cards, and phone calls.  We es-

pecially enjoyed Christy bringing 

members of the choir before 

Christmas to sing carols.  While 

I‘m sad at losing my sister, I‘m 

rejoicing that she is now  with 

the Lord and someday I‘ll see 

her again. 

God Bless you,  

Joyce Anthony 
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Sunday: 
Bill Reese‘s class is studying the book of ―Acts‖ in 
the Conference room of the Family Life Center—
Conference room.  
Randy Priem‘s class is studying Luther‘s Large 
Catechism— High School Rm. 6. 
Steve & Sally Mennicke‘s class continues the 
VIDEO series by Dr. Paul Maier on The Journeys of 
St. Paul in High School Rm. 5 
Jim Webb: began a new Adult Information Class in 
High School Rm. 11 on January 31st.  It is offered 
to all guests, visitors, school families, members 
and anyone interested in becoming a member of 
the Lutheran Church. 

Bob Van Hoose: presents a new series: ―Let‘s 
Walk‖, held in the Sanctuary.  

 
Monday: 

Pastor Lineberger continues a study of the Gospel 
of John; in the COC-Rm. 24 from 11:00 - 12:00 
noon. 

Tuesday: 
Bill Reese leads a Promise Keepers Bible study 
titled ‗One Month to Live‘ in the Family Life Cen-
ter—Conference room 6:30—7:30 am.  All men are 
invited to attend . 

Wednesday: 
Bill Reese leads an Adult Bible Class on the 
‗Gospel of John‘ off-campus each Wednesday 
morning 6:30—7:30 am. Contact Bill at 732-4129. 
Liz Weiss leads the W-4 Study and Exercise group 
at 4:30 pm behind the Gym and in the COC, Rm. 
24. 

Please make plans now to attend the upcoming 

―Wednesday Nite Out‖ a time for fellowship, and 

evening meal, and the opportunity to grow spiritu-

ally in the study and discussion of God‘s Word.  

Each Wednesday, evening begins with: 

A dinner being served in the Family Life Center 

from 6:00 pm till 6:30 pm.   

Gathering at 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary for MID-

WEEK LENTEN SERVICE.  
Thursday: 

Jim Webb & Pastor Lineberger continue the EE 
Outreach Training visits from 6:30 — 8:30 pm. 
This course will equip you to effectively share your 
personal faith with anyone.   

Saturday: 
Fran Spaeth is leading the Saturday evening ABC 
study of ―The New Testament‖ from 5:00 — 5:50 
pm in the COC.  Attending this Bible class is an 
excellent way to prepare yourself for the Saturday 
evening worship.       

Please select a course of study and join us as we 
explore God‘s plan for our lives.                  Jim Webb 

 

 PIZZA  ANYONE? 
Help support our school while filling your 

tummy by taking part in the monthly St. John St. John 

Pizza Hut Fundraiser Night.Pizza Hut Fundraiser Night. 

March‘s date is Tuesday, the 9th  ONLY at the ONLY at the 

Pizza Hut located at 2327 S. Pine Street.Pizza Hut located at 2327 S. Pine Street.  You 

can call ahead for your order @ 622-3714 or 

even order online @ www.pizzahut.com and  

choose what time you would like to dine in or 

carry out. 

 Please use a coupon when you pick up your 

pizza.  Extra coupons will be available in the Nar-

thex the Sunday before the 9th; as well as on our 

website: www.stjohnocala.org.    

Thank you for supporting St. John. 
Submitted by Deb Scherschel 

Small Group Leaders 

Needed For 

40 Day R12 Campaign 
 St John has scheduled ―True Spirituality‖-

another outstanding 40 day spiritual growth cam-

paign for April 18 through May 23.  This life changing 

Romans 12 Bible Study by Chip Ingram promises to 

be every bit as successful as last year‘s ―40 Days of 

Community‖ campaign during which 130 of our mem-

bers participated in 13 small groups.  This study is all  

about what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ 

and will help all who participate to grow in spiritual 

maturity. 

 The 40 day campaign will start with another 

―Preacher Man‘s‖ Barbecue on April 18th for all small 

group participants. 

 Recruitment of group leaders will begin March 

14th.  Study Books and Videos of each lesson will be 

supplied. The leaders may choose to host their 

groups in their homes at a convenient time, or on 

Wednesday evenings as part of our popular Wednes-

day Night Out—Bible Study offerings. 

 Anyone interested in leading a small group 

should contact Bob Van Hoose at 368-2417 or rovan-

hoose@stjohnocala.org. 
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We have been presented with an incredible 
opportunity to share God‘s Love in the mission fields of 
Nicaragua.  Recently, Jan Wendorf, president of the 
Lutheran Women‘s Missionary League, challenged each 
district to take part in a mission trip.  The FL-GA LWML 
district has picked up the challenge and is sponsoring a 

trip to Chinandega, Nicaragua in conjunction with MOST 
Ministries. 

MOST Ministries is founded in its relationship with 
Jesus Christ, and its adherence to the Scriptures.  MOST 
Ministries looks for guidance in fulfilling its mission from 
the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod and its confessions.  
MOST Ministries believes that the work of foreign 
missions must be a direct response to the requests and 
needs of the mission field. 

Currently, four St. John members have felt called to 
join the FL-GA LWML Team Nicaragua.  They are Ruth 
Westol, Shelby Putansu, Kristen Wilkinson and Carol 
Alberts.  The trip is scheduled for June 25 – July 3, 
2010.  We will be participating in a women‘s ministry 
that uses women from the Bible to teach the women of 
Lutheran mission churches.  We will also be giving 
health and hygiene lessons using puppets for the many 
children that come with their mothers to the Bible 
studies. 

In the next couple of months there will be 
opportunities for the members of St. John to participate 
in this trip through financial support if you feel so led, 
and most especially prayer.  

SUBMITTED BY KRISTEN WILKINSON 

Lutheran Women‘s Missionary League 
 By now you have heard about FL-GA LWML‘s mission trip to 
Nicaragua…and that Shelby Putansu, Ruth Westol, Kristen 
Wilkinson and myself are stepping out of our comfort zones 
onto the foreign mission field to be a part of the team.  We 
are really excited about our mission and ask that you pray 
for us as we prepare for this trip….and of course while we 
are there, too.  We have a lot to do to prepare – bible stud-
ies for the women, health and hygiene lessons for their 
kids, puppet evangelism for the kids, as well as crafts for 
mothers and kids.  

The mission effort of the LWML continues by the gen-
erous funding of mites (small coins, dollar bills and checks) 
collected so faithfully by the individual societies in the 
churches.  Our LWML at St. John is very mission-minded.  It 
is truly amazing how the change we collect turns into dol-
lars to help fund grants in the FL-GA District, as well as the 
national level.  Join us on Monday, March 8 at either 12:30 
or 6:30 in the COC for bible study and fellowship. To read 
more about our activities, we invite you to visit our FL-GA 
website: www.flgalwml.com or the national website: 
www.lwml.org.   

Here is Mission Grant Story you may enjoy: 
Lutheran Braille Workers  

English Braille Bibles  
Africa - $100,000  

In the United States, Lutheran Braille Workers is the 
only faith-based organization that produces Braille Bibles 
for the continent of Africa.  

There are seven million blind people in Africa, most of 
them Muslims or of tribal religions. Many of the blind peo-
ple do not know Jesus as Savior and do not have a way to 
receive a Bible except through Lutheran Braille Workers.  

Recently, representatives of Lutheran Braille Workers 
attending a conference in Africa met a young boy named 

Bobo who is blind. The representatives promised Bobo that 
on the last day of the conference, he would be given the 
Gospel of Luke in English Braille. Among the large crowd 
that last day, LBW representatives found him and gave him 
the Gospel. They witnessed such joy and exuberance as the 
boy hugged his treasure, jumping up and down. Bobo gave 
us an example of the joy one feels in receiving God‘s Word!  

Lutheran Braille Workers currently has orders for 
86,025 volumes of either the International Children‘s Bible 
(Grade 1 in English Braille) or the New International Version 
Bible (Grade 2 in English Braille) for Africa. More than 
5,000 Lutheran Braille Worker volunteers produce the Bi-
bles, but they remain dependent on gifts and grants to offer 
them to blind people free upon request.  

This LWML grant will provide funds to produce 
13,700 English Braille Bibles for the students in schools in 
Africa, 90% of whom are Muslim. Our LWML prayers attend 
this project, trusting that blind people in Africa will come to 
faith through God‘s Word and become ablaze in winning 
souls for Christ. 

 Did you know this about the Lutheran Laymen‘s 
League???? 

 In 1917, a group of 12 men attending a convention 
of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod in Milwaukee met 
to settle a $100,000 debt incurred by the church body. 
They accomplished that goal, and in the process formed the 
Lutheran Laymen's League (LLL). The LLL next raised more 
than $2.7 million to fund a pension plan for professional 
church workers. The rest is history as the saying goes.  St. 
John‘s LLL has been a vital part of our church for 50 years.  
You are invited to join us for our dinner meeting on March 
4th at 6:30 in the FAB.  Help us continue the mission.   

 
Submitted by Carol & Henry Alberts 
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 Congregations and/or individuals who want 
to make a donation to benefit victims of the recent 
earthquake in Haiti may either send a check or use 
our online payment option.  The funds will be dis-
tributed through ―Mission Haiti.‖ 
 For online donations, click the link to our 
online payment site.  Enter the amount of your do-
nation in the line for "Other Donations"  and in the 
explanation box, please type, Haiti Earthquake. 

http://www.flga-lcms.org/ 
 Donations can also be made via check pay-
able to: 

     Florida-Georgia District, LCMS 
     7207 Monetary Drive 
     Orlando, FL  32809 
     Earmark:  Haiti Earthquake 

  
 ―MISSION: HAITI‖ was formed more than 10 
years ago within the Fl-GA District to assist the mis-
sion and ministry efforts of the Lutheran Church in 
Haiti.  Initially ―MISSION: HAITI‖ supported the ef-
forts in Haiti financially and sent mission 
teams primarily for teacher education and provided 
lunch programs within the Lutheran schools in 
Haiti. We also helped raise funds for self-
sufficiency projects. 
 After the hurricanes and mudslides in 2008 
we felt the need to help in very tangible ways with 
disaster relief.  Partnering with Cross International 
of Boca Raton, FL as well as the FL-GA District, 
―MISSION: HAITI‖ sent 3 containers of food, cloth-
ing, water and other relief supplies valued at more 
than $600,000. 
 In addition 2 medical teams of EMT's and 

nurses were sent to assist with the medical issues.  
During those two trips in Oct. of 2008 and Jan. of 
2009 more than 2,000 people were treated for 
everything from dehydration and cuts and bruises 
to malaria, worms, malnutrition and burns.  The life 
of one 3 day old orphan was saved by the efforts of 
the Oct. team. 
 Once again ―MISSION: HAITI‖ would like to 
help respond to the terrible human suffering in 
Haiti.  In partnership with LCMS World Relief and 
Human Care, the FL- GA District and Cross Interna-
tional, we will be sponsoring 2, 40 ft. containers to 
be shipped as soon as possible filled with relief 
supplies.  
 The two collection points are: 

     Gloria Dei Lutheran Church  
     7601 SW 39th St. 
     Davie, FL 33328     

 or  
     St. Paul Lutheran Church 
     801 West Palmetto Park Rd.  
     Boca Raton, FL  33486. 

  
 We are collecting the following relief items:  

Bottled water, canned food with pop tops, pea-
nut butter, rice, beans, dishwashing liq-
uid, bedsheets, shovels, buckets, antibacterial 
ointment, band aids, washcloths, soap, 
good clean used clothing IF IT IS BOXED AND 
LABELED (ie; women's clothing, children's cloth-
ing etc).   

 For more information please visit the web-
site or you can call the church office @ 629-1794. 

HAITI RELIEF: 

NEW RECYCLING FUNDRANEW RECYCLING FUNDRANEW RECYCLING FUNDRAISERISERISER   

Help Our School—Protect the Environment—Donate Your Used Electronics and Jewelry 

 St. John Lutheran Church and School is conducting a greatly expanded recycling fundraiser.  There‘s 

nothing to buy.  We are simply asking you to protect the environment by donating your used consumer elec-

tronics and unwanted, broken or mismatched jewelry.  Your used item(s) may be tax deductible and will be re-

cycled in accordance with EPA regulations.  100% of the proceeds will help fund the financial aid fund of St. 

John Lutheran School. 

 We are currently collecting  the following items: 

 Cell Phones     Laptop Computers   Inkjet Cartridges    MP3 Players 

   Digital Cameras   Digital Video Cameras  Handheld Game Systems  GPS Devices 

   Radar Detectors   Electronic Book Readers  Gold, Silver & Platinum Jewelry 

 Please drop off any items you would like to recycle in either the church or school office.  They will be 

gathered each day and placed in storage in the development office before being shipped, free of charge to the 

Recycling Fundraiser Center in Dallas, Texas. 

  

Submitted by: Richard L. Rath, Director of Development 
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Kids Worship Level 1 & 2 

 Our ―Kids Worship‖ Ministry meets weekly after a brief lesson in the Sanctuary by Pastor Lineberger. 

This month in Level 1, the children will be learning about the suffering of our Savior Jesus Christ.  Feel free to 

join the children in the Kids Worship building as they learn about Gods word in an early childhood setting. For 

more information about the program or to find out how you can get involved, please contact Jim and Beth Cato 

at 362-8607. 

  

 If you are between the ages of 7–11, you are encouraged to join us for the lessons and activities cen-

tered around the passion of Our Lord and Savior, Jesus this month.  For more information about our Level 2 

Kids Worship, or to find out how you can get involved, please contact Gary and Melissa Koltz at 291-2511. 

Youth Ministry: 

MARCH KBF NEWS 

―BUILDING KIDS THAT LAST‖ 

(EXCERPTS FROM GOSPEL LIGHT MINISTRIES)   

Recently, the Barna Group polling survey recently re-

leased a survey that actually demonstrates that 65% 

of those raised protestant, who regularly attended 

Sunday School are still in their childhood faith.  In 

July, 2009, the Barna group showed that 78% of 

adults, still active in their faith, recall attending Sun-

day School at least 2-3 times per month.   

While it is true that some people leave the church 

and their faith, lets be encouraged by the fact that 

the vast majority of those who attended worship ser-

vices and Sunday School regularly, as children, re-

main actively in their faith.  They have had their 

hearts imprinted with the WORD OF GOD.   

God promised that the faithful teaching of HIS 

Inspired Word of God will result in lives that trans-

formed into living words for the world.  We are keep-

ers of the faith for this and future generations by in-

vesting our lives in children – children who will, in 

turn, become those who replace us and champion 

the next generation. 

Our St. John KIDS BIBLE FELLOWSHIP remains 

strongly committed to consistent, age-appropriate 

and trustworthy Bible truths and leading kids to Je-

sus.  It is our goal here at St. John to continue to 

make a difference.  We are committed to build KIDS 

WHO LAST.  When combined with active faith at 

home, we are building a solid foundation for chil-

dren‘s lives in JESUS.  And kids built on JESUS  are 

kids WHO WILL LAST.  To GOD be the Glory !! 

KBF will be focusing these next few weeks on our 

Lenten season and traditions.  We encourage our St. 

John parents to be a part of our Lenten Services with 

your children.  We are continuing our Wednesday 

Family Nite Out with a light dinner served at 6pm fol-

lowed by our Lenten Service at 7pm.  Please con-

sider being a part of this fellowship experience as we 

Praise Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Bill Howson  --  KBF 

 

HELP! 

 The Church and School facilities department 

needs your help in several areas, One being land-

scape maintenance, raking, weeding, trimming etc. 

(immediate need). The second area would be miscel-

laneous painting projects immediate and this sum-

mer. The third need various construction / remodel-

ing projects during the school‘s summer break. 

 If you are able / interested please contact 

Stan Taylor Property Manager @ school 622-7275, 

cell 209-9900 or sttaylor@stjohnocala.org. 

Bible Study Humor 
LOT'S WIFE: 

        The Sunday School teacher was describing how Lot's 

wife looked back and turned into a pillar of salt, when little 

Jason interrupted, 'My Mommy looked back once while she 

was driving,' he announced triumphantly, 'and she turned 

into a telephone pole!' 

GOOD SAMARITAN: 

            A Sunday school teacher was telling her class the 

story of the Good Samaritan.  She asked the class, 'If you 

saw a person lying on the roadside, all wounded and bleed-

ing, what would you do?'  A thoughtful little girl broke the 

hushed silence, 'I think I'd throw up.' 

DID NOAH FISH? 

             A Sunday school teacher asked, 'Johnny, do you 

think Noah did a lot of fishing when he was on the Ark ? 

''No,' replied Johnny. 'How could he, with just two worms.' 

MOSES AND THE RED SEA: 

        Nine-year-old Joey was asked by his mother what he 

had learned in Sunday School. 'Well, Mom, our teacher told 

us how God sent Moses behind enemy lines on a rescue 

mission to lead the Israelites out of Egypt .  When he got to 

the  Red Sea, he had his army build a pontoon bridge and 

all the people walked across safely.  Then he radioed head-

quarters for reinforcements.  They sent bombers to blow up 

the bridge and all the Israelites were saved.' 

        'Now, Joey, is that really what your teacher taught 

you?' his Mother asked.. 

        'Well, no, Mom.  But, if I told it the way the teacher did, 

you'd never believe it!' 
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1915 SE Lake Weir Ave, Ocala, FL  34471 

   Church Phone: 352-629-1794 

   School Phone: 352-622-7275 

   Fax:                   352-622-5564 

Church Office Hours:  

Monday — Friday 

7:30 am to 4:00 pm 

www.stjohnocala.org 

churchoffice2@stjohnocala.org 

The Saint John Courierñ St. John Lutheran Church & School of Ocala, Florida, Inc. 

 Rev. Richard W. Lineberger – Senior Pastor    

Andrea Fischer—School Director       Jim Webb—Church Growth & Assimilation Director 

    Christina Asleson– Music Director      
 

―And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him ,  who have been  called according to His  purpose!‖ (Romans 8:28) 

'Shepherding Individuals into the Family of Christ where each will embrace the Spirit of our Risen Lord, 

and grow into the fullness of Christ through Word and Sacrament, fellowship, education and service.‘ 
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Prayer Needs: 
Serving in the Military: Steven Jones [M/M Koch‘s son, National 

Guard, deployed]; Robert Capazzi [Patti Kull-Hertz‘s son @ Ft. Hood, 

Texas]; Jason Vaughn [M/M Don Asleson‘s grandson @ Iraq];  

Special needs: Beth Biggers, Kylie Collins [Don Kaufman‘s grand-

daughter], Richard Johnston [M/M Behrmann‘s son], John Landon Ca-

pazzi [Patty Kull Hertz‘s grandson], Madison Pearsall [M/M Taylor‘s 

granddaughter], Anne Marie Singh; Karl, Kayla & Kyle—[Millie Crowder‘s 

grandchildren] 

Pray for Shut-ins: Hildegard Heger @ LifeCare; Marion Birkhimer @ 

home now, J.J. Adcock; Dolly Kisler, Carol Maurer, Gladys Weinspach 

[at their respective homes]; Art Magamoll and Paul Behrmann [Ocala 

Health & Rehab]; Lavonne Behrman, Larry Manthey & Hank & Pauline 

Evans; Reba Magamoll [at Chambrel], Adrian Howell [Superior House], 

Walter Weiss [Marion House], Ann Smith [Emeritis of Ocala], Marion 

Walker [The Windsor];  

Monthly News-Letter deadline is 4:00 pm on the 15th of 

each month in the church office.  Please submit all articles 

in WWWORDORDORD   DDDOCUMENTOCUMENTOCUMENT   FORMATFORMATFORMAT   on a 3.5― Disc, CD, E-mail or 

media stick along with a printed copy. 

Prayer Vigil:  
 We will be holding our monthly Prayer Vigil in the Sanctuary on Wednesday, March 3rd. Please stop by and help 
us lift up to the Lord the needs we and others have here at St. John.  This month we pray for the members and mission 
of our sister congregation First Lutheran Church, Gainesville, FL.  


