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Faith, Culture, and Youth

Much could be said about the age in which we live.
Some describe it as an age of global instability. Others
view things a bit more optimistically, calling it the new era
of global responsibility. Still others characterize it as the
age of information. For the Church and Christianity in the
West, however, one thing is pretty clear. We live in what
many are now calling a post-church or post-Christian era.

The influence and, in many respects, the authority
the Church and classic Christian beliefs once exerted on
individuals and the broader culture has dwindled to the
point of insignificance.

This may seem odd, for national surveys suggest
that the strong majority of Americans—about 76 percent—
identify themselves as Christian. How can it be, then, that
Christianity is on the decline?

Probing the content of our religious beliefs, several
recent studies indicate that, while professing to be Chris-
tian, a majority of Americans maintain beliefs inconsistent
with Christianity. For example, the Pew Forum found that
65 percent of Americans
|l ead to eternal i fe. I Al
cal orientation, over half of these individuals also identi-
fied themselves as Christian.

Nowhere is the erosion of classic Christian beliefs
and values more evident t
The Barna Group recently found, after more than a dec-
ade of research, that very few kids from the mosaic gen-
eration (those born between 1984 and 2002) even have
what one might call a Christian or biblical worldview. Few
believe there are fixed moral truths, the Bible is totally
authoritative, salvation is through faith in Christ, and God
is omniscient and omnipotent.

This and other comparable studies all illustrate an
alarming trend: While younger kids largely assume the
beliefs of their parents, the older they become, the more
inclined they are to embrace ideas at odds with Christian
beliefs. The Barna research even suggests that by their
late teens and early twenties less than 1 percent of youth
actually maintain basic biblical beliefs.

So, what are kids thinking these days? And why are
they thinking the way they do?

A 6 MAP OF THE WORLDS®G

One way to understand the way a person thinks is
to examine their worldview. Worldviews are conceptual
maps that purport to explain the true nature of the uni-
verse and life within it, either by a story or in a set of
propositions. More important, perhaps, they also help one
interpret and explain
God, the world, and other people.

As theoretical as all this sounds, one should not
think that worldviews are irrelevant when discerning how
kids think. It is true that few young people (or adults) can
articulate every aspect of their worldview. But they—like all
people—still think and act in light of it.

one ‘WaatYguCan®O@toStoplt. and r el

One of the most influential worldviews that pre-
dominates youth—and broader American—eulture is post-
modernism. Although it is notoriously difficult to define,
one of its main features is its rejection of any worldview as
the true one. And any worldview or person claiming to
have a corner on the truth is typically viewed with suspi-
cion and cynicism.

Postmodernism has, in many ways, led youth, while
wanting to keep up religious appearances, to think about
God and religion in a unique and ambivalent way. Survey
responses indicate they largely see God as a distant be-
ing. They may acknowledge that He created the universe
in one way or another. He can intervene in human affairs,
and even be reached through prayer. Yet, He mostly re-
mains aloof and disinterested. Also, according to this
worldview, the highest goal in life for humans is happi-
ness. This, along with being nice and kind, is what defines
a moral person. And since morality is found in all religions,
this view puts most if not all religions on an equal footing.

bel i elnteiswayhofaframingraality, yeligioneahdisgritual-n s

ity provigehan asoapee or thexapyt, ferrthe individuali ahds
his quest—a quest, not for truth, but happiness. Jesus may
figure into this worldview; however, He is largely regarded
as a great moral example, or perhaps as a personal spiri-

whose death paid for the sins of humankind. It is pre-
sumed that all moral people will be saved.

Specialists in youth culture from the National Study
of Youth and Religion have labeled this worldview, in the
award-winning Soul Searching: The Religion and Spiritual
Lives of American Teenagers, a s —mor al i
dei sm. | I nt er est i nupdtudy, enta
tled Souls in Transition: The Religious and Spiritual Lives
of Emerging Adults, has found that the views of God and
religion of the youth studied in Soul Searching grow even
more ambivalent and complacent as they get older. What
is most unsettling about this and other comparable stud-
ies is that they indicate many young adults who are am-
biguous and uncommitted to any religious convictions
were at one time during their youth active in church.

ADDRESSING CHALLENGES:
What happened? There is no single discernable
cause. A number of factors have contributed to the de-
cline in Christian beliefs amongst youth. But perhaps the
most startling one is detailed in Britt Beemer and Ken
Ham's Already Gone: Why Your Kids Will Quit Church and
at.i

his study found that many formerly churched
youth and young adults were active in youth group, Bible
study, and worship. Somewhere along the line, though,
their faith was challenged by the claims of evolutionary
science, revisionist history, and various worldly philoso-
phies in the classroom, on the Internet, in their social
circle, and elsewhere. Over time, unequipped for such
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challenges, they grew complacent and, in some cases,
rejected the faith of their childhood.

The studies referred to above were all nationwide
surveys. They do not speak for youth everywhere. Yet,
they are a Cause for Concern, for there are a number of
ideologies competing for young minds. Postmodern indif-
ference toward religion is just one of them.

Analysts also have noticed a rise in an aggressive
and assertive form of atheism. Buddhism, paganism,
and other world religions and philosophies also purport
to offer equally viable spiritual alternatives to Christian-

ity.

What this suggests is the need for a more robust
approach to Christian education. In addition to teaching
youth the content of the Christian faith, it also is neces-
sary to devote time to equipping youth in the task of de-
fending their faith.

Are youth capable of this? Spend some time with
them, and you will find out that our church is filled with
remarkable kids who have tremendous intellectual abili-
ties. Likewise, we have outstanding schools, youth min-
istries, and, of course, congregations where exceptional
catechisms and Christian education takes place. Yet, the
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further we make our way into this post-Christian or post-
church era, the more it will be necessary to address spe-
cific challenges of the age, to "destroy arguments and
every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God,
and take every thought captive to obey Christ" (2 Cor.
10:5 ESV). The apostle Peter likewise enjoins Christians
to "honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared
to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason
for the hope that is in you" (1 Peter 3:15).

There is indeed much work to be done. From the
beginning, however, it is important to remember that the
formation of the Christian mind is from beginning to end
the work of God working through means. The Christian
life begins, is nurtured, and sustained in, through, and by
Baptism, the hearing, receiving, and learning of the Word
of God, and the reception of the Lord's Supper. Kids
these days, just like adults, need to be daily reminded of
this as they navigate the age in which we live.

Dr. Adam Francisco (adam.francisco@ctsfw.edu)
is assistant professor of historical theology at
Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Intl.

—GNITE OCALA IS COMINGI

0Since One who saves
saved have a common origin, Jesus doesn't
hesitate to treat them as family, saying, I'll tell
my good friends, my brothers and sisters, all |
know about you; I'll join them in worship and
prai se Hewewy2all,12dSG
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We are pleased to announce that our church

has made group
Ocal al an
prai se gathering with

worship leader Robin Mark and his praise team
from Belfast, Ireland.

This event provides a wonderful fellow-
ship to enjoy each others company, a means of
witnessing to unchurched friends who might not
attend church, and to experience a personal
—f ai th i ftl, whi |l e
and appreciated financial support and food for
the needy.

Groups from Christ the King Anglican, First
Baptist, St. John Lutheran, Center Point, Cross

Pointe, New Testament Baptist, St. Mark United

a rﬂ/l@?hodfst, LR/iﬁgqiope“C n‘ﬂ*nunﬁy,r Rfer of Life,
Our Savior Lutheran, and Central Christian are
among the Churches expected to fill First Baptist
Church in Ocala, which has donated use of their
facility for this July 23 7:30 pm event which will
donate all ticket sales to Interfaith emergency
services.

BT idwll bedin Raking $101ti6k& donations on

O Fai {ung 6 fer thefligitgd number of group reserved

seating tickets available.
This effort to bring the Ocala area faith
community together I n

ferent churches in years gone by; and currently
used by the Billy Graham Crusades and other
evangelistic associations.

Al t hough best known
Robin Mark is a writer of many world wide best
selling Christian

You can learn more by Googling —gnite Ocalall
visiting the Ignite Ocala page at homilygrits.com.

Submitted by Bob VanHoose
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Ministry Council News: Page

St. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH MINISTRY COUNCIL MEETING- March 15 2010

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm by Eric Williams. Those present were the following
members of the Ministry Council: Eric Williams, Sue Dean, Don Kaufman, Mike Wilkinson, Mark Asle-
son, Patty Kull-Hertz, Bob VanHoose and Roger Danielson.

Ad Hoc members present were; Pastor Lineberger. Guest Steve Mennicke.

Eric opened the meeting with devotions. The mission statement was read by the Council.

The minutes from the February 15, 2010 meeting were approved as submitted.

Steve Mennicke updated the Council regarding the call committee. The self study is in process
and information will be going to the congregation in the near future.

Pastor stated a dinner will occur prior to the Maundy Thursday service at 6 with the service
starting at 7. He announced the new Bible study will begin after Easter and will be offered Wednes-
day, Saturday and Sunday and all members are encouraged to participate. Pastor will coordinate an
advertisement for Holy Week services.

Don Kaufman discussed the work of the Spiritual Life and Worship Commission. Don stated at-
tendance is up at Wednesday evening services, the recognition plan is in the works, the emergency
medical plan is complete, the acolyte program is refining and the cookie distribution was made. Next
meeting is March 23, 2010.

Patty Kull-Hertz distributed the minutes of the Church board & School Board meetings from
March 8, 2010. Patty stated Lisa Lamb volunteered to conduct a teacher training. It was the consen-
sus of the Council that there needs to be a comprehensive plan to see our teachers are accredited.
Additionally, Patty handed out a proposed volunteer information sheet. The Council liked the form and
stated we need to make sure our bathers are members in good standing of their own churches.

Eric, Chairman of the Administrator Call Committee, stated we have five good candidates for the
administrator position. The Committee envisions this individual will have a hands-on approach. The
official interview process will start this week. The committee will order the candidates and then make
a recommendation to the Ministry Council who will take the recommendation to the congregation.

Eric addressed two issues regarding situations arising at school. First, we had a confrontation
in a dugout at a baseball game among our assistant coaches, players and parents. Meetings with the
affected individuals are occurring. Meetings with the affected individuals are occurring. Second, we
had a group of parents make a complaint against a teacher. It was the consensus of the Council that
we need to approach the situation with a loving attitude and give two options for resolution. Option
one would be enroll the teacher in the NEAT program of training similar to what is done in public
schools. The second option would be for the teacher to consider retirement/disability. A meeting was
set for tomorrow.

Mike handed out the minutes of the Finance Commission and commented the expense control
is in place and he still projects a balanced budget by the end of the year. Further Mike stated subcom-
mittees have been formed to address various issues, the budget process for 2010-11 has already
started and we still need to raise funds separate and apart from tuition to operate the church and
school.

Mark reported on successful Spring Clean Up and stated we may implement this project on a
quarterly basis. A discussion occurred regarding use of the K-3 building. This building is currently
used for storage. It was the consensus of the Council that it would be appropriate for use by youth
groups. After motion duly made and seconded, it was approved that the K-3 building would be
cleaned out and used for youth. Mark stated a needs assessment for the FAB building is underway
and a carpenter from the congregation will cut wood for us to assemble and build new TV stands for
our classrooms. Bob VanHoose asked if an electricity audit was appropriate. Mark stated it is in the
works.

There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting adjourned with prayer
at 9:45 pm.

Respectfully Submitted, Susan E. Dean Secretary
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Pastoral Call Committee Report::

The Saint John Courier

The call committee recently held its second
meeting with Pastor Ken Schamens and Pastor Karl
Galik, both of whom assist the District President in
helping congregations work through the process of
calling a pastor. We are working toward completion
of the data-gathering portion of our congregational
self-study, which includes a history of our church and
school, a physical description of our facility and the
way in which the space is used, a history of the pas-
tors, vicars, DCEs, and music minister who have
served us, a description of our volunteer ministry
program and the people involved in that, a thorough
description of the day-school ministry of our church,
and a breakdown of the demographic information
both for our church body and the community at
large, including the financial and membership/
enrollment statistics for our church and school.

This information will be compiled into a report
which will be shared with both the District President
and in turn with any potential candidates for a call.
As we have shared before, it is vital in finding the
correct match for our mission that this individual

fully understands who we are, and we in turn know
the questions to ask of him. An important part of this
process is involving the congregation in clearly iden-
tifying what is truly important for our particular mis-
sion and the way in which we go about fulfilling that.
As we complete the self-study portion of our process,
we will use this self-study information in the develop-
ment of congregational survey questions which will
help us to understand not only what our preferences
and desires are, but to help us to identify our
strengths and areas in which we see a need for im-
provement.

Accordingly, the timetable for beginning to ac-
cept names and submit names to the District will be
late summer. This will give us an ample amount of
time to do a thorough job of preparing ourselves for
our calling of a pastor. We appreciate your prayer;
we ask specifically that that pray for our church as a
whole to think very hard about what the purpose of
our mission is and that God provide us with the best
person to lead us in that direction.

In His Peace, Steve Mennicke

St. John Lutheran Church and School—Graduating Class

SENIORS

Jared Adams
Joanne Alfred
Abigail Ayers

Alicia Boothe
Taylor Briggs

Erin Costanzo
Rebecca Cummings
Alexandra French
Lauren French
Jeffrey Fusco
Cameron Gray
Scott Hert

Samuel Hollon
Courteney Honeycutt
Cody Jean-Baptiste
Alexis Locay

Tayler McLaughlin
lan Meredith

Bryan Odaiyar
Michael O'Hanrahan
Jessica Oliver
Blake Ozcel

Sarah Peterman
Hannah Pratt

Ryan Roach
Rachel Seaman
Trevor Shawley
Emily Strickland
Beau Townley
Jared Weiss

COLLEGES ACCEPTING OUR SENIORS

University of the Cumberlands, Trinity International University
UF, UCF, USF Honors College, Covenant College, Stetson
University of North Florida, Berry College, Georgia State Univ.
Central Florida Community College

University of Central Florida

Central Florida Community College

Queens University of Charlotte, Elon University

Univ. of Central Florida, Univ. of South Florida, Florida Atlantic
Univ. of South Florida, Florida Gulf Coast, Florida Atlantic
Univ of FL, Univ of South Florida, Univ of Central Florida
Santa Fe Community College

University of Central Florida, Florida State University

Santa Fe Community College

Central Florida Community College

Florida A&M

University of Florida, Southeastern University

Willmington University

Central Florida Community College

Jacksonville University

University of South Florida

UNF, Concordia of Texas, UCF, Auburn

Central Florida Community College

Univ of Tampa, Concordia of Texas, Florida Gulf Coast, Stetson
Central Florida Community College

Jacksonville Univ, UNF, Florida Gulf Coast, Palm Beach Atlantic
UF, FSU, USF Honors College, University of Maine

Central Florida Community College

Central Florida Community College

Central Florida Community College

FSU, Oakland Univ., Concordia California, Concordia Nebraska
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END OF THE YEAR EVENTS

As the end of the year rapidly approaches we give glory to God for another year of learning here at St.
John Lutheran School. We ar e proud to be graduating this vy
blessings as they pursue the next step in their academic careers. Please keep them in your prayers and we
remind them to come back and visit their St. John family often. We invite you to celebrate with our Seniors at
their Baccalaureate Service on May 15t at 6 p.m. here at St. John church and their graduation on May 21st at
7 p.m. at First Baptist .

Come and enjoy the childrends artwor k owvMaydd
through May 21st. We have some beautiful pieces to share. Take a stroll through and enjoy! Doors to the gym

will be open at 5 p.m. on May 19t, Refreshments will be served.
The last day of school is May 25t and report cards will be mailed home on June 4th,

Drea Fischer, Principal

The 'pro-choice' fraud exposed

Who knew the most pro-abortion president in the history
of the United States would so effectively obliterate the
deceptive front the abortion movement has been able to
sustain for nearly 40 years? But, hats off to Mr. Obama
for a job well done.

First of all, | have to admit that | find it appalling
that we can be living in the 21st century, living in a coun-
try whose creed espouses the unalienable right to life for
all people, living in a nation that has spent over 200 years
struggling to extend the blessings of liberty to all men -
and yet there are still those who are so backwards in their
thinking and so void of moral conscience that they can
actually advocate a supposed right to dismember infants
in the womb.

Scientifically, medically, constitutionally, morally
and ethically, the case for abortion rights is so intellectu-
ally bankrupt it is a national embarrassment that we take
those who argue it seriously. Moreover, the fact that any
individual who espouses a right to kill children cannot only
escape the loony bin, but actually be elected to a position
of authority in our society is a devastating commentary on
our people's commitment to human rights.

Nevertheless, | must also admit to finding great
satisfaction in finally being able to lay to rest one of the
most offensive, hollow, and illogical arguments of the pro-
abortion lobby. The euphemistic label of not being pro-
abortion, but rather "pro-choice" has plagued this debate
for decades. Intellectually speaking, this argument has
always been beyond silly. To say that you're pro-choice is
absolutely meaningless unless you acknowledge what act
you believe people should have a choice in doing. The
question has always been, "choice to do what?"

What's interesting is that through the years of en-
gaging those who claim this label of "pro-choice," I've
found that they are many times the most anti-choice peo-
ple you could imagine. Whether it is their insistence on
carbon regulation that limits our travel choices, their for-
biddance of private investment of our own Social Security
deposits, or their refusal to allow school choice for those
trapped in failing educational environments, if theirs is the
face of choice, the word has no meaning.

Yet despite this reality, these anti-human rights
activists on the left have been successful at tempering the
inherent evil of their position by falsely representing them-
selves as fierce defenders of "a woman's right to choose."

No matter how many times this fraud was exposed, the
myth perpetuated thanks to a complicit media that re-
fused to acknowledge how barbaric one's mindset must
be to — in this enlightened age — still believe in the savage
ritual of human sacrifice. But, no more.

Those iconic placards carried by NARAL and
Planned Parenthood agitators that proudly declared "My
Body, My Choice" and "Keep Your Government's Hands Off
My Body" must be officially retired. Though it was always
an empty, irrational argument (sure we all have a right to
control our bodies — but not in a way that results in the
slaughter of another human being), we can now know for
certain that they never meant it anyway. All the overblown
rhetoric about privacy rights and how the government
should never interject itself between a woman and her
doctor was nothing more than a public relations cover for
their true fascination.

How can we know? Because the great champions
of "choice" themselves — Obama, Pelosi, Boxer, Feinstein,
et al. — just crammed through a healthcare bill that inten-
tionally thrusts the government directly between every
woman (as well as man and child) and their doctor. And
they did this with the blessing of the criminally misnamed
"choice" lobby!

ObamacCare opens the door to government access
of your most personal medical records. It mandates gov-
ernment-enforced purchase of government-approved
health insurance that will cover government-permitted
procedures. It stands to take the most critical and private
decisions about your well being and place them in the
hands of a faceless bureaucratic board that is more con-
cerned with cutting costs than extending your life. They
will determine whether you need the pacemaker, the by-
pass or the stint. You, meanwhile, are left with no...choice.

So if nothing else, Barack Obama and company
just accomplished proving something pro-lifers have been
fighting to demonstrate for 40 years. The abortion move-
ment has never been about choice. It's never been about
privacy. It's never been about personal liberty. It's always
been about a macabre obsession with advancing a legal
right to kill kids for convenience. That's pure, unadulter-
ated evil.

Peter Heck - Guest Columnist
4/12/2010 7:25:00 AM
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If you are not able to serve on the date (s) scheduled, please call the church office (352) 629-1794 and leave a message. Thank you for your willingness to serve.
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Altar Guild team:
Brenda Rhodes
Kim Van Gorp
Sherrill Danielson

USHERS @ 6:00 pm
5/01 Karl & Carol Raabe
5/08 Dave & Joyce Goheen
5/15 Marlene Harr & Barb Henrich
5/22 Marty & Bobbie Lockley
5/29 John & Sue Hough
USHERS @ 9:00 am
5/02 Joel & Liz Weiss
Mike Porter & Tylar Van Gorp
5/09 Mike & Debbie Wilkinson
Michael & Kristin Wilkinson
5/16 Bill & Lilly Yocum
Alan & Karen Zeedyk
5/23 Larry & Janice Martin
Ray Hamilton & Ruth Westol
5/30 Carlton Reese, Jim Cato
Andrew Westol & Jared Weiss
DATE Saturday Nursery 6:00 pm
& 7:00 pm Lenten Services
5/01 Tammy Kana
5/08 Martha Pinnow
5/15 Cynthia Competiello
5/22 Michelle Wise
5/29 Kelly Wise
Sunday Nursery: 9:00 am
5/02 Ellen Todd
5/09 Jennifer Reese
5/16 Celeste & Gloria Wilcox
5/23 Dottie Williams
5/30 Lilly Yocum
Sunday Nursery: 10:15 am
5/02 Ginny Faw
5/09 Dianne Wakeland
5/16 Janice Martin
5/23 Kris Strouse
5/30 Karen Zeedyk

Projectionist & Sound Tech

Jared Weiss
Kirby Van Hoose

Schedule of Volunteers:

The Saint John Courier

Officers & Commissioners:

Bill Reese 732-4129 President
Eric Williams 622-8013 Vice President
Sue Dean 3519656 Secretary
Mike Wilkinson 694-1231 Treasurer
Don Kaufman 624-3728 Comm.-SL/Worship
Mark Asleson 624-0372 Comm.-Phy. Properties
Patty Kull-Hertz 489-0957 Comm.-Christ Ed.
Roger Danielson 591-2299 Comm.— At Large
Bob Van Hoose 368-2417 Comm.— At Large
Elders:
Henry Alberts 854-5507 Chris Reese 236-0847
Brett Higginbotham 351-3320 Jeff Reines 622-7092
Don Kaufman 624-3728 David Singh  502-2929
Gary Koltz 291-2511 Ed Todd 629-5434
Steve Mennicke 690-1623 John Westol 629-5769
May Birthdays! 22 Mrs. Magdalena Pitas
Day Names 23 Mr. Jeremy Hough
1 Mrs. Betty Lineb 23 Jane Todd
5 MrS.R T r): ITmTI erger 24 Brandon Disimile
3 Mr. L. 0 Sn eller 24 Mr. Frederick Goins Sr.
3 Mr. Aa;[]y ausgy h 26 Mrs. Alice Sinclair
4 Mr. Pn ICI)Snyrt 'In%c 28 Mrs. Ruth Dexheimer
4 Mr. Dau : u Szta 29 Mrs. Jacqueline Adcock
5 Mr. Roug as ﬁusel d 30 Mr. Richard Johnston
6 MS' I;)ssanneR (_)re an 30 Mrs. Lisa Runion
s. ne gcca eines 30 Mr. Steven Coates
6 Mrs. Gloria Stokes-Felton . el
7 Mrs. Joanne Otting May Anniversaries!
8 Miss Chloe Wilcox Day Names
9 Mr. Larry Martin 5 Mr./Mrs. Robert Mikler
9 Ms. Rebecca Schaffer 7 Mr./Mrs. Tom Urban
10 Mr. Andrew Gray 15 Mr./Mrs. John Wall
10 Ms. Kristen Wilkinson 19 Mr./Mrs. Carleton Hauser
10 Mr. Scott Zellak 21 Mr./Mrs. Clayton Deines
11 Mrs. Dorothy Ritterhoff 23 Mr./Mrs. Karl Oltz
11 Mrs. Ruth Talsky 23 Mr./Mrs. James Stefanic
12 Mr. Robert Selent 25 Mr./Mrs. Michael Porter
12 lan Cutich 26 Mr./Mrs. Andrew Rehkop
13 Mrs. Sally Mennicke 31 Mr./Mrs. Robert Van Hoose
13 Mr. Robert Van Hoose
13 Mr. Paul Kana
14 Mr. Raymond Evans
14 Mr. Robert Lindblom NOTE: Please, call the church office to
15 Mr. Terry Talsky update your special dates (629-1794).
15 Mr. Donald Asleson Sr.
16 Amara Kana
18 Mrs. Kari Eary
18 Mr. Karl Raabe
19 Anthony Gray
20 Ms. Michelle Meunier
21 Ms. Patricia Simpson
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Sunday:
eBi |l | Rwe e sl e dlse

Spirituality according to Jesus6 Family Life Cen-
ter—€onference room beginning April 25.
eRandy
Catechism—High School Rm. 6.
eSteve &
g r a rnrbeSpirituality according to Jesus in High
School Rm. 5 beginning April 25.

o Jim Webb: began a new Adult Information Class in
High School Rm. 11 on January 31st. It is offered
to all guests, visitors, school families, members
and anyone interested in becoming a member of
the Lutheran Church.

e Bob Van Hoose wi | | be
Spirituality-according to Jesus in High School Rm.
4 beginning April 25.

o Dianne Wakeland will begin the latest Beth Moore
S e r i e sBelobvedtDiscipld: The-Life and Minis-

tyofJohnl i n t he
25.
Monday:

 Pastor Lineberger continues a study of the Gospel
of John; in the COC-Rm. 24 from 11:00 - 12:00
noon.

Tuesday:
e Bill Reese leads a Promise Keepers Bible study

ti tOrea Mo nt hintheoFamilyiLive eén-
ter—Conference room 6:30—7:30 am. All men are
invited to attend .

Wednesday:
e Bill Reese leads an Adult Bible Class on the

@Gospel odff-candpeshepoh Wednesday
morning 6:30—:30 am. Contact Bill at 732-4129.

e Liz Weiss leads the W-4 Study and Exercise group
at 4:30 pm behind the Gym and in the COC, Rm.
24,

o —Wednesday Nite Outll e &edhesday, evening
begins with Dinner served in the Family Life Cen-
ter fellowship room from 600 - 6:30 pm.

e Opening devotions @ 700 pm in the Sanctuary.

o Kids go to their respective age group meetings
for Bible lesson & games.

e Mike & Debbie Wilkinson resume their study of
Philippians in the FLC-conference room.

e JimWebbwi | | host
ity according to Jesus beginning April 21st.

e Roger & Sherrill Danielson will host Chip In-
g r a nmruesSpirituality according to Jesus be-
ginning April 21st.

Thursday:
e Jim Webb & Pastor Lineberger continue the EE

Outreach Training visits from 6:30 —8:30 pm.
This course will equip you to effectively share your

New & Continuing Ministries & Adult Bible Class [ABC] Options:

Pagd

| eadi nge Chi p

Patags ésmstudying Lut her s

Sal iy be Madmgdhip k-e & sexcellent way to prepare yourself for the Saturday

| eaditweg Chi p

C eginrdng Apfil : 3 0 Hel support our school while filling

personal faith with anyone.
l ngram's —
Saturday:
« Fran Spaeth is leading the Saturday evening ABC
$ B8 v g ¥he New Testamentll from 5:00 —5:50
pm in the COC. Attending this Bible class is an

evening worship.

e Jon & Sue Dean wi | | host t hteue
Spirituality according to Jesus beginning April
24th.

Please select a course of study and join us as we

explore Godds pl anJmwetr
Il ngram‘s

PIZZA ANYONE?

your tummy by taking part in the monthly
St. John Pizza Hut Fundraiser Night.

May ‘s date i1 s TDNL¥s
at the Pizza Hut located at 2327 S. Pine
Street. You can call ahead for your order
@ 622-3714 or even order online @
www.pizzahut.com and choose what time
you would like to dine in or carry out.

Please use a coupon when you pick up
your pizza. Extra coupons will be available
in the Narthex the Sunday before the 9t
as well as on our website:
www.stjohnocala.org.

Thank you for supporting St. John.

tele Spipitual- n ¢

Submitted by Deb Scherschel
Jjram’ s THANK YOU
The Lord covers my inequities and heals my dis-
eases. Psalm 103:3

Thank you for all your prayers and cards. |
am happy to say that | am doing great with the
help of God. | need no further treatments at this
time. God bless you!

Bev Serridge

Ct



Pags

LUTHERAN MEN & WOMEN IN MISSION:

The Saint John Courier

e

—l n the morning, I n
an old-time song. The same words could answer
the question, —When do
devotions?I No perfec
quiet time with God. When our schedules get filled
with important and even urgent tasks, moving
daily quiet ti me
list takes effort. But it is always time well spent.

No matter what we are dealing with —
physical weariness, personal challenges, or
spiritual questions — Go d ‘ s Wor d S
uplifts us, and sustains us. God draws us closer to
Himself as we study His Word, reflect on it, and
pray to Him.

A new option for daily quiet time with God is
provided by the LWML through a free Web-based
subscription. After you register, you will receive a
daily Mustard Seed devotion at your e-mail
address. The eleven new sets of Mustard Seeds
will be the basis of these daily devotions. To
subscribe go to www.lwiml.org, click on the
—Devotionsl category u
on the LWML Web page. In our effort to bring you
information on how the mite money you contribute
is used, please read the following;

Mission Support to Disabled Children

Dominican Republic - $50,000

In the Dominican Republic, children with
developmental disabilities and their families need
training and support to enable these children to
enjoy a full life. By this we mean necessary
therapeutic services, spiritual care,
encouragement, and education in order for them
to become all God intended them to be.

Many families are ill equipped to provide
resources to care at home for their children with
special needs. There are no government support
services, and community-based services are
minimal for families to enhance the development
of their children with disabilities. A Lutheran
Church—Missouri  Synod (LCMS) disability
outreach worker has been working in the
Dominican Republic for almost three years. Her

t hwerk hasvbeen extregnely.sliccesSfal, rebultimgiinn s

good relationships with parents, the community,

.

wnal govefnmenmtdleaders ragpondibte Ifor tpeecaires 0 n

t of thildmewitlodisabititibse day exi st s
Much work has already taken place in
partnership with two Dominican Republic

wi t-cho IIG cothmunity-badedh erovitlers ghatohBve & kimailar—it

mission and goals for providing services to
individuals with disabilities in the country. These
providers need our support and expertise so that

p ehaykngght have am sven greater impact in the
communities where they serve. The LCMS
disability outreach worker will continue training
programs for providers, families, and
governmental officials who care for or have
contact with special needs children and their
parents.

The focus of this mission project is to reach
out to the children who are often forgotten by
training their caregivers to provide appropriate
physical and spiritual care. An additional

n ehmphasis ts to @advoeate éoiscoltural chengellin the
Dominican Republic in regard to the treatment
and inclusion of children with special needs. Often
these children are neglected because of a lack of
information concerning how they can best be
helped.

The Lut her an
grant will provide $50,000 to partner with LCMS
World Relief and Human Care to reach out in
mercy so that children with special needs can be
successfully integrated into their society. More
importantly, the children will learn about Jesus
and by God's grace be
members of the Body of
grace and mercy to spread the Gospel of Jesus
Christ in the Dominican Republic.

Do you want to learn more about other mission
grants that are currently being funded, then join
us on the May 10t either at 12:30 or 6:30 PM.
All women of the congregation are welcome.

Submitted by Carol Alberts

Women' s )

Lut heran Laymen
The next meeting of the LLL will be May 6t, at

6:30 in the FLC—Fellowship room. All men of the con-
gregation are invited.

Please continue to save aluminum, brass, and

copper. If you have a large quantity to donate, pick up Me n

$ergce is Evaéaaegy cpeng Henry Alberts at 854-
5507. Funds received from the recycling project are
used for various projects around the church and
school.

Men, if you are looking for a website full of
ideas, devotions, stories of interest, check out the
s N ehttpy/ owwvclhmmen.com.
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Team Nicaragua - 2010

Team Nicaragua (Carol, Shelby, Ruth and Kristen) is so grateful for the wonderful support our St. John
family has given us. Thank you so much for your generosity.

By the time you read this: (1) We will have met all the other Team members......a team meeting was
held on April 10th at Carol's house....team members from North Georgia, Central Florida and South Florida
were there. Julie from Baltimore Skyped in for a few minutes and we talked with Gayle from IL on the
phone. (2) Some of us will have met with Debby from MOST Ministries who will be going over the Health and
Hygiene lessons we will be doing for the children. (3) Some of us will have met the pastor we will be working
with in Nicaragua when he preaches in Gainesville. This is an exciting time for all of us.

We are still in need of $4000 for our trip. Fundraising will continue for another month. If you haven't
already spent your income tax refund check, please consider helping us.

Padre Celestial, Tu que nos cuidas y proteges. Aunque a menudo escojamos ir por nuestro propio camino. Te
pedimos nos des una fe remarcable que confie en ti en todas circunstancias. No permitas que las preocupa-
ciones y cuidados por el mundo nos alejen de ti. Mantennos fieles in al adoracion y oracion Te lo pedimos en
le nombre de Jesus. Amen.

Two of our team members speak Spanish and we will have one, possibly two interpreters.

Please continue to pray for us as we prepare to go on the mission God has called us to do in Nicaragua.

Carol, Shelby, Ruth, and Kristen

"’ﬂ'

(ML

A servantds heart?

Do we have the heart of a servant? Each one of us must answer that in relationship to what we do to
help with various ministry programs within both the church and school. Many individuals, and | do mean many,
give of their time to assist in planning, devel
viduals into the family of Christ"®. I ndeed it i
do. | am setting a goal for myself to do a better job of thanking those who give of the time and talent in the vari-
ous ministry programs.

This month | would like to thank all those who were involved in the Easter breakfast and Easter egg
hunt. Their efforts were truly appreciated by all. A special THANK YOU goes to the following for their work:

John Cutich Karen Zeedyk Kim VanGorp Liz Weiss

Jared Weiss Pitas Family Scherschel Family  Eric Williams
Carol Davis-Wantz Andrew Wantz Ryan Reese Sydney Deines
Drake Zelleck Brittany Goins Piercen Mendola Danielle Disimile
Brandon Disimile Bill Howson Arlene Biggers Michael Biggers

Submitted by Don Kaufman




Pagel0 Youth Ministry: The Saint John Courie

Kids Worship Level 1 & 2

Our o0Kids Worshipo6 Ministry meets weekly aft
This month in Level 1, the children will be learning about the suffering of our Savior Jesus Christ. Feel free to
join the children in the Kids Worship building as they learn about Gods Word in an early childhood setting. For
more information about the program or to find out how you can get involved, please contact Jim and Beth Cato
at 362-8607.

If you are between the ages of 7911, you are encouraged to join us for the lessons and activities cen-
tered around the passion of Our Lord and Savior, Jesus this month. For more information about our Level 2
Kids Worship, or to find out how you can get involved, please contact Gary and Melissa Koltz at 291-2511.

Please pray for Gary, Mellissa, Grace & Abigail Koltz
Our newest Seminarian is leaving for St. Louis in May after school is out.

Gary and his family have been members here at
St. John since 2000. Gary has served our congregation
in various capacities from Sunday School teacher to
Eilder. Melissa also has served as Sunday School
teacher, VBS teacher, KIDS WORSHIP teacher, and sub-
stitute teacher in our Christian school. Grace has been
enrolled as a student of our school since pre-
kindergarten and is now a 4th grader.

Gary has applied and been accepted to Concordia
Seminary St. Louis to begin this summer and will be
spending the next 2 to 3 years before being ordained as
a Lutheran Church Missouri Synod pastor. Therefore,
we as faithful members of St. John can take an active
role in the direct support of the Koltz family as they are
away at the Seminary.

During the month of April we collected funds that
were matched by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. Now
we can continue to support them with special gifts prior
to them leaving as well as continue to support them with
our prayers and financial gifts over the next couple of
years. For more information about how to do this please

KOLTZ, Gary & Melissa
Grace’ Abigail contact the church office.

We have a special need [as the Koltz family leaves] for each of you to prayerfully consider taking a
proactive role as a volunteer Ministry Partner in our Level Il KIDS WORSHIP ministry. Both Gary and
Melissa have been leading most of the lessons over the last academic year and now we need to fill this va-
cancy. Ideally, we would like to have three (3) individuals (or three (3) teams of two) to share the responsi-
bility of administering and leading Level Il KIDS WORSHIP. If we have three teams in place as the Koltz
family leave, it would ensure that no one individual or team would have the responsibility of leading the les-
sons and the administrative activities every weekend. Three teams would allow each team of volunteers
the opportunity to rotate through the materials on a scheduled basis.

Please check with your spouse or a friend and pray for God to empower you to join us in this mission
essential role as a KIDS WORSHIP ministry partner. Please contact Mr./Mrs. Jim Cato @ 69414669 or the
church office @ 629-1794, #2 to volunteer as we bring the Gospel message to our youngest members here
at St. John Lutheran church and school.
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The Saint John Cdurtet. John Lutheran Church & School of Ocala, Flol Non-Profit

1915 SE Lake Weir Ave, Ocala, FL 34471 Srgag’zat’on
'Shepherding Individuals into the Family of Christ where each will embrace the Spirit of our Risen Lord, Bl O_Stage
and grow into the fullness of Christ through Word and Sacrament, fellowship, education and service. * Paid

Permit No. 15
Ocala, Florida
Church Phone: 352-629-1794 34478
School Phone: 352-622-7275 RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Fax: 352-622-5564
Church Office Hours:
Monday —Friday

7:30 am to 4:00 pm
www.stjohnocala.org
churchoffice2@stjohnocala.org

Rev. Richard W. Lineberger - Senior Pastor

Andrea Fischer—School Director

Jim Webb—Church Growth & Assimilation Director

Christina Asleson- Music Director
“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose!” (Romans 8:28)

Inside This Issue:

Faith, Culture & Youth Front Cover
Ignite Ocala page 2
Ministry Council minutes page 3
Call Committee report page 4
Seniors page 4
End of Academic year events page 5
Pro-Choice Fraud page 5
Volunteer Schedule page 6
Birthdays/Anniversaries page 6
New & Continuing Activities page 7
LWML /LLL page 8
Team Nicaragua page 9
Youth Ministry page 10
Koltz family moving to St. Louis page 10
Calendar page 11
Monthly News-Letter deadline is 4:00 pm on the 15th of
each month in the church office. Please submit all articles
in WorD DOCUMENT FORMATO N a 3. 50 -nBil &
media stick along with a printed copy.

Prayer Needs:
Serving in the Military: Steven Jones [ M/ M Koch ' s
Guard, deployed]; Robert Capazzi [Patti KulFHe r t z * s son

Texas]; Jason Vaughn[ M/ M Don Asl|l eson‘s gr 4

Special needs: Bet h Bi gger s, Kylie Co
daughter], Ri chard Johnston [ M/
pazzi [ Patty Kull Hertz‘'s gran
granddaughter], Anne Marie Singh; Karl, Kayla & Kyle—f Mi | | i e

grandchildren]

Pray for Shut-ins: Hildegard Heger @ LifeCare; Marion Birkhimer @
home now, J.J. Adcock; Dolly Kisler, Carol Maurer, Gladys Weinspach
[at their respective homes]; Art Magamoll and Paul Behrmann [Ocala
Health & Rehab]; Lavonne Behrman, Larry Manthey & Hank & Pauline
Evans; Reba Magamoll [at Chambrel], Adrian Howell [Superior House],
Walter Weiss [Marion House], Ann Smith [Emeritis of Ocala], Marion

Walker [The Windsor]; Eileen Penno,
CD, E

Prayer Vigil:

We will be holding our monthly Prayer Vigil in the Sanctuary on Thursday, May 6th. Please stop by and help us
lift up to the Lord the needs we and others have here at St. John. This month we pray for the members and mission of

our sister congregation Forest Lutheran Church,

Ocala, FL.




