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"A Special Visitor"  
 What a joy it will be for our brother in Christ to visit with us April 23rd through April 30th.  

Rev. Mandla Khumalo, who I met at Billy Grahamõs eleven day conference for evangelistõs at 

Amsterdam, The Netherlands, years ago, has been blessed by God in his service to build 

Christõs church.  When I first met  Mandla, his church worshipped eighty eight souls, meeting 

ôoutsideõ for Sunday services.  Over the past twenty three years his church at Middleburg, 

South Africa has become a church body with over twenty congregations and preaching sta-

tions.  Officially incorporated as òSt. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church of South Africa,ó 

where more than 25,000 people are expected to worship on Easter Sunday. 

 Rev. Khumalo visited with us 5 years ago, and many of you remember this energetic 

man of God as he preached in our church, met with the youth in our Christian school and 

touched the hearts of many during his stay with us.  During his visit with us he will: 

preach during our Saturday and Sunday services [April 24-25];  

meet and talk with the youth in our school;  

speak to many in our community on a number of issues as St. John hosts an community-

wide event Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday evenings. 

 Rev. Mandla Khumalo will first visit with St. Peter Lutheran Church, Arlington Heights, IL 

for a week, going there from his home in South Africa, and then visiting with the Michigan 

District President, Rev. David Maier.  He will then be coming here after their visit and then re-

turning home to South Africa when he leaves Ocala. 

 Please keep Mandla in your prayers for travel safety and that many will be blessed by his 

visits here, in Illinois and in Michigan. 
 

Sincerely In Christ, 

 

 

Pastor Rick Lineberger 

Rev. Mandla Khumalo 

Pictured in the center 

at a church confer-

ence with pastors of 

churches planted by 

Rev. Khumalo. 
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     The St. John mission statement will come to life in a very special way during the 40 day òTrue Spiritualityó 

Bible Study by Chip Ingram beginning April 18.  Our Lord is using this dynamic discipleship initiative in thou-

sands of churches and hundreds of thousands of small group Bible Studies throughout the world to help be-

lievers become better disciples of Jesus Christ by understanding Romans 12. 

      In order to involve as many of our òsaintsó (and their friends) as possible St John will organize new small 

home groups, and small church groups on Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings and some of our regular 

Bible Study Classes offering this study for 5 weeks after the inaugural Barbecue and kick off session for all par-

ticipants and their families and friends beginning on Sunday, April 18 at 5:30 pm.  

     The Wednesday evening groups will enjoy their fellowship meal, view the teaching in the Sanctuary and then 

meet as a group for discussion.  The Sunday morning groups will view the teaching in the sanctuary and then 

also break into small groups for discussion. (Child care will be available) 

     Pastor Lineberger will be providing additional insights with sermons keyed to the discipleship topic of 

òembracing the Spirit of Our Risen Lordó on Sunday mornings.  In order to have adequate study materials 

available, all members are urged to prayerfully consider participating in this event, and to register by signing up 

in the narthex on April 4, or by calling the church office at 629-1794, or Bob Van Hoose at 368-2417 before 

April 4. 

     Pastor Lineberger will again be preparing the Barbecue with the state of the art Marion County Sheriffõs De-

partment cooker.  This is open to all who register to participate in this Bible Study.  Reservations are requested 

to assure that we have enough food for all. 
Submitted by Bob Van Hoose 


